
Dear Parents and Students,  

The 2011-2012 calendar has been established http://www.iusd.org/

calendars_events/documents/2011-12GeneralDistrictCalendar.pdf . 

Winter break will be three weeks again. Please mark your calendars 

now and plan vacations during our four breaks. We want to have your 

youngster at school each and every day. Thank you for planning accord-

ingly.  

Good News! Woodbury received several grants. IPSF has funded Active 

Playground. Several times during recess and lunch our stage is open for 

games. The staff member supervises students, encourages problem 

solving and appropriate play. A wide variety of board games and crafts 

are available for student enjoyment. In our cafeteria, Mrs. Fitzpatrick, is 

creating a menu and a plan for our new salad bar. We are working 

closely with our Food Services department to get healthy choices for our 

students. Thank Ms. Henderson for writing this grant. We will all enjoy 

the fresh food options.  

ChrissAnn Shane, Principal 
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Judy Michalek, third grade teacher, is an outstanding educator! She loves 

students and cares that each and every child learns and is successful. 

Mrs. Michalek is loving and compassionate; she celebrates the children in 

her class with a birthday breakfast and holds an annual class reunion for 

the sixth grade students who had been in her classroom. Mrs. Michalek’s 

music filled classroom is a safe place for children to risk, grow, and be-

come strong academics and caring individuals. Even her side-kick Mo-

zart, the marionette,  gets into the act. He encourage students and moti-

vates them to give their best effort. Thank you, Mrs. Michalek for all that 

you do for Woodbury students. We love you! 

Congratulations, Mrs. Michalek 
Woodbury’s Teacher of the Year!   

http://www.iusd.org/calendars_events/documents/2011-12GeneralDistrictCalendar.pdf
http://www.iusd.org/calendars_events/documents/2011-12GeneralDistrictCalendar.pdf


 On Walk to School Day, sponsored by IPSF and the PTA, students met in 

front of Trader Joes and walked to school. What a healthy way to start the day! 

 The City of Irvine Parks and Recreation Department have encouraged Walk 

to School Wednesdays. Students that walk have the opportunity to win individual, 

classroom, grade level and a whole school prize to motivate them to make healthy 

choices. Congratulations to Amanda Henigan. She earned a new bicycle. Our fifth 

grade students earned an afternoon of exercise with a bounce house obstacle 

course. They had a blast! Are you walking to school on Wednesdays? 
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WALK TO SCHOOL DAY—A SUCCESS! 
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A MARVELOUS MUSTANG 

Meet Justin Kang,  second grade student and a 

future Chess Grand Master. Justin has been play-

ing chess for a year and traveled across the world 

to compete. Justin really likes playing and thinking 

about chess. Sometimes he spends 3-4 hours in one 

place, playing chess by himself. A great example of 

Perseverance, Initiative and Integrity; Woodbury 

values.  

Last year, Justin participated in the pre-match 

and  earned first prize.  He qualified for the championship in Greece. Justin partici-

pated in the session for under 8 year old boys, with over 80 players from all over the 

world. 

Every day the participants played one standard game, both players can have 3 hours 

each to think. His mom says, “Learning to play chess has helped Justin to  think big, 

deep and clear.” 

Although, he did not win the championship, he arrived home with a Positive Mental Atti-

tude.  

After a short greeting and a hug,  he said, "The world is so big and there are so many 

great players. I was just a frog in a small pod." Congratulations, Justin. We wish you all 

the best in achieving your goal!   

At Woodbury, we held our annual school-wie fundraiser for the Heifer Project.  Six years ago, 

our school family sadly lost a special sixth grader named Debi Kim, when she suddenly passed 

away.  Each year, we raise funds in her memory to donate to this organization.  We hope to make 

a positive impact on the world, as Debi did on ours.  Last school year’s donations totaled a whop-

ping $726.38!  We are honored to contribute in Debi’s memory and will continue our fundraising 

efforts again later this school year. 

Our gift is vital to improving the lives of families served all around the world.  During fall harvest 

time, more families than ever have been reaping the benefits of the Heifer livestock and training 

they received this year.  What a joy for parents to know that all through the winter, they will be 

able to provide for their children without worry.  Sustainable livelihoods are one example of the 

profound impact our support of Heifer International is having on the lives of impoverished fami-

lies around the world.  Together, we are making a difference in the lives of families once 

trapped in the cycle of hunger and poverty.  Thanks for helping us to change the world in a posi-

tive way!  

HEIFER PROJECT 2010 



 Our annual science fair project was a success! Led by Mrs. Vanek, the 6th graders worked 

very hard on this difficult project, and she is proud of each and every one of them. 

 Please join her in congratulating the following students who will participate in the IUSD 

Science Fair this March: 

Felix Castro 

Stewart McGregor 

Yoomi Kim 

Sarah Shattuck 

Andre Yu 

Kiara Hernandez 

Camillo Calderon 
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2011 SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT 

IPSF iDine  
IPSF's 2nd Annual iDine Out Week will take place Tuesday, February 15th 
through Saturday, February 19 th  and will help raise money for all of Irvineôs 
27,000 students.  Last year, thanks to your support, this event successfully raised over 
$7,000 in just one evening alone. We know that the Irvine community is excited about 
this yearôs event and we hope to at least double our efforts during the course of a 
week. 
 

 As of today, the following  restaurants will participate.  See www.ipsf.net  for an updated flyer.  

California Pizza Kitchen ï Irvine Spectrum  Yogurtland ï Irvine Marketplace 

La Salsa ï Barranca/Culver     Yogurtland ï Northwood Plaza 

La Salsa ï Irvine Ctr Drive     Koba Tofu Grill ï Campus Plaza 

Subway ï Walnut/Culver     Koba Tofu Grill ï Heritage Plaza 

Pasta Pomodoro ï Alton/Jeffrey    Jerryôs Woodfire Dogs ï Irvine Marketplace 

Flame Broiler ï Woodbury Town Center   Mochilato ï Heritage Plaza 

Crystal Jade, Quail Hill     Lamppost Pizza ï Heritage Plaza 

Pan of Asia, Northpark Plaza    Asian Tapas ï Woodbury Center 

Pat & Oscars, Irvine Marketplace    Rubyôs Diner ï Woodbridge Center 

Northwood Pizza ï Northwood Center   Asian Noodle - University Center 

Chick-fil-A ï Woodbury Town Center   Baskin Robbins ï Trabuco Grove 

And...Carls Jr ï All 7 Irvine Locations 

http://www.ipsf.net/


MESSAGES OF APPRECIATION 
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 A huge thank you to Anthony Bonfiglio, Matt Weidner, Steve Kim, Jon 

Radus, and Brad Perry for our inaugural Bingo Family Fun Night! It was so suc-

cessful!  From the bingo games to the live auctions to the "Minute to Win It!" 

games, you provided an evening of fun and entertainment that our Woodbury stu-

dents were able to enjoy with their families, their schoolmates and Woodbury 

staff. We are so fortunate to have a group of dads willing to step up and make a 

difference!   Thank you for your time, dedication and passion for making Wood-

bury great! 

 Thank you to our Mustang Miler Coaches; Mrs. Siff, and Mrs. Lambert, What 

a wonderful experience you are bringing 205 children and a host of staff and par-

ent volunteers.  

ASTOUNDING INVENTIONS  
Twelve Woodbury students participated in the 24th annual Astounding Inventions convention at Ir-
vine Valley College on Saturday, January 29th.  It was wonderful to see all of them go to the po-
dium to receive their honors!  

Honorable Mention  ribbons went to:  

          Nicole Alvarez; Justin Aoki; Kate Koeckritz  

These students received 2nd Place  ribbons plus a check for $25.00: 

        Jackie Chavez; Michelle Lin; Gabe Lundbeck; Griffin Scott  

1st Place ribbons and a check for $50.00 were awarded to:  

        Callie Arcand; Nick Bautista; Brennan Ernst; Payton Kirby; Warren Yi  

Congratulations to all! 

EACH ONE TEACH ONE 
Each One Teach One is a program that pairs a parent fluent in English with a parent 

who is limited in his/her English These two people arrange a time to meet on a  

weekly or bimonthly basis and converse for a half hour or hour. An interest form 

went home in Thursday, February 3rd’s conduit. If you are interested please contact 

Judy Michalek  at  jmichale@iusd.org or  949.936.5776. This is a wonderful way to 

volunteer and become involved in our community! 



Significant budget cuts in 

Irvine are inevitable, 

but parents can help.  At the 

Budget Community Forum 

on Tues. Jan. 26, the Irvine 

Public Schools Foundation 

(IPSF) announced that they 

are starting an immediate 5 

week campaign to raise as 

much money as they can by 

March 1st.   The money 

raised will focus on support-

ing larger classes with in-

structional aide time 

(something PTAs can't pay 

for).  The school board votes 

on the budget cuts on March 

2, so dollars raised between 

now and then can help miti-

gate the cuts.  If you don't 

already know, PTAs cannot 

hire staff; that can only be 

done by the district, and 

IPSF funds can be used for 

that purpose.  Once hired, 

PTAs may be able to supple-

ment positions, as several 

schools do now with roles 

such as health clerk, instruc-

tional assistants, library/

media and lower 

grade music.  But PTA units 

can only do that if the staff is 

there in the first place and 

supporting IPSF's campaign 

is the way to do that.   

       The work of IPSF has 

never been so critical as it is 

at this moment in our his-

tory. While $22 million may 

be an unattainable goal, IPSF 

is working tirelessly to raise 

money for our schools, and 

we are urging all who sup-

port education in Irvine to 

learn more about the foun-

dation and to make a dona-

tion. IPSF has a new website 

(www.ipsf.net), a new CEO 

in Neda Zaengle, and a num-

ber of fresh strategies, yet 

its core mission remains the 

same – to preserve the qual-

ity of our schools through 

fundraising and the facilita-

tion of dynamic programs. 
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WHY SUPPORT BOTH PTA & IPSF? 

PTA & IPSF Pay for Different Things 

PTA = Great Stuff for Your School IPSF= Great Staff for Every School 

PTA funds site-specific needs, such as 

equipment and supplies.  For example, 

classroom and art materials, library books, 

computers and technology purchases, 

school equipment, enrichment programs 

and limited staff support.(Woodbury PTA 

funds a few partial salaries. The maximum 

is 0.6 full time equivalent salaries.)  

IPSF’s annual grant to IUSD pays for staff ex-

penses such as teacher salaries.  For exam-

ple,  teachers, aides and specialists who 

conduct music, art, science, and high 

school PE, and health clerks and nurses, 

have all been funded at times through IPSF 

funding 

PTA Programs = School Site Specific IPSF Programs = District Wide 

Most PTA programs are focused at the 

school site.  Examples include assemblies, 

playground activities, parent education, 

family nights, jog-a-thons, and book fairs. 

IPSF programs take place at schools 

throughout the district, insuring equal ac-

cess for all students.  Examples include Af-

terschool Classroom Enrichment Program, 

Middle School Zero Period PE, Counseling 

Support, Great Body Shop Health Curricu-

lum (K-6). 

http://www.ipsf.net/


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Woodbury Elementary  
125 Great Lawn 
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Updated Items in bold, cancelations and postponed events will be crossed out.  

February 7  .................................. 6:30 p.m. Dad’s Club Meeting  

February 8  .................................. 8:15 PTA meeting in the MPR 

Feb 9 (Wednesday) ..................... Walk to School – improve your health  

February 14 ................................. Lincoln’s Birthday Observed 

February 15-19 ...................... iDine Out Week ð help raise money for IUSD! 

Feb 16 (Wednesday) ................... Walk to School – improve your health  

Feb. 19 .................................. Timberwolf 5K Run Visit 

 .................................... www.timberwolf5K.com  

February 21 ................................. Washington’s Birthday Observed 

February 22 ................................. 2:45 SSC meeting, community invited to attend  

Feb 23 (Wednesday) ................... Walk to School – improve your health  

March 1-4 .................................... 4th Grade STAR Writing test (specific date TBD) 

March 3 ....................................... 6:30 Family Night – Drawing Secrets Revealed in 

.................................................... the MPR sponsored by the PTA 

March 7  ...................................... 6:30 p.m. Dad’s Club Meeting  

March 8 ....................................... Reports cards available on the Parent Portal  

.................................................... 8:15 a.m. PTA meeting in the MPR 

March 14-18 ................................ Scholastic Book Fair 

March 15 .............................. 2:45 SSC meeting, Additional meeting  

March 21 ..................................... Integrity Photograph Contest due 

March 22-25  ............................... Parent Teacher Conferences Minimum Day 1:20 

.................................................... Jogathon – 2nd PTA Fundraiser 

April 1 ......................................... End of Third Quarter/Minimum Day 1:20 

April 4 – April 22 ......................... SPRING RECESS 

http://www.timberwolf5k.com/

