BONITA CANYON SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL

MINUTES February 16, 2010 MEETING

I. Call to Order

A. The meeting was called to order at 12:35pm by Susan Dahlin.
B. Members present:  Dr. Robin Beacham, Susan Dahlin, Marlene Dane, Christian Hinkle, Patty Gray, Tina Hudson, Clyde Dodge, Monique Nunamaker, Sholeh Dominick, Natalie Hill, Po Fu, Sejal Nathwani.

II. Approved the Minutes from January 19th 2010 Meeting

III. SLIP Budget:    

A. Dr. Beacham reported  budget is frozen as of January 11th.  Most items need to be approved by IUSD.                                                                                                                                  
IV. Old Business 
A. Review and approve SPSA via email by 2-26-10.           
V. New Business: 
A. IUSD Specific Waiver Request re: Class Sizes
The District is seeking to have the authority to increase class sizes in elementary school without incurring a penalty under current law.  In order to avoid that penalty, they can apply for a “Waiver” of the applicable law and submit that waiver to the California Department of Education for approval. 

Specifically, as to Grades 1-3, the District seeks to increase the average number of pupils per FTE from 30-32 and to increase the maximum class size from 32 to 35 pupils per FTE. Thus, the class size average could be as high 32 with a maximum of 35 pupils in grades 1-3.
As to Grades 4-8, the District seeks to increase the average number of pupils/FTE from 29.9 to 32. Thus the average number of students in Grades 4-8 could be as high as 32. No maximum is noted in the Request.

In support of the Waivers, the District sites the current budget crisis and argues that it would save approximately $2.8 million dollars by increasing the average class size in 1-3 grades to 32, and approximately $1.3 million dollars by increasing the average class size by on additional student in grades 4-12 [sic].
The District represents that the Waiver would end on June 29, 2012 at which time it suggests it would be in a better position to “afford lower class sizes”.

Finally, the District suggests that should the State Board approve the waiver, the District would still have to negotiate the larger class sizes with the teachers unions.

The SSC was asked to “Approve”, “Oppose” or vote “Neutral” on the two Waivers. After Discussion and research the Council voted as follows:

As to “Specific Waiver Request” as to Grades 1-3

“OPPOSED” 

Comments: “Educational needs of pupils would not adequately by addressed. Classes of 35 are too large for primary students.”
As to “General Waiver Request” as to Grades 4-8

“NEUTRAL”

Comments:  “Opposed to the concept of larger classes, but this may save other elementary programs, i.e. Science, Music, Art”
B. IUSD BOARD MEETING TONIGHT – February 16th. The district will discuss Art, Music and possibly science.  March 2nd is a big IUSD meeting.
C. PTA Report- Coffee and Conversation, February 25th 7:00pm, IUSD President Sharon Wallin will speak.
VI. Visitation started at 1:00pm. Topic:  Science &  Music 

1st visit
Mr. Nelson’s class. They were studying volcanoes 

2nd visit
Sharron Bohannon (1st grade) Building towers

3rd visit
Mrs. Jones (2nd grade) Balance and Motion

5th grade Music – Instrumental Music

VII. Adjournment 

A. Meeting adjourned by Susan Dahlin at 2:00pm.
Minutes prepared by Natalie Hill,  February 19, 2010.
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