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The Editors’ Corner

The Observant Writer

The whole idea is: Writing is not just an assignment, it’s a response to life.
Whether composing a response to a prompt in the classroom, or being inspired by
events and observations outside of school, a good writer writes about what he or she
knows or has seen.

In the poem above, Pacific, who had just studied the form of an ode, saw a
man sitting on a crate outside Target, holding a hand-made sign that said, “Out-of-
Work Veteran.” And he knew that there was a story to tell about this man. He had the
writer’s response to an observation he made, and he turned it into a special piece of
poetry.

We created Honeycomb seven years ago for exactly this purpose: to share such
inspired writing by our students. We hope you’re enjoying the results.
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Fun With My Cousin
Natalie N.
Kindergarten
Mrs. Burger
If | Were King
e Nathan S.
m First Grade
Ms. Jones
5 -
£ &3 If | were king for a day, | would have a castle, of course, but not like
| any other old castle. It would be made of solid GOLD! | would decide to start
- g\ a chess tournament in my castle. At the end of the drawbridge | would have

a box and inside the box there would be number keys. There would be a
password that only the guys on my team knew. If you didn’t put the right code in, the alarm
would go off and then | would know when the battle will begin! If the bad guys broke a window
the knights would be waiting there so they could start fighting! The knights would knock the bad
guys into the moat and the alligators would bite them! After that, the jesters would entertain us
while the party goes on. For dinner we would have lamb, chicken, and salad. | would be very rich!
| would be the best king ever, so that every person in my kingdom would love me!
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| Think Not!

Joanne K.

Fourth Grade
Mr. Jamison

As a person interested in Alta California, | think the right
choice is to continue to stay in the East, right where | am. | have
three good reasons for this.

First of all, heading to the goldfields is too risky. There is
a chance that | might strike it rich, but there are higher chances
of dying.

Secondly, the traveling and disease are dangerous. There is a high chance of not even
reaching the goldfields! You might starve to death, get dehydrated, or die of diseases like
influenza.

Finally, leaving for Alta California would mean leaving all my friends, family, and loved
ones for a place where | am not uncertain about whether | would live or die.

| have given three good reasons for my opinion. If you do leave for the goldfields, there is a
chance you might prosper, but | would prefer to continue where | am. | would make no changes in
my life based on news, rumor or gossip!

A Letter to My Butterfly
Natalie D.

Second Grade
Ms. Dane

May 17, 2011

Dear Tropical,

We are good friends. | really, really liked you as a larva. You were so cute and fuzzy.
You were adorable to me. Your bristles were black and fuzzy. You were only one centimeter long
when | first got you. At first | thought you were dead. Then | saw you moving. | saw you eating
delicious food. | saw the thread that you used to attach yourself to the cup.

After a few days you were in your chrysalis stage. The chrysalis had a button
attached to the lid of your cup. When you were a chrysalis | realized that you were going to turn
into a butterfly. Your chrysalis was colorful with green and gold on it. | was so excited, but you
took a long time.

When you turn into a butterfly, | am going to give you my phone number! | will carry
you around a lot! But, watch out for birds because they eat you. They seem so sweet, but they are
evil creatures. | want you to have a wonderful life cycle and make sure that birds don’t eat you. |
want you to yell my name when you need help.

Your friend,
Natalie
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Double Trouble

Nishanth B.
Third Grade
Mrs. Dent

In a jungle there were some amazing animals. What were
they and what were their names? Well, here they are: one of them
was Nishanth, a king of wasps, a bear called Wesley, a king of
hornets called David, hornets, wasps and a trapper of all kinds of
bees called Jake. Also, George the ape, who rides on a rhino, a bird
called Billy and finally a snake, called Harrison.

On July 21%, when George was riding on his rhino, he noticed a slight difference and that was there
was no lake to drink water from. So what he did was wake up everyone except Jake, because he didn’t
want him to capture anyone. But Jake woke up anyway to the smell of pancakes.

The animals and Jake didn’t know there was a snake called Harrison living in a tree. Harrison
wanted to make friends, so he jumped down and went into the animals’ sleeping place to make friends.
Normally, if Jake was in a bad mood, he would have captured David, the king of hornets, which he almost
always tries, but misses. So, Harrison went inside to meet everyone else and everyone welcomed him. Jake
tried capturing Harrison even though capturing snakes was not his hobby. But, Harrison escaped through
the net’s holes.

George got bored watching, so he made them split up and told them the news which was the
problem about the lake. After everyone understood the problem, George led them out. Billy, Nishanth and
David flew ahead of George and flew across to where the lake used to be. Beyond the lake was a strip of
land. All the animals that could fly searched across the land to see if there was anything suspicious.
Nishanth was the first to find something, and it was a treasure chest. He called everyone else and they
came to check it out. Wesley wanted to open it, but a key was needed, so he opened it with his claws.

Guess what was inside? It was just a shiny old book about the lake. Everyone was upset except the
hornets because they wanted to sell it for millions and millions of honey. Nobody let them because they
thought it might tell where the lake went.

“Hold it right there, animals!” yelled a mysterious creature.

When the animals got a look at him, he was as fat as the lake. The animals went toward him and
figured out he was a park ranger who was now retired. He said he drank the whole entire lake because he
was $00000000000000 thirsty. The animals thought about how they could get the water back.

Reading the animals’ minds, the ranger said, “I’ll get some buckets full of water and pour it in the
lake.” The ranger also said, “I’ll do it all by myself because it was my fault.” But the animals made a sign
that said they would help and the park ranger said, “Yes.” The animals finished in a day and a half with
the park ranger. They all said a special good bye to the park ranger.

After that, there was another problem and it was that their sleeping place was destroyed. Part of it
was destroyed with bite marks. They accused Wesley the bear, because the bite marks looked exactly like
his.

They heard a loud noise outside. Nishanth rushed out to see who it was with everyone else behind
him. Nobody knew who it was. They were crime stoppers or detectives. They asked, “Is there a crime here
or what?” Next, they said, “We smelled a crime in this forest.” Wesley used his claws to write “yes” on a
log. For the first time ever, George got off his rhino and led them inside while pointing. Right at that
moment, he jumped back on his rhino. The detectives smelled something tremendously suspicious. One
said, “lt was a crane’s bite.” Everyone nodded.

So, they set out in the forest to search for a crane. They all split up because they could
communicate with each other. The animals went north and the detectives went south. When the animals
just started, everyone found a crane’s scent trail. When it ended, it was at an open area where birds were

(Continued on page 8)
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Hawaii: The Greatest State

Megan F.
Fifth Grade

Mrs. Derby H AN 7l

Luaus, beautiful beaches, and surfing are not the only reasons why people live or vacation in
Hawaii. There are many more reasons that Hawaii is the greatest state in the United States.

If you want to go somewhere with great weather, go to Hawaii. Hawaii has mild tropical weather,
mostly 70 to 100 degrees throughout the entire year. Since Hawaii has mild weather, you can do outdoor
activities whenever you want. It’s no wonder that Hawaii was rated the number one place to go for its
beautiful weather.

Besides the weather, Hawaii has many wonderful places to visit and shop. Hawaii’s Volcano National
Park, Pearl Harbor, and Waimea Canyon are only a few great places you can visit. Hawaii also offers many
places to shop, including the DFS Galleria, the Ala Moana Center, and the Royal Hawaiian Center.

Another great thing about Hawaii is its physical features. With great beaches, water caves,
volcanoes, and waterfalls, these physical features make it a great reason to go and visit Hawaii. Warm
waters and soft, white sandy beaches make Hawaii’s beaches some of the best in the world. Water caves
are also another thing that is awesome about Hawaii’s physical features. Tsunamis, heavy rain and strong
winds create these water caves. Last but not least, Hawaii has beautiful waterfalls. These waterfalls vary
from 20 to 422 feet and are scattered all over Hawaii.

Even though Hawaii has so much to offer, it does have its few downsides. Every few years
hurricanes sweep through Hawaii and destroy homes and businesses there. You might think there are not as
many attractions as some of the other bigger states may offer. Also, the eruptions from Hawaii’s volcanoes
can destroy property and existing physical features. Even if there are some drawbacks, there are still many
things in Hawaii that should appeal to you.

So visit Hawaii, and you will know why it is the greatest state in the United States. With its
wonderful weather, great places to visit, and amazing physical features, you will have a great time in
Hawaii.

Aloha!

My Sundance Apartment
Ellie T.

First Grade
Mrs. Hinkle

Welcome to my apartment. My hame
is Ellie. | live in apartment 3A in the
Sundance Apartments. | live with my two
dogs, Marley and Maggie. | am an astronaut. |
like my job because | discover things about
the moon. | live next door to Sofia. She is a
baker. My other neighbor is Allison. She is a
chef. | love living here. That’s my life!

HONEY
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Haiku Collection |

Agnes H.
Sixth Grade
Mr. Ngo
Marshmallow Hawaii ‘
Sweet, soft marshmallow Waves roar and roll in .
People eat and roast all day As music plays on warm night
In the sparkling fire Fireworks blast in sky
Mr. Ngo Elizabeth
Best teacher in world Funny, smiling, weird
Organized, encouraging You’re my best friend in the world
Thank you Mr. Ngo | love you ‘Lizzy
6th Grade

Fantastic sixth grade
Precious memories in mind
Sadly say farewell

HONEY

The Tricky Leprechaun
Noelle A.

First Grade
Mrs. Bohannon

One day, | was walking home from school and | heard
someone screaming in my house. | looked in my toy house and
| saw a leprechaun’s family. They were celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day. They were eating cake and playing. | grabbed
the baby leprechaun. All the leprechauns wore the same
clothes - red shoes and green hats and black buttons. | asked,
“Where is the pot of gold?” But the baby leprechaun just
looked up, down and he didn’t talk. So | asked the dad
leprechaun.

He said, “It’s in the tree over there.”

Then | asked, “What tree is it?”

He said, “This tree.”

| wanted to tell my mom and dad, so | put a sign on
the tree. Then | went back home and brought my mom and
dad. When | went outside, | saw a lot of signs. The
leprechauns had tricked us.

HONEY
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Wisconsin Cheddar

Lawrence L.

Fourth Grade
Ms. Kayashima

Oh Wisconsin Cheddar, Oh Wisconsin Cheddar,
Fats loves the way you taste.
You are from Wisconsin,
I don’t want to waste.

Oh Wisconsin Cheddar, Oh Wisconsin Cheddar,
You are the star.
When Fats hears your name,
He comes running from afar.

Oh Wisconsin Cheddar, Oh Wisconsin Cheddar,
All the mice love you.
You are smooth and creamy,
And that is very true!
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On Mother’s Day

Lucas D.

Kindergarten
Mrs. Piesik
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Camp Dolphin

Elise R.
Third Grade
Mrs. Watson and Mrs. Marquand

Teddy and Lucy were a brother and sister who lived in a big, big city. It was a city with crowded streets
and a lot of noise. Not many trees, not many plants. One day, Teddy and Lucy were wondering what life was
like camping outdoors. They wanted to see plants and nature!

Mandy, their baby sitter, who they stayed with them often always shared her camp experiences with
Teddy and Lucy.

“Can we please go camping with you?” asked Teddy and Lucy.

“If your parents give me permission, | will take you camping,” replied Mandy.

Teddy and Lucy got approval from their parents to go camping with Mandy. They were so excited, they
went to bed early. Mandy would pick them up the next morning at 8:30 sharp! Lucy and Teddy woke up to the
sound of a car honking. They looked out the window and saw Mandy’s bright red car. They quickly got dressed
and grabbed their bags to go.

“Have fun!’ shouted their mother. They hurried into the car.

When they arrived at camp it was a beautiful sight with clear, blue water and lots of green, grassy
fields. It was the perfect camp for swimming and playing ball. The first thing they did was set up their tent.
Then they jumped in the clear blue water and swam for hours. After swimming, they played ball on the grassy
field. Finally, they ate dinner and went to sleep in their tent. Lucy slept closest to the opening of the tent. All
of the sudden water came in and drenched Lucy.

Lucy screamed, “Oh no!”

Mandy said, “I have an idea, let’s sleep in hammocks.”

“What? You brought hammocks?” asked Teddy.

“No, let’s use palm leaves instead,” said Mandy.

“0.k.,” they agreed.

“Let’s try it,” they both shouted.

They spent hours making hammocks together. They made one hammock for Mandy and one for Lucy and
Teddy to share. They even managed to make a fire pit. They had a great trip to Camp Dolphin. When it was
time to leave they were sad, but happy, too.

HONEY

Double Trouble

(Continued from page 4)
cawing and where there was tons of food - all the food the animals liked!

There was a secret cave leading to a mysterious place and there was bird food there. The animals
figured out they were spying on a crane. Wesley wrote a message to the detectives that read, “We found a
crane.” They told Billy the bird to give it to the detectives. Billy had to fly about fifty miles. He fainted
after about forty nine miles and he fainted into a tree hole where an owl lived. After some time, Billy was
feeling conscious second by second. A minute later, he went out to find the detectives and he did, after
five minutes. Billy flew to them and told them everything.

Next, he put them on his back to take them where the animals were. After Billy found the animals,
he flew down to them. When the crane was sleeping, the detectives and the animals took it back to their
camp. Next, the animals forced him to rebuild it and the crane did without hesitation. After the crane was
done, they let him go. The detectives left a day later. The animals lived happily ever after.

HONEY
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| Want a Dog

Natalie C.
Fifth Grade

Mr. Ngo ﬂ
-
@

Do you like dogs? Do you want another dog? Are you tired of J
your old, boring dog? Well if you answered yes to at least one of - .
these questions, then you have to get a dog as soon as possible!
Having a dog is fun, but only your parents might be holding you back.
Although, there would be ways to persuade your parents so they would think it is a fantastic idea to get a
puppy! | know | want a Shi-Tzu dog and | always try and get them to buy a dog and I’m almost there!

| would like a dog because of many, many reasons. They are playful, enjoyable, cute and very loyal.
Dogs can also give you more responsibility so you could be more independent and reliable. Plus, they can be
very useful. You can do a lot of exercise with a dog. For example, when you are taking it for a walk, you
could run, skateboard, or bike with it. They would also give you a chance to go outside more. Not only that,
but if you get a big, protective dog, you could use it as a security dog when you are getting burglarized, or
maybe even when crazy people want to teepee your house, you can have your big, mean, vicious dog go out
there and bark and scare them away! Also, a dog is a fantastic family pet for you and your family to spend
quality time with each other. Dogs are also very obedient and listen to everything you say! They are fabulous
friends to play with whenever you are bored. Plus, they are great companions and are always there for you
so whenever you feel down or just having a bad day, you can just go to them and cuddle up, get warm, and
get happy again!

Even though dogs can be fun and playful, they have some flaws. One of the most common flaws is
they can just be sloppy and drool absolutely everywhere! And sloppy leads to smelly. They can just stink up
everywhere plus themselves! So when you come home, you might be like “Eeeewww!!!! What is that horrible
smell?” Plus, dogs can just bark like crazy! That can disturb you and your neighbors and cause everyone
sleepless nights. Dogs are also a lot of work. You have to train them to do the right things and also give it
baths once or twice a week or they would get dirty and smelly. This is a big responsibility for me if | get a
dog. | understand these flaws and will work my best to avoid them.

| hope that all parents will understand that every child should have a dog and that they will get it for
them. Dogs are great pets for children, teenagers, and adults. They are fun, loyal, caring, lovable, fantastic
companions, and great cuddle buddies for absolutely everyone! | surely wish that my parents would get my
Shi-Tzu dog | have been asking for years.

Letter to a Butterfly

Drewin L.

Second Grade
Mrs. Pursley and Mrs. Webster

Dear Star Wars,

You have been very small since | got you in that stinky cup. | do not want you to die. | want you to turn into a
big butterfly. When you grow up, | am going to miss you. When | release you, | will be sad, really sad. | am hoping for
you to come back to me. You are still too tiny to be a chrysalis. You’re still a caterpillar. You have been growing a
long time. | hope you don’t die. Some advice for you, when | release you, you will go into the dangerous world. There
are predators out there. Try to scare them away. The predators are hard to scare, though.

Your friend,
Drewin L.

HONEY
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North Dakota

Nicholas M.

Fifth Grade
Mrs. Michelena

Let me tell you about the best state ever! | think North Dakota is the best state because it has
famous people, famous sites, and interesting places.

Famous people in North Dakota are Darin Erstad, a former MLB outfielder/first baseman, who
caught the final out in Game 7 of the 2002 World Series. Phil Jackson, former coach of the L.A. Lakers; he
has won the most NBA championships ever as player and coach. And last, Leslie Bibb, a famous actress who
has starred in many films.

Famous sites in North Dakota are the Badlands, the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame, and the
Great Plains. | like the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame because it shows North Dakota’s cowboy
heritage. | like the Badlands because they have a variety of many animals living there. | like the Great
Plains because they are so large that they stretch through 10 states!

Interesting places in North Dakota are Devil’s Lake, Fargo, Killdeer, Oriska, the Sheyenne River,
Valley City and Ypsilanti. Out of all of those, Devil’s Lake is my favorite. It is a very unique phenomenon; it
is a body of water that is isolated from any other bodies of water to drain into, so the water sits in the
lake, slowly growing larger, and larger, and larger.

Now, | know that some people might like warm coastal states like California, Hawaii, and Florida.
But none of those has the history, landmarks, or culture of North Dakota. For instance, did you know that
North Dakota is the 17" largest state? Also, it grows the most sunflowers of any state. That is why | think
North Dakota is the best state of all.

Haiku Collection Il

Stephanie G.
Sixth Grade
Mr. Dodge

Soccer

| shoot with my foot

And my team erupts with cheer
| have made a goal

Flowers Sister

A rustle blows by | watch her cartwheel

Our heads all nod in the breeze And land down with a soft crunch
Spring is here at last Then turn and do more

HONEY
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The Seven Chairs

Leila M.

Third Grade
Mrs. Vining and Mrs. Gramata

One day, on March 5,1857, there was a ghost
named Boo and he lived in Africa. He explained to
himself, “l wish | had some friends. | am all lonely and |
have nothing to do.”’

About a week later, a newspaper was delivered to
his house. When he was reading the first page, he saw
that there was a new furniture store in town. Boo asked
himself, “Should | go there or should | just stay home
and watch T.V?” He explained to himself, “I should go. |
have no furniture and | want some in my house.” The
address to the furniture store was in the newspaper. He
flew and followed the directions to the furniture store
as fast as he could.

When he finally reached the huge furniture
store, he went inside the enormous, black door. When
Boo got in, he saw that it was very crowded and very
noisy. He didn’t want anybody to see him, so Boo turned
invisible. Boo looked everywhere to find a chair that
looked beautiful. When he saw seven beautiful pink and
green chairs, he loved them so much that he wanted to
buy all of the chairs. He whispered quietly to himself,
“Those are all beautiful chairs and | really want to buy
one, but | have no money.”

Boo really wanted to have one chair. He thought
and thought about ways to have one of the chairs. He
finally came up with an idea. He wanted to steal one of the chairs. He also wanted the chair that
was the cleanest. He looked at all the chairs and decided that he wanted the fifth chair. He
turned invisible again with the chair in his hands and quickly went out of the store. When he got
out of the store, he said to himself, “l hope nobody saw me get the chair out of the furniture
store.”

One person saw him. It was Mr. Lee. Boo didn’t know what to do, but he decided to take
the chair and live in France. Boo turned invisible and flew as fast as he could to France. The
police came out of the furniture store and shouted, “I am going to get you, whoever you are!!!”
Boo flew faster and faster every time without getting tired.

Five days later, Boo was in France with the chair. A thousand days later, Mr. Lee caught
Boo and put him in jail for one year. While Boo was in jail for one year, Mr. Lee went back to
Africa but forgot to bring the pink and green chair back with him. By the time Boo was out of jail,
he took the green and pink chair with him to his new home and shouted, “l am glad the police
didn’t take the chair back to Africa!’’ And he was happy for the rest of his life.

{ ]

o |
| HorEY
S




Page 12 Honeycomb

A Wet Rainy Day h

i

Claire A. 2

Second Grade ke ]
Mrs. Dent e, . a0
;-,»; - b ”

One warm summer day, the birds were chirping
beautifully, flowers of all kinds were blooming and the sun was
shining brightly. There was a sweet bee named Claire who was
flying gracefully to a beautiful flower when she saw her best
friends, Katie and Kiana, the caterpillars. They were both
munching on an emerald green leaf. So she flew down to talk to her friends.

When they saw her, they said, “Hi.”

They talked about what they would do the next day. After their chat, Claire carefully flew
up and began her journey to the beautiful flower once again.

The next day, there was bad news! The friends had planned to meet on the same leaf they
had talked on, but it was raining. So Claire came up with a brilliant solution! It was to take the
round leaf that had fallen into the hive as an umbrella. With two other leaves, vine and some
honey, she made a fine basket. She slung the basket over her shoulder and tightened the basket
by cutting the end of the leaf and vine in half. She grabbed the end of the leaf and put it
through both ends of the vines. With the two ends of the vine, she twisted them into a knot. She
grabbed the basket and headed outside.

When she got outside, she gathered strands of grass, ten rose petals, five daisy petals and
a tiny rose thorn. She quickly flew back to the hive and into her room. She unpacked her basket
and placed it on a hook.

First, she took the daisy petals and placed them in a

flower shape. Then, she took the rose petals and put them in the
Honeycomb spaces between the daisy petals. Next, she took the wide end of
the tiny rose thorn and made a hole in it. Then, she took a
strand of grass and put it through the hole in the thorn. After
that, she sewed the petals together. Then, she took another

Bonita Canyon School
1 Sundance Drive

Irvine, CA 92603 strand of grass and tied both ends together. Next, she made a
hole in the middle of the daisy and rose petals. Finally, she took
PEZQ-GQES%SSE%SO the knotted piece of grass and pushed the knot into the hole.
Email: jdent@iusd.org She put her hands through the hole and grasped the strand of
or cdodge@iusd.org grass and headed outside.

When she got outside, she pushed through the wind and
See the web version at rain. Inst_ead of going to the leaf, she went to her friends’ house
www.iusd.org/bc/ because it was very cold.

honeycomb When she got to her friends’ house, she rang the doorbell.
When her friends saw her, they were very surprised. But they
still let her in. As soon as she got into their house, she smelled
fresh baked cookies and hot chocolate.

They ate and talked for the rest of the day. When it was

time for Claire to leave, it had stopped raining and...there was a
| beautiful rainbow arching over her head. She had a safe, but

@ | USD cold trip home.
5050 Barrancal Par kway
rlrvine, CA 92604 oy




