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A Note from the Principal’s Desk 

College Park is continually looking for ways to improve the academic 

program every child receives and improve student learning. Our staff seeks 

to: 

 promote academic excellence through high quality classroom 

instruction.  

 motivate students to learn in a warm and nurturing environment.  

 instill in students the technical skills necessary to succeed in the 

world of tomorrow.  

 empower students to think and express themselves clearly.  

 develop the character and values necessary for students to act well, 

appreciate life, and contribute to society.  

In this quest for excellence, College Park established professional 

collaborative learning communities as part of our planning routine a couple 

of years ago. These professional learning communities are collaborative 

teams of teachers who work together to change the way they teach in order 

to address all students’ learning needs. In using this model, there has been a 

shift by our teachers from focusing on instruction to focusing on student 

learning. This process has provided a way of engaging our school’s faculty 

in sustained, onsite professional development that has built capacity and 

collegiality, improved teaching quality, and has focused on student 

achievement. As a result, the following components are embedded into our 

school culture.  

 collegial and facilitative participation of the principal, who shares 

leadership - and thus, power and authority - through inviting staff 

input in decision making  

 shared vision that is developed from staff's unswerving commitment 

to students' learning and that is consistently articulated and 

referenced for the staff's work  

 collective learning among staff and application of that learning to 

solutions that address students' needs  

 the visitation and review of each teacher's classroom behavior by 

peers as a feedback and assistance activity to support individual and 

community improvement and  

 physical conditions and human capacities that support such an 

operation  
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So what difference has this made? What have we 

gained from engaging together in professional 

learning communities? The following abbreviated 

outlined report of staff and student outcomes has 

been seen since introducing professional learning 

communities to our staff. 

For staff, the following results have been observed:  

 reduction of isolation of teachers  

 increased commitment to the mission and 

goals of the school and increased vigor in 

working to strengthen the mission  

 shared responsibility for the total 

development of students and collective 

responsibility for students' success  

 powerful learning that defines good teaching 

and classroom practice and that creates new 

knowledge and beliefs about teaching and 

learners  

 increased meaning and understanding of the 

content that teachers teach and the roles they 

play in helping all students achieve 

expectations  

 higher likelihood that teachers will be well 

informed, professionally renewed, and 

inspired to inspire students  

 more satisfaction and higher morale 

  significant advances in adapting teaching to 

the students, accomplished more quickly 

than in traditional schools  

 commitment to making significant and 

lasting changes and  

  a higher likelihood of undertaking 

fundamental systemic change. 

For students, the results include:  

 increased learning that is distributed more 

equitably  

 greater academic gains in reading, math, and 

science 

 smaller achievement gaps between students 

from different backgrounds.  

In addition, I am pleased to report that the College 

Park staff has also successfully implemented 

Response to Instruction (RTI) across all grade 

levels in the area of language arts this school year. 

The staff is dedicated to this instructional model for 

teaching reading. They meet weekly to plan, confer 

with colleagues, analyze students’ work, and 

develop instructional plans for each individual 

student. 

Through our staff’s participation in professional 

learning communities and the implementation of 

Response to Instruction, our teachers have been 

more effective, and student outcomes have 

increased - a goal upon which we can all agree.  

Respectfully, 

Alan Battenfield, Principal 

 

 

 

The College Park Elementary PTA 

Cordially invites you to  

Ȱ3ÐÌÁÓÈ into  (ÏÌÌÙ×ÏÏÄȱ 

υÓÔ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 0ÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ .ÉÇÈÔ /ÕÔ  

Fundraising Event  

 

Saturday, March 6, 2010 

6:00 PM ɀ 11:00 PM 

Irvine Hilton Hotel  

18800 MacArthur Blvd.  

(949) 833 -9999 

California Chic Attire  

RSVP by Tuesday, March 2 

by returning the attached card with your payment to  

College Park Elementary School  

(via teachers or office)  

 



Splash into Hollywood 

Splash into Hollywood is College Park’s first 

annual “Parents Night Out” fundraiser.  Instead of 

selling anything, we are having an evening of 

camaraderie to benefit our kids at College Park.  All 

money raised goes towards programs for all grade 

levels at College Park School. This event will be 

held on Saturday, March 6
th

, 2010 from 6:00 pm 

until 11 pm.   There will be a sit down dinner and 

D.J. along with the auctions (silent and live), 

opportunity drawings, raffles, and lots and lots of 

fun.  Tickets are $34 per person, or $340 for a 

reserved table (multiple forms of payment can be 

used to reserve a table for 10) and reserved tables 

will have complimentary group photos taken. 

Childcare has been arranged through the City of 

Irvine’s iPac, at Deerfield Community Park, so even 

the kids will have a night out!   

 

One invitation per family was sent home a week 

ago.  RSVP cards were included in the invitation 

and should be returned with payment to your child’s 

teacher or to the front office.  Neighbors, friends 

and extended family members of College Park 

students are invited to attend! We look forward to 

seeing all of you there! 

 

If you have questions about this event, please 

contact Karrie Nelsen or Kathy Emerick at 

cp.pta.programs@gmail.com 

Kindergarten Round-Up 

Thursday, April 29
th

 has been designated 

“Kindergarten Round Up” in the Irvine Unified 

School District. Children must be 5 years old on 

or before December 2, 2010 to enroll in 

kindergarten. Parents may begin the pre-

registration process for their kindergarten child on-

line at http://www.iusd.org/ beginning on March 5
th

 

for the 2010-2011 school year. After submitting the 

on-line registration, please call the school office to 

schedule an appointment to complete your child’s 

registration process. Information required for 

registration is: 

1. County Birth Certificate or Passport 

2. Immunization Record Documentation from 

physician’s office 

3. Address Verification in the College Park 

attendance area. We must see two of the 

following: electric bill, gas bill, cable bill, 

current official property tax forms or income tax 

correspondence, water bill, waste management 

bill, payroll stub, or current social services 

document. 

4. Parent Identification  

Our Kindergarten Parent Orientation Meeting is 

scheduled for April 29 at 7:00 P.M. All parents of 

children entering kindergarten in the fall are 

encouraged to attend. This evening is for parents 

only. During this evening parents will be given the 

opportunity to sign up for a kindergarten classroom 

visitation and school tour.  

 

GATE & APAAS Informational Meeting 

A meeting will be held for parents who would like 

information regarding our school’s “Gifted and 

Talented Education” program on Thursday, March 

11
th

 from 6:30 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. in Mrs. 

Mashburn’s classroom. During this time, an 

overview of College Park’s GATE program and 

IUSD’s APAAS program will be provided by our 

GATE teachers and the principal. Although anyone 

is welcome to attend, this meeting is specifically 

designed for parents of third, fourth, and fifth grade 

mailto:cp.pta.programs@gmail.com
http://www.iusd.org/


students whose child recently earned a GATE 

qualifying score of 95% or better on the OLSAT 

test. The presentation is not designed for parents of 

a student currently participating in College Park’s 

GATE program. Those parents with children not 

eligible for the GATE program who have questions 

regarding the school district’s APAAS program, 

should contact their child’s teacher or Mr. 

Battenfield.  

 

Head Lice 

 

It could happen to anyone, head lice are just plain 

lousy. Not only do they get in your hair, literally, 

but they also make kids miss school, parents miss 

work and make everyone’s lives frustrating. By 

learning the facts about lice and a few simple tips 

for treating them, you can successfully combat this 

pesky, little invader. 

 

Facts about Lice: 

 
• Head lice do not discriminate and can affect 

anyone: rich or poor, young or old, male or 
female. 

• Head Lice don’t jump or hop or fly. They are 
mainly transmitted by head to head contact and 
by sharing objects such as combs, brushes, 

headbands, hats, hooded coats or sweaters with 
an infested person. 

• Head lice don’t thrive on animals. They’re 
human parasites. 

• Head lice don’t infest environments. They 
require human blood to live. However, lice can 
survive off the scalp several hours, and the eggs 
can last longer. 

• Head lice aren’t seasonal. They can be 
contracted year-round in any climate. 

• Heat from a hair dryer won’t kill head lice. 
Extreme temperatures (too hot for a person’s 
scalp) are needed to successfully kill them. 
 

Here are things you can do to keep head lice out of 

your hair: 

 
• Watch for signs of head lice, such as frequent 

head scratching. Check the scalp regularly for 
lice and their eggs, called nits, using a good 
source of light. Lice are reddish brown insects 
about the size of a sesame seed. They may turn 
colors from white or gray to red or dark brown. 
Nits are grayish-white, always oval shaped, and 
are glued at an angle to the side of the hair shaft. 

• Avoid confusing nits with hair debris like 
dandruff  is usually irregularly shaped and easy 
to remove, while nits are tear-shaped and 
difficult to dislodge. 

• Only those infested should be treated. 
Treatments should not be used to prevent 
infestation. 

• Consult a pharmacist or doctor before using a 
lice treatment on someone who is pregnant, 
breast feeding, has allergies, asthma, epilepsy, 
or other medical conditions or has lice or nits in 
the eyebrow-s or eyelashes. 

• Remember that all lice-killing products are 
pesticides. Follow package directions carefully. 
Use the product over the sink, not in the tub or 
shower. Always keep eyes covered. 

• Remove all nits. Separate hair in sections and 
remove all attached nits with a lice removal 
comb. Nits you can’t remove by combing can be 
removed by cutting them out with scissors or 
picking them out with your fingernails. Clean 
nails immediately if you use them to remove 
nits. 

• Wash bedding, towels and recently worn 
clothing in hot water and dry in a hot dryer for 
at least 20 minutes. Combs and brushes should 
he soaked in hot water for 10 minutes. Vacuum 
all carpets, rugs, upholstered furniture 
mattresses, non-washable bedding, fuzzy toys 



and car interiors (seats and headrests) 
thoroughly. 

• Notify your child’s school, camp, child-care 
provider, neighborhood parents and friends 
about the outbreak so they can be on the 
lookout. 

• For more information, visit the following web 
sites: www.headlice.org, www.liceout.com, or  

 KidsHealth.org. 
 

World’s Fair 

The PTA is currently in the planning stages for our 

school’s World’s Fair. It will be held on Friday, 

June 4
th

. This event is the highlight of our school 

year. It involves our entire school population and 

requires the assistance of many volunteers. Parents 

are needed to operate game booths, organize food 

booths, donate food, set up and take down, sell 

tickets, and a multitude of other things. Please 

contact Kathy Emerick, our PTA President, if you 

can help. 

Irvine Public School’s Foundation  

IPSF is responding to the budget challenges facing 

all 27,000 students by launching a 7-Week 

Campaign to raise funds for Classroom 

Support.  IUSD and the Board of Education will 

need a firm commitment by March 15 of how much 

they will be able to budget and we are asking for 

your help to commit as much as possible.  

Dollars raised will impact every school in the 

district. This means that each principal will have the 

discretion to use donated dollars to help mitigate the 

cuts. Schools can utilize the funds to provide 

additional staff support such as aides and additional 

teacher hours.  This will help to lessen the effects of 

having to increase class sizes on your child.  

This is not the first time that we’ve raised funds for 

Classroom Support. In 2008-2009 IPSF donated a 

total of $991,000 to support students in the 

classrooms. The funds were used by IUSD in the 

following ways: 

 Teacher support in larger elementary 

classrooms by supporting salaries for aides.  

 Provide extra teacher hours in middle 

schools and high schools  

 

Please visit the IPSF website today at, 

www.ipsf.net/donations .  You can make a gift of 

any amount online through the secure sever.  Or, 

consider giving just a dollar a day and join the IPSF 

365 Club.  Donations can also be mailed to IPSF, 

18552 MacArthur Blvd, Suite 200, Irvine, CA 

92612.  

 

Dates to Remember: 

 Parents Appreciating Teachers and Staff 

(PATS) donations must be turned in by March 

5, 2010.      

 Save the date!! The 2010 Donald Bren Honors 

Concert will be held Tuesday, April 27 at the 

Renee and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall.  The 

opportunity for IUSD students to perform in this 

world class space is very exciting, but it means 

that ALL concert attendees MUST have a 

purchased ticket.  Tickets are available by 

contacting the IPSF office. 

 IUSD/IPSF Summer Enrichment Program:  

Summer classes begin June 28, 2010 and 

continue until July 23.  No classes will be held 

http://www.ipsf.net/donations


on July 5.  IUSD, in conjunction with IPSF, will 

once again provide academic and recreational 

opportunities for students this summer at sites 

throughout the city.  Additional details re- 

garding course offerings and locations will be 

available in late March! For more information 

regarding summer programs please visit 

www.iusd.org/summerschool.   

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 1 Dolphin Games, Grades 5 & 3 

March 2 Dolphin Games, Grades 6 & 4 

March 2 Read Across America Day 

March 2  School Site Council, 2:45 PM 

March 3 IUSD Science Fair 

March  3 Dolphin Games, Kindergarten 

March 4 Dolphin Games, Grades 1& 2 

March 6 Parent’s Night Out 

March 8 IHS Dr. Seuss Performance Assembly 

March 9 K-2 Music Open House 

March 9 PTA Association Meeting, 7:00 PM 

March 10 Upper Grade Talent Show 

March 11 GATE Parent Info Night, 6:30 PM 

March 12 Primary Grade Talent Show 

March 13 IPSF Annual House Raffle Kick-Off 

March 15-19 Student Council Sponsored Irvine 

Animal Shelter Donation Drive 

March 16 K-2 Music Open House 

March 19 2
nd

 Trimester Ends 

March 19 Walk Thru Ancient Civilization, Hunt 

& Patterson 

March 22 6
th

 Grade Panoramic Photo 

March 22 5
th

 Grade Guy Stuff 

March 22-26 Parent Conferences , Minimum Day s 

March 23-25 Ruby’s Family Dinner Nights 

March 29 Pretend City Field Trip, Whitehead & 

Baise 

March 29- April 2 6
th

 Grade Outdoor Science Camp 

March 30 3
rd

 Grade Music Share 

March 31 Pretend City Field Trip, Saine & 

Tumbaga 

 

 

http://www.iusd.org/summerschool

