
                    

              

November 2009 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
In This Issue 
 
 
 
  

A Note from the Principal’s Desk 

College Park welcomes and values our volunteer parents. Without volunteers, 

many programs and activities offered at our school would not be possible. Of most 

importance, is our College Park Parent Teacher Association or PTA. This 

association is composed of volunteer parents and committed staff members who 

devote their time and talents to providing support for our school and special 

experiences and events for our students. There are many opportunities for parents 

to become involved.  Your membership and participation in this outstanding 

organization benefits your child’s education. If you have not yet joined our PTA or 

volunteered to assist with an event or program, I encourage you to do so.  

 

 
 

With that in mind, we have a couple of large PTA and school sponsored events 

happening this month that require volunteer assistance. If you are available to 

assist in our Dolphin Games or help in this year’s Jog-a-thon, please contact your 

child’s teacher, PTA representative, or just show up.  

 

In conclusion, with the Thanksgiving Holiday rapidly approaching, I would like 

to take a moment on behalf of the entire staff to express our deep gratitude to 

our parent and community volunteers for the support they have given College 

Park throughout the years.  Your contributions are enormous and our students 

have been significantly impacted by your generosity.  

 

Alan Battenfield 

 Principal 
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Jog-A-Thon 

Mark your calendars now, so you won’t miss out on 

College Park’s annual Jog-a-thon. Not only does 

this event assist us in emphasizing the importance 

of physical fitness to our students, it serves as one 

of our PTA’s main fundraisers. This event is 

especially important this year because it replaces 

our gift wrap fundraiser that has been used in the 

past at the beginning of each year. The change was 

made because almost all of the proceeds raised go 

directly to the school. The gift wrap fundraiser 

yielded the school only 50% of the proceeds.  This 

year our jog-a-thon monies will go toward the 

purchase of document cameras for each classroom.  

Any additional monies earned will be used to 

maintain and support existing student programs that 

have been established in past years. These programs 

include, but are not limited to the K-2 Music 

Program, assemblies, Walk Through Programs, 

DARE, Family Nights, GOTCHA Lunches, Guy 

Stuff, Health Clerk, Mother Daughter Tea, library, 

Reading Counts, Lunch Time Activities, Dolphin 

Games, Parent Education Seminars, Reflections 

Awards, Sixth Grade Promotion, Staff Appreciation 

Luncheon, Student Recognition Awards, 

scholarships, and teacher classroom enrichment. In 

addition, the PTA pays for equipment maintenance 

contracts and various school supplies.  

The Jog-a-thon will take place on Friday, 

November 13
th

, 2009.  Students will run for one 

half hour around a track set up on our field that is 

approximately one quarter mile. By participating in 

the jog-a-thon, students will have the opportunity to 

win prizes.  

Our goal is to raise $40, 000. In order for this jog-a-

thon fundraiser to be successful, we need your help 

and participation in several ways.   

1. Teach your child the value of education and the 

importance of supporting College Park. 

Encourage your child to participate, run as many 

laps as they are capable of running, and recruit 

as many sponsors as possible.  

2. Assist your child in obtaining sponsors and 

soliciting donations. Help your child identify 

potential sponsors and provide them with 

effective strategies to use in approaching those 

sponsors. Donors may sponsor a student for a 

monetary amount per lap run or give a set 

amount. All donations are tax. Checks should be 

made out to College Park PTA. 

3. Assist on the day of the jog-a-thon. We need 

people to assist their child’s classroom by 

marking students’ lap cards. In addition, we 

need help with set- up, take-down, filling water 

jugs, etc.  

4. Assist your child in collecting money from their 

sponsors and returning it by the due date. In 

order to qualify for grand prizes, all money must 

be returned to school by Monday, November 

30, 2009. 

 

Dolphin Games 

Again this year, Dolphin Games will be holding its 

yearly preliminary event competition the first week 

in November. This program is designed to improve 

students’ physical fitness and prepare them for the 

annual Irvine Junior Games. Organized by Mrs. 

Johnson, Mrs. Allan, and Ms. Horton, in 

cooperation with our Lunch Time Activity Staff, 

and the support of our PTA, Dolphin Games will 

provide students with an opportunity to compete 

against other students and strive for individual 

physical fitness improvement. The final 

competitions will be held in March.  



For those of you who may not be familiar with 

Dolphin Games, they are a form of track and field 

events designed to motivate students to achieve in 

the curriculum area of PE. The Dolphin Games 

consist of five competitive events aligned with the 

Irvine Junior Games. They are held twice a year at 

each grade level.  

A list of the events is below. 

1. Sprint (50 meters) 

2. Distance Run:  

a. 1 mile for upper  

b. 1/4 mile for primary 

3. Running Long Jump 

4. Soccer Kick 

5. Basketball Shoot for upper / Bean Bag 

Throw for primary 

All students will be recognized for their 

participation. The top five performers in each event 

at each grade level in the final Dolphin Games are 

honored at the last Student Recognition Awards 

Assembly of the school year. In addition, the top 

performers have their name placed on a plaque that 

will stay at the school.  

 

Instructional Support in Grades 4-6 

For a second year in a row, our IUSD School 

Board has allocated monies to be used for 

instructional support in upper grade classrooms 

with student rosters of 30 students or more and 

for upper grade combination classes. (Please 

note: A school with the enrollment the size of 

College Park is not anymore likely to have large 

class sizes than a school with a total enrollment 

of 400. The formula remains the same and the 

situation shifts from year to year.) As a result of 

this extra instructional support, I am pleased to 

introduce four new teachers to our staff. Please 

welcome Evonne Der, Julie Blandino, Ryan 

Asturias, and Linda Maver as support teachers in 

grades 4-6.  Each of them will be working 10-

17.5 hours a week.  Ms. Der will teach in 4
th

 

grade, Mrs. Blandino in 5
th

, Mr. Astuirias will 

teach in 6
th

, and Mrs. Maver will teach in Mrs. 

Counseller’s combination class. 

Library Flag Program 

As you know, a large number of students come to 

College Park from other countries. This 

international population creates a rich and diverse 

student body. We embrace this diverse population 

and appreciate the different cultural backgrounds. 

This is reflected in our school theme “Passport to 

the World.”  

 

To honor our student body and to promote respect 

among our different cultures, College Park has 

displayed flags from other countries that represent 

our students’ native lands in our library.  

 

Our goal for our library flag display is to represent 

every College Park students’ native country. Since 

only a few additions have been made to our 

collection for several years, it is quite possible that 

our collection does not represent all of our students. 

In order to ensure all students are represented, we 

need your help. Please visit our library and view our 

collection. If your child’s flag from the country in 

which he/she was born is missing, please consider 

purchasing one and donating it to the school to 

display. Before buying one, please check with other 



College Park families who share your child’s 

ethnicity. This will help avoid duplicate flags being 

bought and donated. If you have any questions, 

please contact Julie Hicks our school’s librarian at 

936-5565 or by email at jhicks@iusd.org. 

 

Harvest Cup Tournament 

Two weeks ago our 5
th

 & 6
th

 grade  boys’ & girls’ 

soccer teams played in the City of Irvine’s Harvest 

Cup Soccer Tournament. The girls won their first 

game on Sunday morning and advanced to the 

second round on that same day. In a very close 

second game on Sunday morning, our girls lost the 

game 3-1. Unfortunately the boys were defeated in 

the first game Friday night. Please take time to 

recognize the players for their effort and thank them 

for participating. Our fifth grade students are 

looking forward to competing again next year. 

Title 1 Attestation 

I am pleased to inform you that all teachers at 

College Park Elementary School are in full 

compliance with the requirements outlined under 

the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  (Including 

only teachers of English, reading, or language arts, 

mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and 

government, economics, arts history and 

geography) OR (Excluding teachers of physical ed, 

athletics, business, home economics, industrial 

technology). In addition, all instructional aides at 

our school are in full compliance with the 

requirements outlined under the No Child Left 

Behind Act of 2001. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

November 2  5
th

 Grade Dolphin Games, 8:15 AM  

   3
rd

 Grade Dolphin Games, 10:30 AM 

 

November 2  Jog-a-thon Kick-off Assemblies 

 

November 3  6
th

 Grade Dolphin Games, 8:15 AM 

   4
th

 Grade Dolphin Games, 10:30 AM 

 

November 3  School Site Council Meeting, 2:45 PM 

 

November 4  K Dolphin Games, 9:40 AM 

 

November 5  1
st
 Grade Dolphin Games, 8:30 AM 

   2
nd

 Grade Dolphin Games, 11:00 AM 

 

November 10 4
th

 Grade Filed Trip to  Mission San 

Juan 

 

November 11  Veteran’s Day Holiday (No School) 

 

November 12 6
th

 Grade Field Trip to Philharmonic 

Ancient Grooves 

 

November 13  Jog-a-thon 

 1
st
 & 2

nd
,  9:00 AM 

 Kindergarten, 10:10 AM 

 5
th

 & 6
th

, 11:00 AM 

 3
rd

 & 4
th

, 12:30 PM 

 

November 16-18  Water Assemblies, 4
th

 – 6th  

 

November 19   Target Family Reading Night  

November 26, 27 Thanksgiving Holiday 

 

mailto:jhicks@iusd.org

