
NEWSLETTER DATE  

Family Literacy Night and 

Story Teller   

11/06/08  

6:00 PM 

Koala Pride Awards  

Grades 1 -3  -  Courtyard                 

Kindergarten ñPAC 

11/07/08 

8:10 AM 

11:00 AM  

Minimum Day - 1:02 p.m. 

Begin Veteranõs Day 

11/07/08  

No School -                   

Veteranõs Day  

11/10/08 

and  

11/11/08  

Make Up Picture Day  11/12/08  

CBET Class 11/13/08       

6 PM 

Innisbrook Gift Wrap   

Delivery  

11/18/08  

Brock Edwards Magic 

ShowñOutdoor Stage  

11/19/08   

6 PM 

Thanksgiving Break ñ   

No School  

11/27 and 

11/28  

UPCOMING DATES 
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Dear Culverdale Families,  

 Please join us tonight from 6 -7 PM  for our Family 

Literacy Night and Story Teller.  Students will be enter-

tained by a professional story teller while parents attend 

grade level breakout sessions focused on literacy.  This 

will be fun for the whole family.  

 One of my favorite sayings is an old African proverb, òIt takes a 

whole village to educate a child.ó  This is certainly the case for Culver-

dale School.  Without the help and support of our families, we wouldnõt 

be able to run our school effectively.  Several cases in point are the PTA, 

School Site Council and English Learner Advisory Committee.  This weekõs 

newsletter is focused on sharing the good work that is happening at our 

school because of so many dedicated volunteers.  If you are interested 

in becoming involved in any of these committees, please contact me.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Allie Nixon, Principal  

 PARKING               

Now Available on 

San Leandro  

 

Families may now park on 

the school side of San 

Leandro Street to drop off 

and pick up students.  

 

TONIGHT 

Family Literacy Night and Story Teller 

November 6th from 6:00 - 7:00 

Culverdale Plays In  

28th Annual Harvest Cup Soccer Tournament  

 Culverdale Elementary 

School was back in the Harvest 

Cup Tournament this year!  A team 

of fourteen 

fifth and sixth 

grade boys 

and girls filled 

Culverdaleõs 

roster for the 

annual tourna-

ment held in 

October.   

 Thank 

you to Mr. 

Cannata and 

Max Fournier for coaching our 

team.  The team practiced for 

weeks before the tournament and  

did a great job representing our 

school.    

 Letõs give a cheer to the 

2008-09 Culverdale 

Harvest Cup Team!  

Way to go sixth grad-

ers:  Celina Asfahani, 

Taaj Darwish, Betty 

Iniguez, Shinha Ka-

dona, Dion Rad, 

Aaron Suzuki, and 

Shin Yamamoto.  

Cheers to the fifth 

grade team mem-

bers: Daniel Can-

nata, Randy Collins, Ethan Koenig, 

Yuki Kubota, Cody Kuzay, Adnan 

Shihabi, Matt Surh.    

http://www.iusd.org/cu
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The new School Site Council (SSC) was 

seated on October 21, 2009.  This year the  SSC is com-

prised of four parents, two teachers, one classified staff 

member and the principal.  Thank you to Jim Seilsopour ñ

Chairman, Jamie Distaso ñVice Chairman, Atiya Akbar, 

Edward Groleau, Linda Gersten, Sue MacDonell and Ka-

oru Suda for serving on this important school 

committee.   

 At the meeting, the principal pre-

sented a preliminary budget and discussed the 

schoolõs needs.  A top priority  is emergency 

response preparedness.  Thanks to the SSC and 

the PTA, last year our school was outfitted with 

search and rescue supplies, first aid supplies and food 

and water.  The school district provided professional de-

velopment in these areas.  The Culverdale staff is cur-

rently preparing to participate in the Great Southern Cali-

fornia Shake Out on 11/13 and would like to purchase 

supplies like walkie talkies to support the emergency 

response plan.   

 Another important area of focus is technology.  

Speakers are needed in the classrooms to support the 

LCD projectors that were installed during modernization 

three years ago.  We are fortunate that the 

district is reinstating the matching computer 

replacement  program.  When we purchase 

our school allotment, the district will match it.  

This will help us establish a Resource Room with 

a mini -computer lab.  

 Youõre invited to join us on November 

18th at 2:45 in the library where there will be a presenta-

tion on the schoolõs continuing improvement efforts and 

achievement results.  Future meeting dates as well as 

agendas and minutes from all SSC meetings are posted 

on our school website at www.iusd.org/cu.            

 A preliminary budget review revealed that 

the  majority of the budget is spent on instructional 

assistant salaries and instructional materials and sup-

plies.  This year a new web -based computer pro-

gram, ESL Reading Smart, is being used with 4th -6th 

grade EL learners to provide the thirty additional 

minutes of English Language Development that is 

required by the State of California.   

 You are invited to join the next ELAC 

meeting on November 18th at 6 PM  for a 

demonstration of the ESL Reading Smart pro-

gram and an explanation of CELDT results.     

 Thanks again to the new English 

Learner Advisory Committee 

for helping support this very impor-

tant part of our school.     

              The English Learner 

Advisory Committee (ELAC) 

for the 2008 -09 school year 

was elected on October 21, 

2009.  This yearõs committee 

has four parent representatives, two teachers and 

the principal.  Thank you to Nick Emoto, Luzia 

Guiotoko, Sachiko Yoshikawa ñVice -Chairman, Yoko 

Yoshino, Janyce Coble and Joanne Srsic ñChairman.   

 The principal informed the ELAC that this 

year Culverdale is home to 286 English Lan-

guage Learners totaling 43% of the total school 

population.  We have185 students participating 

in the mainstream program and 83 students in 

the Newcomer program.  The top five languages 

other than English that are spoken at Culverdale are 

Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Farsi and Vietnamese.   

New School Site Council Named  

 

 

 The Culverdale PTA is an active group of parents and teachers interested in helping our school provide 

the best possible school experience for all children.  The 2008 -09 Executive Board is comprised of seven parents, 

two teachers and the principal.  In addition, there are three volunteers who chair our major events and a teacher 

representative who attends meetings.  Thank you to the following members who are so generously serving our 

students this year: President ñDarlene Long -Shorts, Co-Vice Presidents ñ Stephanie Smith and Joanne Srsic, Secre-

taryñLisa Fertig, TreasurerñDenise Johnson -Scott, Financial Secretary ñChristy Taylor, HistorianñAmy Geary, Vol-

unteer Coordinator ñGrace Omiya, Book Fair and Magic Show Chair ñRania Khalaf, Jog -a -thon Chair ñTammy 

Spitler, Audio/Video Chair ñDon Spitler, Wednesday Ice Cream Chair ñLuzia Guiotoko, and One Book One School 

Chair/Teacher Representative ñDebra Martin.    

 Events have been planned and dates have been set.  Volunteers are needed to 

help with this yearõs events: 11/18 Innisbrook Delivery, 11/19ñMagic Show, 12/12 and 

12/15ñHoliday Shop,  2/25 ñJog -a-thon, 3/25 ñInternational Culture Day, 5/18 -5/21 ð 

Teacher Appreciation Week, 5/28 ñBasket Raffle.  To join our Volunteer Email Tree, please 

email your information to Grace Omiya at graceomiya@cox.net.  We need all volunteers -

even those who donõt speak English.  Somehow we always work it out together!      

Annual PTA Update  

2008-09 English Learner Advisory Committee Elected  


