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PRINCIPAL’S OCTOBER 2009 MESSAGE 

 
            
Dear Deerfield Families,  

We are most definitely off to a great start this year! Thank you to all of our parents who joined us at Back to 
School Night. I had the privilege of getting into each of our classrooms that evening and I am so impressed 
with the programs, commitment and activities going on in our National Blue Ribbon school (sorry, I can’t 
resist J) as well as the interest, attendance and willingness on the part of our families to be involved.  Back to 
School Night is a special night for parents and teachers to be introduced to one another and for teachers to 
highlight the many exciting learning opportunities your child will engage in for the school year. Research says 
that parent involvement is essential to a child’s success throughout their education.  “Learning is a treasure 
that will follow its owner everywhere”.   Together, in partnership, is how we unlock each child’s potential, 
their treasure chest.  I believe that this promises to be yet another exciting year; one filled with student 
success, creativity and the opportunity to provide many exciting programs and new experiences for our 
children.  

I love having kicked off this year with our Team Kids Challenge and I’ve been so proud of your overwhelming 
response to each of our charitable efforts.  Thank you for all of your contributions! This is a perfect example of 
that very unique sense of community that I believe makes Deerfield such a special and successful school. It is 
wonderful to see how happy, excited and empowered the kids are to give back and our 5th and 6th graders are 
having so much fun preparing and planning for our Carnival.  Please join us on Friday, October 16th, if you 
can! 

This year my daughter, Lexi, made that HUGE transition from the primary to the upper grades.  And now that 
we are all in the full swing for the school year, I’m definitely experiencing the intensity of the shift. Yes, she’s 
now a fourth grader and with that comes larger class sizes, more homework and assignments to juggle, 
remembering to bring her instrument and music book on Tuesdays and Thursdays as well as enforcing 
practice, increased organizational challenges especially with her involvement in sports and extra-curricular 
activities, and alas, “friend drama” that feels like every other day rather than the once a month it was as a 
third grader.  Yet with all that she has on her plate, and all that I have on mine, I know that the most precious 
thing we can give to our children is our own time. With what feels like so limited time to give, here are a few 
ideas of my own and a few from Parents in the Know  (www.parents-in-the-know.com) that I’d like to share 
with you on how to spend quality time with our little loved ones. 
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      Have breakfast and/or dinner with your child. Just being present gives children a 
sense of importance.  

      Talk to your child about school daily. Try not to ask questions that can be answered 
with yes or no. Here’s a few guiding questions: 

o    What was the most interesting thing you did today? 
o    Who did you sit with at lunch? 

o    What did you do at recess? 
o    What is something you enjoyed about school today? 
o    What is something you did really well today? 
o    What’s the hardest thing about school? 
o    What kind of things are you learning in….? 

      Be genuinely interested in the work your child brings home. Have your child tell you 
about the work and give positive reinforcement.  Tell your child when he/she has 
done a good job.  Honest praise increases self-worth. Try to praise your child at least 
once a day. Build your child’s self-confidence by encouragement, not by criticism.  

      Review your child’s homework to make sure that he/she was successful, and again 
offer words of encouragement and praise. Indeed, acknowledge and celebrate your 
child’s efforts to learn.  

      Take time to read with your child. Continue to read to your child even when your 
child can read. This lets them know that you value reading and that reading isn’t just 
for children.  You can also provide books and magazines and encourage them to 
share them with you. 

      Listen to your little one!  Turn off the television and tune into discussion. Take a 
walk or do household tasks together so you can chat. Make conversation part of a 
nightly bedtime ritual. 

      Most importantly, find ways to spend time playing and laughing with your child!  

It is my hope that these suggestions are helpful in our efforts: school and home working together, to empower 
our children with the tools, strategies and most importantly the self-esteem to be the most successful learners 
than can be. Again, thank you for all that you do to support Deerfield and your children! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Kathy McKeown 

Principal 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In Partnership With: 
 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTS 
 

Walk to School Day  
October 23, 2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join th e Irvine community in support of the  

health and wellness of our students and  
WALK TO SCHOOL   
October 23, 2009 !  

 
Students from all Irvine schools will be walking to their school on this 

day to demonstrate their commitment to a healthy lifestyle.  Have YOUR 

child WALK TO SCHOOLé..and YOU can walk with them too!  

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Don’t Arrive Too Early or Stay Too Late 

 
As our school year gets into full swing, we would like to remind you of several key areas of concern 

regarding student safety, and the Irvine Unified School Districtôs Board Policy concerning these issues. 

 

Our Board Policy states, ñThe school day for students is defined as from 15 minutes prior to the studentôs 

first class until 10 minutes after the conclusion of the studentôs last class.  Parents/guardians are not to 

deliver their student to school prior to 15 minutes before the start of school or leave them at school 

longer than 10 minutes after the end of the school day.ò 
 

At Deerfield School we are still having problems with students arriving at school before 7:45 a.m.  Please 

realize that the school district provides no student supervision before this time and that having students 

arrive at school before 7:45 a.m. is not only a violation of district policy, it also endangers the studentôs 

safety.  Likewise, we have a real problem after school.  Students are not to be left at school more than 10 

minutes after school ends. 

 

In the interest of childrenôs safety, pre-school children who accompany their parents onto the playground 

before or after school may not play on the playground equipment when Deerfield students, who are 

much larger and play much harder than these little guys, are using the equipment. 

 

Children who live in the immediate area and who wish to play on our playground must report home first.  

If students wish to return to our playground after they have been home, they should wait until school has 

been out for 30 minutes to do so and only our Kindergarten area playground is available.  Deerfield has a 

licensing requirement regarding the use of the back playground with our Child Day Care facility.  As of 

3:00 P.M., CDC has sole use of the playground and equipment.  This is an important compliance issue 

for them, so please help to be supportive of their needs.  

 

On a final note, our Irvine Unified School District Board Policy states, ñAlthough the district is not liable 

for the safety of students who are not under school supervision, the school district can, and does, hold 

students accountable for their behavior from the time they leave their homes for school until they return to 

their homes from school.ò  What this means at Deerfield is that it is very important that parents speak to 

their children about walking to or from school in a way that respects the property and peace and quiet of 

those in our neighborhood.  Additionally, it means that we expect our students to show the same 

cooperative and respectful behavior toward each other while traveling to and from school that we expect 

them to show while they are on school grounds.  It is also important that students cross streets only at the 

crosswalks and with the crossing guard who is on duty whenever possible. 

 

We thank you for your cooperation with these important safety issues! 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

FALL CONCERNS, HALLOWEEN SAFETY 
 

At this time of year, ch ildren begin to look forward to a favorite event ð Halloween.  As 

parents, we must remember safety first.  

 

 

Treats :   

 

 

Warn children not to eat any treats before an adult has carefully examined them for 

evidence of tampering. Beware of unwrapped treats! Wait until you get home to sort, 

check and eat your treats.  For a healthy change, try giving out stickers, yo -yoõs, jacks, 

whistles, hair bows, raisins, etc. instead of the usual candy treats.  

 

Costumes:   Buy only Flame Resistant costumes, wigs, etc.  Av oid costumes with 

flimsy  materials, baggy sleeves, or billowing skirts.  Make sure costumes are light 

and bright so they are clearly visible to motorists.  Decorate them with 

reflective tape if necessary.  Carry flashlights to see and be seen.  Using make -

up, rather than a plastic mask, assures children of unobstructed vision.  Children 

should never carry look -alike toy guns.  

 

Safe Trick or Treating : Visit only homes where the residents are 

known and have outside lights on as a sign of welcome.  Children s hould not enter homes or 

apartments unless accompanied by an adult. Plan your trick -or -treat route ahead of time 

and pick well lighted streets.  Cross only at corners, never cross between parked cars or 

mid-block People expecting trick -or -treaters should m ake sure there are no obstructions 

on walkways, lawns or porches . 

 
 
 

Have a safe Halloween!  
 

 

 



                                          

  
Harvest Cup Soccer Festival  
5th and 6th grade boys and girls, who signed up to play in the Harvest 
Cup Soccer tournament, will be contacted by their coaches with 
practice times.  Come out and cheer on our teams on October 18.  
Check with the office a few days before the tournament for times and 
locations of games. 
 
 

                    
 

SHARE YOUR CANDY! 
Please share your Halloween Candy with other children that are not as fortunate as you. 

Monday, November 2, 2009 
Bring in your leftover Halloween Candy 

OR 

Divide the candy that you collected Trick or Treating 
And 

Bring it to school on Monday, November 2nd 
The collected candy will be given to the St. Theresaõs Orphanage in Ensenada, Mexico for their 
Christmas celebrations.   Since the candy is going to be given to the children at the orphanage during 
the Christmas season, could you please help us out by sorting thru the candy and taking out any 
candy that has Halloween decorations? 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Tryon. 
 
 
 



 

 

                                          

 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
 

Please remember to sign in & out at the front office every time you volunteer here 

at the school.  This helps the office know who is in the building.  Also, PTA keeps 

track of the volunteer hours and submits them to the State PTA.  Deerfield has been 

recognized in the past for our great amount of volunteer hours.  The only way to 

track the hours is through the sign in notebook in the front office. 

 

FORGOTTEN ITEMS 

 

Please remember, it is your childõs responsibility each day to make sure he/she 

has everything they need for  the school day.  This includes  books, homework, 

lunch,  and their musical instrument .  Did you know that part of your studentõs 

music grade rests upon how responsible he/she is in bringing their instr ument 

to school on music days? If the need does  arise to bring a forgotten lunch or 

homework  to school, please make sure the item is CLEARLY marked with your 

childõs name when you bring it to the front office. Please do not take these 

items directly to the classrooms or to the lunch area.  

 

 

    FREE & REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM                    

 

Applications for the Free & Reduced Lunch Program are available in the front office.  If your 
student was on the program last year, you need to turn in a new application by the middle of 
October, to make sure your enrollment in the program continues. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

WHEN CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE IN SCHOOL 

 
A healthy school environment is essential for student learning.  
Preventing the spread of infectious disease is one of the ways the Irvine Unified School 
District seeks to provide a healthy learning environment.   
 
A child who has a temperature of 100 degrees or higher, has an undiagnosed rash or 
experiences nausea and vomiting is excluded from school.  Any child suspected of having an 
infectious disease/condition is also excluded and may not return to school until she/he has 
been symptom free for a 24- hour period of time or a physician provides a written statement 
that the child is not contagious.  Some of the more commonly occurring infectious 
conditions in school age children include pink eye, flu, chickenpox and fifthõs disease.  
Children with signs of head lice or the eggs (nits) of the louse are also excluded until all eggs 
(nits) are removed. 
 
 
 
 
 
CALIFORNIA HEALTHY KIDS SURVIEY 
 
The Irvine Unified School District will be administering the California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) in November, 
2009 to all 5th, 7th, 9th and 11th grade students.  The survey gathers information on behaviors such as physical 
activity and nutritional habits; school safety; alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use; as well as environmental and 
individual strengths and assets.  The survey is anonymous.  No names or other personal identifying information is 
connected to the answers.  Participation in the survey is voluntary and will take approximately 30 minutes of 
classroom time.   In October, 5th grade parents will be asked to sign and return a survey consent form.  We hope 
you will give permission so that your child's opinion and knowledge can be part of the results that are used to 
improve district prevention programs and services. 

For Further Information :  The statewide survey was developed by WestEd, a public, non-
profit educational institution.  If you have any questions about this survey, or about your 
rights, call the district at 949-936-7980.  9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÎÁÉÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ 
website www.iusd.org/guidance_resources. 
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Parenting Support & Solutions 
 Fall Parenting Classes and Support Groups 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Positive Discipline  
 

Real Life Strategies for Developing Capable Young People  
This 7 week class teaches parents to use kindness and firmness to teach life skills and encourage self-

respect, self-discipline, cooperation, good behavior and problem-solving. Learn positive discipline 
strategies that work better than punishment while you promote responsibility and mutual respect for 

all ages of children. Save your sanity on a daily basis and help children do better because they feel 
better. Classes led by Susan Holt MSW, IUSD Guidance Resources  

MONDAY EVENINGS from 7:00pm to 9:00pm ï 7 weeks ï November 17, 2008 
THURSDAY MORNINGS from 9:00am to 11:00am ï 7 weeks ï November 19, 2008 

COST:  $70 per person/$85 for couples (includes book and materials) class fills quickly, call early 
TO REGISTER:  Call Susan Holt at 949-936-7987 

LOCATION: Irvine Family Resource Center ï WHS campus 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Helping Your Child at School  
Dealing with Homework and Encouraging Motivation 

FOR Elementary and Middle School Parents (ages 5-14) 
Parents will get key information on establishing healthy homework habits and a good relationship with 

teachers and school. Avoid homework battles and promote attitudes that lead to school success. Parents 
will find support to problem-solve school adjustment difficulties and learn to encourage and coach so that 

children can work more independently for school success. Led by Cheri Wood, IUSD Guidance 
Resources, certified AP trainer 

THURSDAY MORNINGS ï 10:00 to 12:00 ï 6 weeks - Starts October 9, 2008 
COST: $25 per person/$35 per couple 

TO REGISTER: go to www.irvineadultschool.com or call Irvine Adult School at 949-936-7457 
LOCATION: To be announced 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Active Parenting of Teens  

http://www.irvineadultschool.com/


FOR PARENTS OF 12 to 18 ï Teens and Pre-Teens 
As parents today, we are facing social and family issues that are far different than in the past. 
Active Parenting of Teens is a highly acclaimed workshop for parents and others which will help you 
gain the knowledge and skills needed to provide positive effective parenting with pre-teens and teens. 
Learn effective ways to instill courage and self-esteem, deal with negativity, develop responsibility, win 
cooperation, give consequences, increase positive communication, and deal with challenging topics like 
values, sexuality, violence, alcohol and other drugs.  
Led by Cheri Wood, IUSD Guidance Resources and IAS certified AP trainer 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS -  7pm to 9 pm- 7 WEEKS ï Starts October 8, 2008 
TO REGISTER ï go to www.irvineadultschool.com or Call Irvine Adult School - 949-936-7457 

COST: $35 per person/$45 per couple (supported by Irvine Adult School) 

LOCATION: New Creekside Education Center Harvard and Barranca- N21 
                                                                                                       

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Active Parenting Now  
FOR PARENTS OF 2 to 12 year olds 

Being a parent today often seems more difficult than ever before. Kids and families face social and 
emotional pressures far different from those in the past. Positive parenting skills and healthy family 

communication are more important than ever. Learn effective alternatives to punishment, eliminate power 
struggles, increase positive communication and teach crucial life skills. Help your kids develop 

responsibility, self-discipline and resiliency. Led by Cheri Wood, AP trainer 
 

TUESDAY EVENINGS ï 7:00 to 9:00 ï 6 WEEKS - Starts Tuesday, October 7, 2008 
TO REGISTER ï go to www.irvineadultschool.com or Call the Irvine Adult School - 949-936-7457 

COST: $35 per person/$45 per couple (supported by Irvine Adult School) 
LOCATION: Meets at new Creekside Education Center ï(Harvard and Barranca) ï Room N21 

 
 

 

Active Parenting for Step Fami lies  
A 3 session workshop that will teach parents and step-parents skills needed to build a successful step-family.  
Learn how to blend family histories, traditions and values, establish parental authority using positive discipline  

techniques that work, improve communication and build relationships with respect and trust.  
You can prevent power struggles and set boundaries that work for the whole family.  

Get energized to make positive changes that will increase family strength. 
 

THURSDAY EVENINGS ï 7:00 to 9:00 ï 3 weeks ï starts October 30. 
TO REGISTER ï go to www.irvineadultschool.com or Call the Irvine Adult School - 949-936-7457 

COST: $35 per person/$45 per couple (supported by Irvine Adult School) 
LOCATION: Meets at new Creekside Education Center ï(Harvard and Barranca) ï in the MPR 

 
 

 

Parent Support Group  

http://www.irvineadultschool.com/
http://www.irvineadultschool.com/
http://www.irvineadultschool.com/


 
FOR PARENTS WITH CHILDREN OR TEENS OF ANY AGE 

A  FREE, drop-in support group meeting weekly and open to all. We use Active Parenting  
strategies to problem-solve parenting challenges and support each other while we learn. 

Come for support, skill-building and friendship. Everyone welcome to drop-in.  
Led by Cheri Wood, IUSD Guidance Resources, certified AP Trainer 

FRIDAY MORNINGS ï 10:00 to 12:00 ï 7 weeks - Starts October 24, 2008 
$5 per week - TO REGISTER ï call Susan at the IFRC at 949-936-7987 

LOCATION: Meets at Irvine Family Resource Center ï WHS campus 
 
 

 

                                                                        
 

 

 

 

PARKING LOT                                  

 
Please remember not to park in STAFF parking spots in the mornings.   We 

have some support staff members that do not start until 8:30 or 9:00 and 

are finding it very hard to find a parking spot.  Our parking is very limited 

so  your help is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to these students having ñlunch with the 

principalò 



 
 

Yasmin Oakley ï Mrs. Georgeôs class 
Morgan Dehdashti ï Mrs. Glickôs class 
Grace Palmer ï Mrs. Clark/Browningôs class 
Elina Kim ï Mrs. Hoxie/Redingôs class                      
David Sheng ï Mrs. Basarabôs class 
Hayden Baxter ï Mrs. Lipinskiôs class 
Madison Ricketts ï Mrs. Confertiôs class 
 

                    
 

                       DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
October 19 ï Staff Development Day ï No School 

October 26 ï 30
th
 ï Red Ribbon Week 

November 1 ï Daylight Savings time ends 

November 11 ï Veteranôs Day Observance ï No School 

November 19 ï Early dismissal for 4
th

 ï 6
th
 grades 

November 20 ï Parent Conferences ï No School 

November 23-25 ï Early dismissal ï Parent Conferences 

November 26 & 27 ï Thanksgiving Observance 

 


