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elecome Back to Schoo

DEAR PARENTS:

Welcome to Deerfield and to what promises to be an exciting 2009-2010 school year! We've had a
smooth and very positive start of school and I'd like to invite each of you join us at our Back to School
Night on Thursday evening, September 24th! Back to School Night is a special night for parents and
teachers to be introduced to one another and for teachers to highlight the many wonderful learning
opportunities your child will engage in for the school year. I am thrilled to be serving as your Principal
again this year, and look forward to meeting everyone and to another great year. The staff and I are
happy you and your family will be part of our Deerfield community. It is great to have the children back
at school. Many have grown taller and some are now missing teeth. We look forward to their
enthusiasm and zest for learning. You truly have wonderful children and it is a joy for us to work with
them. Indeed, we are excited about all of the learning opportunities planned for this year. As always,
we will strive to provide the finest quality education Deerfield is known for and to continue to create a
warm, caring place for children to learn.

I am absolutely ecstatic about of the academic growth of the students at Deerfield over time as
measured by standardized testing and the Academic Performance Index (API). This continued growth
shows me that the teachers, parents, and students here are all very dedicated and have worked very
hard. In case you have not heard already, Deerfield’s API grew an amazing 21 points this year, and our
API score is 940! This is exceptional and I am proud to join the staff at Deerfield in ensuring the
continued success of every child both academically and socially. Toward this end I know that we will
continue to provide a rigorous, consistent and enjoyable education program that meets the needs of
every child.

I firmly believe that one of the most special aspects of our school is our strong sense of
community and of working together as parent, child and staff to ensure the growth of each child here at
Deerfield. I know that parents want to help their children succeed, but they are not always sure of how
to go about helping. Below are some ideas for helping students to be ready to learn by setting up daily
routines to help them get back into the swing of the school year and to help your child do her/his best.
Please help your child establish these good habits. It is never too early to start and it’s important for
children to learn that they are accountable for their learning!
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A FEW HELPFUL HINTS TO ESTABLISH DAILY ROUTINES:

Be energized. Starting each day off with a good breakfast increases concentration. Set the alarm
early enough to be able to enjoy a healthy morning meal such as a whole-wheat bagel with
peanut butter; a blended fruit smoothie, or even instant oatmeal.

Start the day off relaxed as well. Have your child lay out their clothing the night before, make
sure all homework and necessary school items are in the backpack and ready to go and decide
upon either buying or making a nutritious lunch. Being prepared helps to ease the morning rush
and reduces anxiety.

Study in the same quiet place every day. Develop a study schedule and make it a daily routine.
Also, learning in small amounts each day is the best way to learn new material. Each child is
different, hence coming directly home from school and doing homework may not work for your
child. Help your youngster choose a time for homework when he/she is most alert.

Prepare for studying before beginning. Have all of your materials ready and easily accessible.
Learning in small amounts each day is important and is the best way to learn new material.
Stay connected with your child by talking each day about the school day. Ask her/him to share
two good things that happened during the day.

A set bedtime also helps kids to fall asleep more quickly and a nightly routine to saying good
night to loved ones makes for sweet dreams! ©

Remember you are you children’s first and most important teacher. You need to help them learn and
study every day! Routines help to establish stability for a child. I know this can be difficult with work
and the requirements of a family, not to mention all the after school activities our children enjoy.
However, I also know that EVERY CHILD IS WORTH 100% OF OUR EFFORTS! Try to make certain
children understand how important it is to get a good education and that education, not friends or
recess, is the reason they are in school. Let's work together to make every child a success. We have
an active, very supportive PTA parent volunteer program and School Site Council which welcome your
participation, input, and ideas. We're shooting for 100% participation this year; we need you. © We
appreciate your support and help in making our school outstanding--thanks!!!

Together, we do make a difference in the lives of children.

Sincerely,
Kathy McKeown
Principal



DON'T MISS OUT!

Deerfield is beginning to go “GREEN” this year! Please make sure to update your e-mail
address and phone numbers at My IUSD.org and with the school’s main office staff. We will
send out newsletters, school event and PTA reminders, Falcon Five award winners, updates
and other pertinent information and reminders via e-mail and the Phone Notification
System this school year.

Deerfield’s Modification
We’re getting closer everyone! As good news travels quickly, I thought I’d provide
all of you with the most up to date information | have about our wonderful
pending school site modification. Our architectural plans are slowly making
their way through the state approval process. Based on questions | am getting, it
seems as though word is out that we will be temporarily re-locating to the El
Camino site. This is true!

Our tentative timeline is as follows:

o Deerfield staff will move to El Camino after school dismisses for summer
break in June of 2010.

e Following our June departure, construction will begin immediately on our
site.

e We will open the 2010-2011 school year in September at EI Camino.

e \We are scheduled to move back into our beautifully modernized Deerfield
site over the winter break. Students will return to school at Deerfield in
January of 2011.

| have been working very closely with the Director of Facilities Planning and
Construction Services, Mr. Lloyd Linton and his team to ready EI Camino for our
brief stay and on fine tuning different aspects of the modification here. As we
continue down this exciting road, | will continue to provide you with any updates
| receive. Also, watch for PTA meeting notices and emails for informational visits
to our meetings from Lloyd and his team throughout the school year.
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PBIS BULLETIN FOR PARENTS

Dear Deerfield Families,

As you all know, Deerfield embarked on a new school-wide behavioral program last year, Positive

Behavior Interventions and Supports, or PBIS for short. This nationally renowned program is already

making a difference at our school , as ocwad, student
Respectful and Responsible. A research-based initiative, and implemented in several other schools in

Irvine, PBIS directly benefits children by creating a predictable, positive, safe, and consistent school

culture, reducing at-risk behaviors, increasing student engagement, and hence improving academic
performance. PBI'S has made a difference at school
participating in ongoing training and preparation to insure its success at our school. Throughout the year,

we will be continuing to integrate the Falcon Five and PBIS principles in our daily school activities and,

as parents, you will be hearing from your children about these behaviors regularly.

Many of your children have already come home excited to receive a Falcon Five card from a teacher or

staff member. These fispot awardso or fgotchaso a
exhibiting one or more of the Falcon Five behaviors throughout the day and across their campus

activities. The staff has come up with many incentives that will appeal to students and each ticket can be

used as a chance to earn those incentives within the classroom setting. Also, at the end of each month, one

Falcon Five student per grade level will be drawn and selected to join me and the other winners at a

speci al Falcon Five fiLunch with the Principal.o

Additionally, each month, teachers will be asked to nominate students who have exemplified one of the
Falcon Five traits. From those nominees, selected students from each grade level will be announced to

the school over the |l oudspeaker, invited the prin
recognition on a special Fabulous Falcon Five bulletin board in the MPR for the month. Our monthly
FalconFive wi nners wi l |l al so be recognized in the Pri

designated to honor all of our yearly recipients. Students will also get to participate in a special poster
making session with healthy snacks and a myriad of art supplies to choose from to design her/his
decorative poster.

We have two new student recognition programs we are integrating this year. We are teaming up with the
Kiwannis Club to implement the Bringing Up Grades, or BUG program. At the end of each trimester
students earning an improved grade in math will receive a certificate and be invited to a congratulatory
pizza party. Falcon Five Fun Fridays will also be new to students this year. Two students from each
classroom will be drawn monthly and partake in an extended lunch with special activities planned.

Bring the Falcon Five traits home to the family! We hope that you will reinforce these behaviors in your
home as well, and give your child lots of praise when they exhibit Falcon Five behavior. This year we
are also reaching out to local vendors to solicit their participation with our Falcon Five and to make this a
genuine community effort to reinforce positive behavior. On behalf of the entire Deerfield staff, | thank
you for your support and look forward to the continued positive impact this program is having on our
school.

Sincerely,
Kathy McKeown
Principal



Deerfield — 2009/2010 School Wide

Positive Recognition Systems

Award Timeframe Recognition Behavior Rewarded
And Criteria
Fabulous Monthly Announcement Teacher/Staff
Falcon Five Certificates- nominations based on
Awards honor/dining Falcon Five: Kind,
Newsletter Honest, Focused,
recognition/photo Respectful and
Special time during Responsible
the school day for
treats and design
poster board to be
mounted in MPR on
Fabulous Falcon Five
Board
Photo Page in
Yearbook
Lunch With Monthly Trip to Red Robin Falcon Five Attributes
the Principal Random principal
drawing- 1 student per
grade level
Falcon Five Monthly Extended lunch with Falcon Five Attributes
Fun Fridays special activities Random teacher
drawing
2 Student per classroom
Bringing Up End of each Announcement Students earning an
Grades-BUG trimester Certificate improved grade in a
Program Newsletter selected curricular
Sticker/Pencil/Pin area....Math grades 2-6
Pizza Party
End-of-the- On-going Outdoor Education Falcon Five Attributes
Year Staff softball game Office Referrals
Activities/6™ Wild Rivers Principal/Teacher
Grade Promotion ceremony Discretion

Overall eligibility per
three strikes letter-6™
grade




With flu season upon us, it is important that we work together to keep our children
healthy. Viruses spread easily among children in schools, and families with school-
age children have more infections than others, with an average of one-third of these
family members infected each year. By keeping our children flu-free, we benefit the
community as a whole. You can help prevent the spread of flu or help your child get
better if he/she does get sick by following a few simple steps:

« If possible, you and your child should get a flu shot

« Remind your child to cover his/her nose and mouth with a tissue when
sneezing or coughing and dispose of the tissue immediately

« Have your child wash his/her hands frequently with soap and warm water for

at least 20 seconds

Disinfect frequently-touched surfaces and shared items at least once a day

Ensure that bathrooms are stocked with soap, hand towels and tissues

Teach your child not to touch his/her mouth, nose and eyes

If your child is sick and has a fever, keep him/her at home to prevent the

spread of illness to others

If you are concernedabouty our chi |l dés flu sympt@Gahs, call
your doctor immediately if your child has a chronic disease. Common symptoms of

flu include high fever, severe headache, muscle and body aches, exhaustion, and

dry cough. Additionally, children often exhibit other flu symptoms that are rare in

adults, such as nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.




WHEN CHILDREN SHOULD NOT BE IN SCHOOL (‘&flm

A healthy school environment is esséial for student learning.
Preventing the spread of infectious disease is one of the ways the Irvine Unified School
District seeks to provide a healthy learning environment.

A child who has a temperature of 100 degrees or higher, has an undiagnosédaas

experiences nausea and vomiting is excluded from school. Any child suspected of having an
infectious disease/condition is also excluded amdy not return to school until she/he has

been symptom free for a 24hour period of time or a physician provids a written statement

that the child is not contagious. Some of the more commonly occurring infectious
conditions in school age children include pin
Children with signs of head lice or the eggs (nits) of thedse are also excluded until all eggs

(nits) are removed.

FREE & REDUCED LUNCH PROGRAM

Applications for the Free & Reduced Lunch Program are available in the front office. If your
student was on the program last year, you needtiarn in a new application by the middle of
October, to make sure your enrollment in the program continues.

FORGOTTEN ITEMS

In an effort to reduce interruptions to the teaching in the classrooms, f orgotten
lunches, instruments, or assignments need to be ¢ learly labeled and brought to
the front office. Students  have been instructed to p ick up any of these items
there. Particularly with regard to lunches, we will make every effort to get these

items to the children should he/she forget to come to the front office. Please
do not take these items directly to the classrooms or to the lunch area.



Don’t Arrive Too Early or Stay Too Late

As our school year gets into full swing, we would like to remind you of several key areas of concern

regarding studentsaf et y, and the I rvine Unified School
Our Board Policy states, fAiThe school day for
first class until 10 minutes after the conclusion of the studen t 6 s | ®agehts/goardiars are not to

deliver their student to school prior to 15 minutes before the start of school or leave them at school
| onger than 10 minutes after the end of the

At Deerfield School we are still having problems with students arriving at school before 7:45 a.m. Please
realize that the school district provides no student supervision before this time and that having students
arrive at school before 7:45 a.m. is not only a violation of district policy, italsoendan ger s t he
safety. Likewise, we have a real problem after school. Students are not to be left at school more than 10
minutes after school ends.

I n the inter est -schbolchléiran Wwho acampéng thes @arents ontp the playgreund
before or after school may not play on the playground equipment when Deerfield students, who are
much larger and play much harder than these little guys, are using the equipment.

Children who live in the immediate area and who wish to play on our playground must report home first.
If students wish to return to our playground after they have been home, they should wait until school has
been out for 30 minutes to do so and only our Kindergarten area playground is available. Deerfield has a
licensing requirement regarding the use of the back playground with our Child Day Care facility. As of
3:00 P.M., CDC has sole use of the playground and equipment. This is an important compliance issue
for them, so please help to be supportive of their needs.

Ona final not e, our l rvine Unified School Di
for the safety of students who are not under school supervision, the school district can, and does, hold
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students accountable for their behavior from the time they leave their homes for school until they return to

their homes from schaolo What this means at Deerfield i
their children about walking to or from school in a way that respects the property and peace and quiet of
those in our neighborhood. Additionally, it means that we expect our students to show the same
cooperative and respectful behavior toward each other while traveling to and from school that we expect
them to show while they are on school grounds. It is also important that students cross streets only at the
crosswalks and with the crossing guard who is on duty whenever possible.

We thank you for your cooperation with these important safety issues!

s t hat
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BACK- TO- SCHOOL NIGHT
2009- 2010

Dear Deerfield Parents,
You are cordially invited to attend our annual
Back- To- School Night on:

Thursday Evening
September 24 , 200 9
7:00PM 06 8:05 PM
6:25 PM for Kindergarten &
4™ Grade APA AS
Parents Only

Back to School Night is an opportunity for you to meet your child's teacher, visit the
classroom, and learn about our exciting educational op portunities for the year.
Because the classroom presentation is intended to discuss instructional programs with
the parents only, we request that you not bring your children. Students will be invited
to attend Open House in the spring.

Please remember... tonight is a time to learn about the class, the teacher,
expectations for students, curricula, and special class events. Because there is much
to cover, teachers will not be able to address questions pertaining solely to your
child. Please save individua | conversations for your scheduled parent conference.
Parent Conferences this year are from Friday, Nov. 19 through Wednesday, Nov. 25.
Your chil ddés teacher may also be contacted via
Make sure to visit our PTA tables in the
Multi Pur pose Room from 6:15 - 7:00 PM.
Al so, please see this eveningds schedule for
opportunity with Ms. McKeown and our PTA President Mrs. Farrah Khan
Spirit Wear and Lots of Information will be available!

Thursday, September 24 ™ is a MINIMUM DAY schedule.
Late Bird Kinders get out at 1:40, 1 -3atl:l19and4 -6atl:24

The schedule for the evening is on the reverse side.



Schedule for Back To School Night

© 6:25 PMto 6:55 PM - Kindergarten Curriculum
Presentation/4 ™ APAAS

© 6:45 - 7:00 P M- Please join us for a Welcome Back meet and
greet with Ms. McKeown and our new PTA President Mrs.
Farrah Khan

© 7:.00PMto 7:30 PM - Sessionl: 4 -6 Class Curriculum
Presentations

© 7:15-7:30 PM - Please join us for a Welcome Back meet and
greet with Ms. McKeown  and our new PTA President Mrs.
Farrah Khan

© 7:30 PMto 7:35 PM - Move to the next session

© 7:35PMto 8:05PM -Sessionll: 1 -3 Class Curriculum
Presentations

Child care will be available for $10 per child from 6:00 - 8:00 P.M. on a first
come first served ba sis at our on site Child Day Care center. They can
accommodate children from the ages of 4 - 12. Activities and a light snack will
be provided. Please call (949) 552 - 5871 to reserve a spot for your child.

8:05 PM......Conclusion of
BACK- TO- SCHOOL NIGHT,
Thanks for coming!
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PARENT VOLUNTEERS

Please remember to sign in & out at the front office every time you volunteer here at the school.
This helps the office know who is in the building. Also, PTA keeps track of the volunteer hours
and submits them to the State PTA. Deerfield has been recognized in the past for our great
amount of volunteer hours. The only way to track the hours is through the sign in notebook in
the front office.

PARKING LOT

Please remember not to park in S TAFF parking spots in the mornings. We
have some support staff m embers that do not start until 8:30 or 9 :30 and
are finding it very hard to find a parking spot. Our parking is very limited
so your help is greatly appreciated.
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NEW PIZZA COUNT PROCEDURE

Food Services is starting a new procedure for checking how many students

are buying pizza on pizza days. This year each class will be taking a pizza

count THE DAY BEFORE pizza day. We realize this is going to take so me
advanced planning between parents and students. To hel p you out, pizza

days are marked on our lunch menus, which are available in the office, or

you can check the district website under Business Services. Thank you for
helping us get an accurate pizza  count!



THE IMPORTANCE OF GETTING TO SCHOOL ON TIME

Teachers begin their academic instruction for the day within a few minutefs o
class starting. Most teachers begin their day with the same subjedt your
child is habitually late, he/she is nissing valuable instruction. Show your
child the importance of their education by getting them to school on time.

2.

COMING IN OCTOBER

October 8 1 Read for the Record

October 191 Staff Development Day T No School
October 23 - IPSF Walk to School Day

October 26 & 30T Red Ribbon Week



