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IUSD community encouraged to celebrate Red Ribbon Week

IUSD’s Board of Education and others from the community were invited to take part in numerous ac-
tivities associated with Red Ribbon Week, which spans Oct. 18 through Oct. 26. Speaking on behalf of
the awareness and prevention campaign were Debra Bianchi, executive director of Irvine Community
Drug Prevention; Nancy Colocino, coordinator of IUSD’s Guidance Resources and director of the Ir-
vine Prevention Coalition; Paul Mills, director of [USD’s alternative and adult education programs; and
Irvine Deputy Police Chief Dave Mihalik.

Established in 1985, Red Ribbon Week urges students to embrace healthy lifestyles by steering clear of
drugs and alcohol. This year’s celebration — the theme is “Step it Up: A Call to Action!” — features a
youth forum, health lessons, a community art and essay contest, and a number of other popular activi-
ties.

IPSF, IUSD honor the Irvine Korean Parents Association

Debbie Rugani, director of Community Initiatives and Programs for the Irvine Public Schools Founda-
tion, honored the Irvine Korean Parents Association (IKPA) for its generous contributions to Irvine’s
schools.

Led by President Carol Choi, the asso-
ciation has raised critical funds to
maintain lower student-to-teacher ra-
tios during the state fiscal crisis, sup-
ported music through its annual Youth
Gala Concert, paid for additional for-
eign language courses and fueled
grants for innovative teaching strate-
gies. In addition, IKPA has organized
a number of valuable multicultural
events, including a staft development

workshop aimed at enhancing the un-
derstanding of IUSD’s Korean student Members of the Irvine Korean Parents Association are honored
by the Irvine Public Schools Foundation and IUSD’s Board of
Education.

population through lessons on Korean
history, culture and education.

Rugani began her remarks with a reminder that IPSF’s second annual Walk to School Day will take
place on Wednesday, Oct. 15, kicking off with a 7 a.m. ceremony at the Woodbridge Village Shopping
Center.

Board members updated on latest state budget developments

Dr. Vernon Medeiros, deputy superintendent of Business Services, offered the latest budget news out of
Sacramento, where Legislators recently adopted a controversial state spending plan 85 days after it was
due.

(Continued on next page)



The budget for 2008-09 does not cut school categorical programs by 6.5 percent, as was initially pro-
posed, and per-student dollars saw a nominal increase of 0.68 percent, which would translate into about
$1 million worth of revenue for the Irvine Unified School District. However, the state’s plan relies on
very risky revenue assumptions along with one-time funding and some dollars that were secured in ex-
change for reducing future revenues. As a result, many believe California’s budget is already out of bal-
ance, and that may force the Legislature to make emergency cuts to school districts and other public
agencies.

Though the news is dire, Medeiros said responsible planning has placed IUSD on solid financial footing
relative to other districts in California. In addition to last year’s spending freeze that generated approxi-
mately $5 million in savings, IUSD recently utilized short-term borrowing to ensure it will have enough
cash on hand to meet all of its funding obligations this year, even if the state delays issuing some of its
payments.

Board discusses Woodbridge High’s modernization and construction needs
Lloyd Linton, IUSD’s director of Facilities Planning and Construction, updated the Board and the pub-
lic on efforts to modernize Woodbridge High School.

The work at Woodbridge, to be funded with state dollars and a district match, will take place in phases,
beginning in January 2006 and concluding in the summer of 2010. Projects will include safety upgrades
to comply with state building codes, infrastructure improvements, the installation of modern instruc-
tional technologies and other renovations reflecting the campus’s changing needs.

About a dozen community members urged the Board and staff to also pursue new music, fitness and
science structures to replace what they deemed were inadequate and aging facilities, and many advo-
cated for a long awaited pool. While there is currently no funding source for the latter projects, the
Board agreed these were priorities and directed staff to recommend financial options at a facilities plan-
ning meeting on Nov. 12.

Director of Nutrition Services reports on free and reduced program
In response to a request for information from the Board, Nutrition Services Director Rhonda DeVaux
presented a report on IUSD’s free and reduced lunch program, including its financial impact.

Approximately 7 percent of Irvine students qualify for free or reduced-price lunches, which are subsi-
dized with state and federal dollars. This relatively low number, coupled with IUSD’s practice of allow-
ing high school students to eat lunch off campus, negatively impacts the profitability of [USD’s Nutri-
tion Services program, according to DeVaux, who compared figures from five other local districts.

Coming Up...

Regular Meetings: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2008 in the Board Room
Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2008 in the Board Room

BOARD OF EDUCATION
GAVIN HUNTLEY-FENNER, Ph.D. / SUE KUWABARA / CAROLYN McINERNEY / MICHAEL PARHAM / SHARON WALLIN

GWEN E. GROSS, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools
VERNON MEDEIROS, Ed.D., Deputy Superintendent, Business Services
CASSIE PARHAM, Assistant Superintendent, Education Services | TERRY WALKER, Assistant Superintendent, Human Resources

IUSD ... providing the highest quality educational experience we can envision.
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