Lakeside’s Middle School – Catch-up Math Summer Program

Dear Parents and Students,
Thank you for signing up your child for the math review website catchupmath.com this summer.
The program will diagnose individual student learning gaps and provide both lessons and practice problems for ready-to-learn topics.  A “Report Card” will be kept of each student’s effort and progress.
How it works 

Student will first self-register by going to catchupmath.com and pressing Login.  Then, enter LMS604 as the Login Name and enter one of the following group passwords, students entering 7th grade or 8th grade transitional use prealgebra. Students entering Algebra use algebra1, students entering Geometry use geometry  (you will use this special password only once). Alternatively, if you wish to review the course you just finished, you would enter that course. For example, a student who has completed Algebra I this year could enter algebra1 to review the topics from this year before moving on to the Geometry section.
Then, catchupmath.com will request some information and provide an individual student password: be sure to write it down!  For subsequent Logins, the same Login Name will be used but with the individual student password.
Your student will be tested first to see both what they need to learn, and are ready to learn, and then will be given targeted instruction in just those areas. When they have completed the required practice problems for all of the assigned sections, they may move on to the next test. 
The resources to learn the material include: 
· Short written lessons; 
· Brief videos; 
· Flash-based interactivities, 
· Required practice problems and extra practice problems, 
· Flashcards for basic skills
· ...and even math-related games, for those times they need a break.
*** (Please note: Some of the guided (not graded) practice problems include an optional text box at the top where they can enter their answers. Your student might want to enter an answer here if they think they already know how to solve such a problem, so that they may move forward more quickly; a correct answer in this box will give them credit for knowing how to solve such problems as if they had studied the entire problem.)
Best practices
· First, it is VERY important to remember: studying a little (up to an hour) daily will garner far better results than 4 hours on one day per week.
· Parents can check their student's progress when the student is logged in by pressing the Help button in the upper left corner, and then pressing Student History in the dialogue box that appears. Although your student's teachers will also be able to check this, you will get better results if you spot-check your student from time to time to monitor their progress, as well as reward them for completing a daily goal.
· Remind your student that the ultimate goal of this summer work is to complete at least 6 sections (or a course) by the beginning of fall term, and that by doing so, next fall's classes will be more enjoyable for them, and they will more readily get better grades. 
· It is fine to help the students with the required practice problems if they ask for help, but do not help them with the quizzes.
· If you have any technical questions about using the website during the summer, you can email the Catchup Math support team at support@hotmath.com
· If you need help from your teacher, please e-mail them here: sarmstro@iusd.org
Have a great summer!
Sincerely,
Lakeside Middle School Mathematics Department
