[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Ashley\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\64NWDBG5\MCj04362360000[1].png][image: C:\Documents and Settings\Ashley\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\0KW2785C\MCj04078860000[1].wmf] ROOM 8 NEWS
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Here is what you can look forward to in January…
Language Arts: RtI groups will continue with Theme 4 in the anthology.  While reading we will focus on using our comprehension strategies and skills.
Writing: We will continue to work on the 6 Writing Traits and begin activities relating to Response to Literature.
Math: Complete Unit B (Polygons and Angles) and begin Unit 3 (Fraction Concepts)
Social Studies: We will continue reading Unit 3 
Science: We have started our new unit on Earth Science.  This month we will learn all about Earth’s Atmosphere and weather.

Important Information:
1. Research Reports: Students will begin to do research in the school library and computer lab each week on a specific colonial topic.  They will be required to do work at home as well.  The research projects will be based on the CA Social Science standards.  Students will have about 8 weeks to complete their reports.  Research skills will include note taking, writing, revising, editing a rough draft, typing the final draft, and completing a title page and bibliography.  The final report will be due March 27th.  They will also receive a timeline which will list the specific due dates for each section of the report.
2. Colonial Day News: This year, our annual Colonial Day has been scheduled for Wednesday, March 14th.  The day’s festivities will be from 8:00am-1:10pm.  Students will participate in numerous colonial activities during the day.  An authentic colonial luncheon will be provided as well.  All involved are encouraged to dress in colonial costumes in order to share in a truly colonial experience.  Plans are underway for this memorable event.  Watch for the “Colonial Draft Notice” that will be sent home.  This is a great opportunity to participate in a day long activity that you and your child will always remember.
3. School Business: Now that we have started a new trimester it is important you review with your child the nightly homework assignments in their Eastshore planner.  This will help your child continue to make great strides this year.   If you have any questions regarding classroom expectations, please call or e-mail us at school. 
4. Dates to Remember:
January 13th – Minimum Day
January 16th – No School
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