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                    Lawrence News – 5th Grade

                           November – 2009
Language Arts
Fifth Graders are developing their knowledge of the Six Traits of Writing, and will gradually incorporate them into their written work.  These “traits” are strong characteristics that writers demonstrate in a well-written piece.  They include ideas, organization, voice, sentence fluency, word choice, and language conventions.  

This month students will be focusing on writing a personal narrative. They will share one of their vivid memories from the past. Students will be encouraged to use imagery and voice in their stories. Their compositions should be well organized with a strong lead and satisfying conclusion. There will be an “on-demand” writing task later this month used as a district writing assessment.  It will be done entirely in class, solely by the student.  A thesaurus and dictionary may be used during this process.


 Students have begun reading The Cay, a remarkable novel and a children’s favorite. This piece of literature will serve as the basis for our novel studies. Students are using “deep reading” notebooks to record thoughts, questions and insights about the story while they read. It will give students the opportunity to discuss and analyze the elements of a novel: setting, theme, character development, conflict, and resolution. Literary techniques such as flashback and foreshadowing are also discussed.
Study Skills
I have been very pleased to see most students working diligently to improve their study skills since school began. Fifth Graders should complete daily class work and homework on time. Eastshore has implemented a lunchtime detention period for those students who are not following through on completing assignments. It is currently held every Tuesday and Thursday, but may be expanding to five days a week. 
Your child should be showing you 

his/her homework every night. Please ask to see all completed homework and then initial the planner each night.  Students are expected to problem solve if they accidentally leave something at school. They should come up with a solution in order to get their work done. We have discussed many options that they can use to remedy this situation. Parents can assist and support their fifth grader in developing problem solving skills at home. This will help build their sense of responsibility and self-confidence.
Science
Chapters One and Two introduced students to the study of Life Science.  Many prepared for this challenging test by using the study guide that was provided.  As a result, the majority of students received high scores on the test. (
Fifth Graders are currently studying the Human Body Systems.  Students are asked to review the material at home often, using their Science workbooks. Students were given vocabulary cards at the beginning of the unit. Please encourage them to practice their vocabulary every night for 10 minutes. A study guide will be provided before the test for more in depth preparation. It is very important for your child to have parent support and participation in the test preparation process. 
Additional Notes:

We have been striving to keep our classroom as germ free as possible. Students wash their hands often and use disinfectant hand lotion each time they return from recess. Students have also focused on covering their mouths and noses when coughing or sneezing. If your child is not feeling well - continuous coughing, sneezing, or a fever, please keep him/her home. We are just at the beginning of the flu season and have already had several students home with illness.
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It would be very helpful if parents could send in some disinfectant wipes to clean off student desks. We have been using Lysol wipes at least once a week. 
Thank you all for your consistent support and kind words.  I hope that you and your families have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
