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March 2010 – 5th Grade

____________________________________________________________

Math


Students are continuing their study of fractions in Unit 3. They are learning about adding and subtracting fractions with like and unlike denominators, simplifying fractions, and finding equivalent fractions. The Properties of Addition and Multiplication are being reviewed and applied to the study of fractions. These include the Commutative Property, Associative Property, and Distributive Property. In addition, word problems challenge the students to apply their knowledge to real world situations. It would be especially helpful for students to have extra practice at home on these skills.

The Fifth Grade Math books can be found online at: www.iusd.org/student_resources/Mathematics.html
Fitness Testing

All Fifth Graders will participate in fitness testing this month.  The state of California requires that students be tested in six areas: one-mile run, body mass index, curl-up, push-up, trunk lift, and shoulder stretch. Students were instructed on the proper method to complete these exercises. Students should have been practicing these activities at home several times a week. Parents will receive letters this summer with their child’s test results.
Read Across America 


On March 3rd, students across the nation will be celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birthday by spending the day reading. Our students should bring appropriate books and magazines as well as beach chairs, pillows, blankets, etc. to create an experience that is relaxing and enjoyable.  Boys and girls are encouraged to wear Dr. Seuss hats, shirts, or other apparel in honor of Dr. Seuss.
Research Report

The Colonial Reports that students have been working on carry significant weight towards their report card grades. Credit will be given in Social Studies. Please review the requirements for this report with your child. They were listed in the information packet that was sent home in January. The final report should be placed in a 3-pronged folder with a clear cover. Please include all notes and the rough draft at the back of the report. Even though we have had frequent research and computer time blocks at school to work on this report, students still need additional                                                              help from parents at home.
All final drafts must be typed at home. In addition, the report must be put together at home.  The due date is March 19.
Class Play - April

Calling all prop masters, costume designers, and set creators! We need parent volunteers to help with our play.  Over the course of the next few weeks, our students will rehearse and perform a musical play.  Due to the short timeline, assistance is requested in creating the backdrops, finding props, and pulling together costumes.  It would also be helpful to have some adults available to work with the students. Contact me as soon as possible if you can volunteer your time. Join us in creating some lasting 5th grade memories.  Any help that you can give will be appreciated!

Student Corner – by Cade Turner

           “Sea and Sage”

On January 28, we had the opportunity to visit the Sea & Sage Audubon Center. During this trip, we had great tour guides who were kind, informative, and amusing. They showed us birds such as the Great Blue Heron, Snowy Egret, Great Egret, Northern Shoveler, and the Kingfisher. The class learned a lot about these birds, like how they use their beaks, feet, and bodies. After we watched the birds, we observed invertebrates under the microscope. Our class wrote down everything we saw on a worksheet. Finally, we filled out the review sheets, piled into the cars and headed back to school. Our field trip had ended. We had a great trip, and really hope to go back sometime.
Second Trimester Report Cards 

Report cards will be sent home on Friday, March 19. Conference forms will be included. Please return these forms to me by Tuesday,
March 23.  Optional conferences will be held during the week of March 29 through April 2.
Special Thanks 

Thank you to all the parents who attended our Colonial Day volunteer meetings this past month. We are looking forward to our daylong colonial experience on March 17.

I am also sending a hearty “thank you” to all the parents who donated an extra $2.00 towards our Colonial expenses. It was very much appreciated!


