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Mrs. Estrada		5th Grade	November, 2009

Here is what you can look forward to in November…
Language Arts: We have begun reading the novel The Cay.  While reading we will continue to focus on our reading strategies (predicting/inferring, phonics/decoding, monitor/clarifying, questioning, evaluating and summarizing) and using our “deep thinking journals.”
Writing: We are focusing on personal narratives and students are going to be given various opportunities to practice before the district writing assessment in December.  This on-demand writing task will all be done in class.
Math: We will work on Mini Unit A (Area and Perimeter) and begin Unit 2 (Addition and Subtraction with whole numbers and decimals).
Social Studies: The current unit (unit 2) is about explorers to the New World of North America.  By mid-November, we will begin Unit 3, where we will learn about the competition for land between the Europeans and Native Americans.
Science: Our class has been learning about the digestive and respiratory system and we will continue to focus on the human body.

Important Information:
1. Book Reports: Book reports will be due this month.  We will be picking books for our next book report project.  The genre for this one will be Science Fiction.
2. Spelling: From now on we will be alternating spelling lists and vocabulary development.  Each week, for spelling, students will have 15 words (based on the pre-test), a skill focus, and roots, prefixes and/or suffixes to study for Friday’s test.  For vocabulary, two groups will complete work in a wordly wise workbook and the other group will focus on vocabulary from our Science and Social Studies textbooks.  Friday, all three groups will take a test on their assigned vocabulary.
3. Parent & Student Conference Week: Thanks again for meeting with me and your child at conferences!
4. NO SCHOOL
November 11th – Veteran’s Day
November 26th & 27th – Thanksgiving

Thank you for your continued support and Happy Thanksgiving!
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