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Mrs. Estrada		5th Grade	September, 2010

Welcome to Room 8 at Eastshore School!  Here is what will be going on this month…

Language Arts: We will be reading short stories from our anthology.  When reading these stories we will also focus on using our reading strategies: predicting/inferring, phonics/decoding, monitor/clarifying, questioning, evaluating and summarizing.
Writing: We will begin to introduce and practice the six writing traits: ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Math: Our first unit in the Math Expressions textbook focuses on reviewing and extending the concepts of multiplication and division.  Please practice your math facts (+, —, x, ÷) on a nightly basis.
Social Studies: The First Americans will be our first unit.  In this unit we will explore geography, climate, and common ways of life for Native Americans.**Please begin to collect empty toilet paper rolls and empty paper towel rolls for a Native American art project.  Your child may start bringing them into class.
Science: Our first unit will be Life Science, in which we will begin to discuss cells and organisms.

Important Information:
1. Back to School Night is Thursday, September 23rd  (Time to follow).  It will be a minimum day for all students (1:33 dismissal).  I look forward to meeting all of you and discuss all the fun things your child will be doing this year!
2. Please check and sign Thursday Conduits each week for other important announcements and papers.
3. Going Green! Monthly newsletters can be found on my classroom website - http://iusd.org/ea/GradeLevelPages/Estrada.html .  Calendars will be emailed monthly and a hard copy will be put in your child’s binder.
4. Please make sure you have your current email addresses on the parent portal, as I will be sending weekly emails throughout the year.
5. Student-Parent Conferences will take place Oct. 18th – 22nd Sign-ups will be at Back to School Night.
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