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Expectations:

Students are to come to class prepared every day.  This includes having all of the materials, homework, and classroom supplies necessary for the day.

Students are to be proactive in their learning.  They must participate and be engaged in the dynamics of the classroom.

Students must show progress in all subject areas.  Effort will be determined by quality of work that is turned in for each unit that is covered.

Students will become life-long learners who seek knowledge and an understanding of the world around them.
Rules:

Respect others and their property.  This includes respecting the staff and school as well.

Follow all school rules that are listed in the student handbook.

Come to class prepared.

Behave with Respect, Integrity and Responsibility.

Students need to arrive to school on time.  They will be marked late five minutes after the bell has rung.  The student must not have frequent absences.  Please notify me of the absence as soon as you are aware of it.

Reminders:

All parents must open a parent portal account and keep it updated with current information.  Grades will not be handed out; they must be checked through the parent portal site.  If you do not have a computer, you may use a school computer to check you portal site.

It is expected that all families contribute in the Pledge Drive.  It costs $100.00, which is the main fundraiser for our school.  Our school cannot function without parent help.  Payments may be made if necessary for you to participate.

Other fees and permission slips will be asked of you throughout the year.  These are very important and must be returned in a timely manner.  It is expected that parents review all handouts, flyers, and class work from their children’s notebook every day. 

I send home a group e-mail every two to three weeks.  Please make sure your e-mail is current so that you are able to receive all the current news on the class.

CIMI:  The Catalina Island Marine Institute is the outdoor education field trip that the sixth grade experiences.  It is a wonderful program that we are very lucky to be a part of.  The students will remember and cherish this experience for the rest of their lives.  We will be spending one week in March on the island.  The trip will cost around $450.00, but it will be broken into four payments.  The first payment is a $100.00 deposit.  I suggest that you have your children learn to save a little of their own money to pay for some of the trip.  One way that they can do this is to collect aluminum cans for recycling.  I have had several students pay for a large percentage of their CIMI payment with just can recycling.  I am sure you can take the time with your child to come up with other ways of saving as well.  If your family may be experiencing financial difficulties, please come to me in private and we will discuss a school grant.  Please notify me of any questions or concerns immediately so we can get them taken care of.
Materials:

Students are not allowed to have pencil boxes on or in their desks.  They are unnecessary and a major distraction to the students.  No water bottles are allowed in class for this same reason.  Students may drink from the drinking fountain.

No mechanical pencils are allowed.  They are also a major distraction and students spend more time fooling with them than using them correctly.

Students will need several sharp number 2 pencils each day.  I am not the supplier of pencils.  They will need a black or blue correcting pen as well. 

Students will be assigned three textbooks.  These include Math, Science, and Social Studies.  They will remain on one side of the desk and they must be in class every day.  I will assign a number to these books to keep track of them.  Any lost books will need to be paid for immediately.

Students will also be given a class journal, a spiral notebook, a math workbook, a computational skills workbook, a social studies reading skills workbook, and a grammar workbook.  Students must have an independent reading book at all times.

All other supplies will be provided by me when they are needed and applicable.

Notebooks:
A simple 1 ½ inch 3 ring binder will be needed.  Please no bulky complicated binders.  It will include an agenda that will be filled out each day with the homework and news.  It will then include five tabs that will be labeled Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and Social studies.  There must be lined paper in the rear of the notebook at all times. Optional tabs that may be added to the notebook for better organization would be spelling, health, and grammar.  A total of eight tabs would be a very organized notebook.
Students must never put loose paper inside the desks or on the floor.  Every document must be placed inside the correct tab of the notebook.  All flyers or handouts must be put in the front pocket of the notebook to be given to the parents immediately. 

Organization and Time Management:

It is essential to keep your lives organized.  This includes your desk, room, notebooks, and home. If you have a cluttered area, you also have a cluttered mind.  Many of the assignments will take several days to several weeks to complete.  If you procrastinate, the quality of the work will go down and there will be anxiety.  These are two qualities that all the successful and powerful people of the world share.
Reading:
Independent Reading:  Students must read every day.  It is rumored that if you do something every day for six weeks it becomes a habit.  Please help the students find books that they will enjoy and find engaging.  I developed a love of reading in elementary school and I want to pass this passion onto my students.  They must read at least 20 minutes each night for homework.

One Tree Island Novel Study: The class will read this novel independently during the second trimester.  They will answer review questions as they read as well as keep track of the vocabulary for each chapter.

Houghton Mifflin:  The students will read two stories from six different themes.  The themes are Courage, What Really Happened?, Growing Up, Discovering Ancient Cultures, Doers and Dreamers, and New Frontiers.  
The students will be taught several reading strategies which include summarizing, evaluating, predicting and inferring, monitoring and clarifying.  These strategies will be used across the curriculum in all subject areas.  All notes will be kept in the spiral notebook.

The students will be responsible for a series of comprehension questions at the end of the story as well as a comprehension test.

At the end of each theme the students will read a short novel both in class and out of class.  They will keep a comprehension log as they read the short novel.

Book Reports:  Each month the students will be required to read books from a certain genre.  They will log the pages they read each night on a book log.  Every two weeks they will be required to submit a one-page book report.  A handout will be given to the students that explain the dates for each genre as well as the book report focus areas.
Depth and Complexity:

Each week I will read a short story to the class.  The students will respond to this story utilizing the depth and complexity model.  This is a higher level critical thinking approach to literature.  The focus areas that we will focus are Big Ideas, Details, Ethics, Time, Language, …

At the end of each reading theme, work will be collected and reviewed as part of the effort and overall grade.  Once reviewed the student may take the packet home for the parents to view.
Writing:
Writing Traits: The students will learn how to use the six traits of writing.  These include Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word choice, Sentence Fluency, and conventions.  Each piece of writing will be graded on these traits as well as other specific items that correlate to the genre of writing that we are working on.
Genres:  Each trimester the students will focus on two genres of writing.  Trimester one includes a Business Letter, and a Persuasive Essay. Trimester two includes a Research Report, and a Compare and Contrast piece.   Trimester three includes a short story, and a personal narrative.  

Drafting:  Students will utilize several different brainstorming techniques.  Students will also work on most of the rough draft in class.  The final draft must be typed, double spaced, 12 font, and either Times New Roman or Ariel font.  All brainstorming and drafts must be turned in together for credit.  Students should keep all work in the Writing section of their binder.

Writing Portfolios:  All students will have a writing portfolio where their final piece of writing is kept.  The writing portfolios will be taken home at the end of the year.

Journaling:  It is important for students to learn how to journal and free-write.  A journal is a place to write down feelings, emotions, thoughts, and expressions.  It is not a laundry list of daily activities.  They will spend several days in the week journaling on topics of their choice.  The only requirement is that they utilize the grammar skills and vocabulary words that they have learned throughout the week.  Each month I will allow the students to submit one journal for review.  It will be checked for spelling, grammar, and word choice.
Spelling:
Writing:  Each month a journal will be checked for spelling.  Student writing will also be checked for spelling errors.

Tests: Each week the class will focus on ten to fifteen words.  We will discuss word forms, idioms, and other spelling techniques that dive much deeper than just the memorization of the words.

Homework: Each week the class will be assigned a spelling page to complete by Friday of that same week.  The students must use a dictionary for this homework.  The page focuses on the spelling skills and many of the other concepts taught in class.  The work will be checked for effort and completeness.
Grammar:  

The students will learn a variety of sentence types and use them in their writing to make their writing more powerful.  

1. We will focus on the comma and the rules to using the comma effectively.  The first trimester will be devoted to using the comma in a variety of ways.
2. Next, we will focus our efforts on learning and understanding simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences.  These different sentence types will be applied to all writing.

3. We will also learn image grammar, which is similar to the comma rules.  They give the writing more description and thus make the piece more vivid to the reader.

4. The class will learn the past, present, and future tenses of verbs and have those verbs agree with the different subjects.

5.  Finally, the students will learn the proper and effective use of the colon and the semi-colon. 
All grammar will be graded as they apply the rules to their writing.  There will be occasional tests on the grammar concepts.  These will be written examples of sentences.  Effort will be achieved by creating vivid complex examples, and not just the minimum requirement asked.

Math:
Each week the students will be assigned pages from their computational skills practice book.  It is imperative that they stay fresh with their computational skills.  On this book, the students must show all of their work to receive credit.

I am more concerned with the process of solving the problem than with the product.  A problem that only has the answer written out is only worth half of the credit.

Also, students must be organized in writing out their work.  Many mistakes are created by careless errors.  Most careless errors are the direct result of sloppy and unorganized work.
I would prefer the students to get fewer problems done with all work shown in a neat and organized fashion than more problems completed quickly and carelessly.

The class will be given workbook pages to complete occasionally.  These concepts will have been taught in class at an earlier time, so they will be review for the students who need to stay fresh throughout the year.

Homework will only be given credit if it done completely.

Study Skills: Most of these concepts are taken to a much higher level than they have been exposed to in previous grades.  Therefore, the students must prepare for these concepts daily and study each night.  If they wait until the last night to prepare for an exam, it is highly likely that they will score very poorly.  It is very easy to see which students prepare adequately for the exams.
Exams: There will be a written exam after each of the units listed above.  The students will turn in all of their notes with their test for an effort grade in math.  There may be quizzes given to assess understanding during the units as well.  At the end of each trimester, the class will take an on-line post test that covers all material from the trimester.  This is a way to measure how they are retaining the information.  If the students stay prepared and utilize time management effectively, they should not need to worry about these exams.
Social Studies:

Expectations:  The students must spend ample time preparing for each unit.  Most of the social studies are based on reading skills.  Therefore it is very important for students to read and reread the text until they have a firm understanding of the civilization we are covering.  Much of the learning takes place through the vocabulary, however, I require the students to understand the big ideas as well.  

Curriculum:  The class will be focusing their time and energy on the many early civilizations throughout the world.  The curriculum is much more extensive than ever before.  We will examine the culture of each civilization, its geography, and pay close attention to the religions of the world.  In class, we will have the opportunity to cook, debate, discuss, and learn to read maps.  Class participation is essential to gain a complete understanding of the curriculum.
Resources:  Each student will receive a textbook and a ready skills workbook.  It is imperative that the students review the text several times for a complete understanding.  The Reading Workbook will be given as homework.  I require complete and well written responses to the questions given.  There are several on-line resources that should be utilized.  Classzone.com is a powerful tool that has flip cards, lesson reviews, quizzes, and games, all of which are highly effective and valuable to the learner.  The students will also be creating a unit study guide to help them focus their studies for the exam.

Exams:  The students will be taking IOLA tests on the computer.  These tests cover vocabulary and main ideas.  The student will not do well if they do not prepare for these exams.  For each of the units I listed above there will be an essay test.  I will provide the questions one week in advance, along with an essay response organizer.  All work done for each unit will be turned in for an effort grade with the test.
Grecian Festival:  In December, the entire sixth grade class will be involved in a school play.  The students will also form teams and prepare one meal for the festival.  I will hand out recipes and allow class time to prepare.  Finally, the class will be involved in the Metric Olympics, which will all be held on the same day in December.  Parents are welcomed to watch the play and help out during the meal and Olympics.

Science:
Each week the students will be given two hours in a laboratory with a science specialist.  They will conduct experiments and handle much of the hands-on learning that is essential to the scientific process.  Mr. Kaufman is the science specialist and he does a wonderful job connecting the concepts we learn in class to a real setting.
The first eight weeks of school will be devoted entirely to the Science Fair.  Each student is required to conduct a science experiment and record all of the data and statistics that go along with it.  They will also include a research report with the data.  A Science Fair notebook will be turned in along with a backboard showcasing all of the findings.  It is crucial that your child utilize their time wisely.  Once a student falls behind, they struggle to meet deadlines.  You will be given a timeline of all dates for the Science Fair Project.  It will be due just before the holiday break in December.  
We will also spend one to two hours, depending on the lesson, in the regular classroom environment.

Here is a timeline of the estimated dates and concepts taught.

Science Fair & Chapter 5 - September & October
Chapter 6 – Plate Tectonics – November

Chapter 7 – Earthquakes – December

Chapter 12 – Interactions of Living Things – January

Chapter 13 & 14 – Water Cycle & Oceans – February

Chapter 15 – Atmosphere – March

Chapter 8 – Volcanoes - April

Chapter 9 – Heat & Energy - May
Chapter 11 Erosion & Deposition – June

Curriculum:  The class will be creating outlines for each lesson covered.  This is a very important study skill that they will master.  All outlines will be collected along with the test and any other work completed for an effort grade.  The students will also play web games, watch captivating DVDs, and research the Internet for information.

Exams: Science is a very difficult subject for many students.  Most of the concepts are new and have not been experienced before.  Most of the science taught in the classroom can be learned by understanding the vocabulary.  I suggest that you cover the terms in the book very closely.  To do well on the IOLA exams, the students should review their outlines that cover the main ideas and study the vocabulary.
