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Upcoming Events: 

February 8ñNo School in 

celebration of Lincolnõs birthday 

 

February 9ñPTA Association 

Meeting ; IUSD Board Member 

Carolyn McInerney will be speaking 

 

February 15ñNo School in 

celebration of Washingtonõs 

birthday 

 

March 5 - Enrollment on-line 

for school year 2010-2011 begins 

 

March 9ñ PTA Association 

Meeting, 6:30 pm 

 

March 25ñMcTeacherõs Night 

at McDonalds 5:00ñ8:00 
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IPSFôs New Campaign Launched 

On-line enrollment for new students begins March 5, 2010   
 

If you have a child who has never attended an Irvine School and they need to be registered 

for the 2010-2011 school year, you will be able to go on-line and register them starting 

March 5, 2010.    Go to www.iusd.org and click on Enrollment / How to Enroll.  If you en-

roll your child before this date, it will not be kept in the system and you will have to enroll 

them again March 5th or later.  

 

Kindergarten Round-Up Evening,  April 29th  6:00ð7:00 p.m.  Parents of incoming 

Kindergarten students are invited and encouraged to attend this event.  It is a very important 

as it provides parents with all kinds of information about their childôs first year at Greentree.  

This is a parent-only evening, with childcare available through Rainbow Rising (reservation 

needed).  

 

Kindergarten Tours, May 11th  - 8:20 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.:  Parents and new Kindergar-

ten students are invited to take a tour of the Kindergarten area on Tuesday, May 11th.  There 

are two tours, the first tour starts at 8:20 a.m. and the second tour starts at 12:15 p.m. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Greentree Elementary!  

Enrollment for New Students 2010-2011 

 

 

  
 

The state budget crisis continues to take its toll on public education, creating a $23.8 million short-
fall for the Irvine Unified School District alone. In response, the nonprofit Irvine Public Schools 
Foundation has launched a five-week campaign to raise money for classroom support in 2010-11. 
 
IPSF has announced that all funds collected between now and March 1 will be used to lessen the 
impacts of class-size increases. While the Board of Education would make the final determination 
as to how the dollars would be used, a similar effort two years ago empowered schools to provide 
direct support in the form of classroom aides and additional teaching hours. 
 
5ÎÆÏÒÔÕÎÁÔÅÌÙȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÁÃÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄȢ "ÅÃÁÕÓÅ )53$ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ "ÏÁÒÄ ÁÒÅ ÆÁÃȤ
ing critical budget deadlines, the funding must be in place by March 1. 
 
Remember that the Irvine Public Schools Foundation is the only organization with the resources to 
impact every school in our district. Moreover, IPSF is underwriting the cost of this latest fundraising 
effort to ensure that 100 percent of the dollars go directly to support students. 
 
Parents and community members are encouraged to learn more about the foundation and its five-
week campaign by logging on to www.ipsf.net. 
 
For more information on the state budget and its impact on IUSD visit www.iusd.org/budget_watch 
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This year IPSF is proud to team 

up with PCRF (Pediatric Cancer 

Research Foundation) to help 

raise funds for Irvine Schools!   

 

The event will be held on Sunday, 

May 2nd.   

 

The 2010 running events are: 

~ Half Marathon 

~10K Run 

~1K Kidsô Run 

~5K Run 

~5K Walk 

 

Steps to Join the IPSF Team: 

1) Form a team 

2) Earn money (all $ will be 

sent directly to IPSF) 

3) Festival ExpoðIPSF will 

have an exhibit area at the 

Festival Expo 

4) Registration ï each school 

can register as a team, multi-

ple teams or individuals.  Be 

sure to register under Team 

IPSF so IPSF receives the 

proceeds.    

 

Go to wwwpcrf -kids.org to regis-

ter.  Click the Register Now but-

ton, continue and select IPSF 

under group rank, and then ñJoin 

Teamò. 

 

Questions:   

 
Call Cheryl Braun at  

949-265-6410  
 Email:  cbraun@ipsf.net  

 
 

CINCO DE MAYO                    

Half Marathon  

Afterschool Classroom 

Enrichment (ACE)  

The IPSF ACE Program is cur-

rently serving 1,400 students in 

over 120 different classes.   Thank 

you to all of our volunteers for 

making this such a successful pro-

gram.      

 

Greentreeôs current ACE programs 

include the school play Peter Pan, 

the Homework Club, Chess Club, 

and Volleyball.      

Irvine Public Schools Foundation  
 

IUSD Students Enjoy The Benefits of IPSF Every Day: 
When they study art in elementary school and bring home one of the many treasures 
we all save 

When they are able to learn science with a specialist teacher 

When they play that instrument or sing that song that adds so much richness to their 
lives 

When they visit a school nurse or health clerk 

When they enjoy one of the many after school ACE classes or summer enrichment 
classes 
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Parents Appreciating Teachers & Staff  (P.A.T.S.) 

OUR TEACHERS AND  
STAFF DESERVE 
òP.A.T.S.ó ON  THE  

BACK! 
 

THE  IRVINE  PUBLIC  
SCHOOLS FOUNDATION  

PRESENTS 
PARENTS APPRECIATING  
TEACHERS AND  STAFF 
Thank your childôs teachers 

and special staff members for 

all of their hard work through 

the Parents Appreciating 

Teachers and Staff (PATS) 

program.   

There are many reasons to partici-

pate in PATS: 

It is a great way to recognize those 

individuals who make a dif-

ference in your childôs educa-

tion. 

Your tax-deductible donation goes 

directly back into the class-

room through the Innovative 

Teaching Award Program 

(ITAP). 

Your childôs teachers and staff 

members receive a personal-

ized certificate of recognition 

with a small gift expressing 

that you think they are special 

and how much you appreci-

ate them.  

APPRECIATE YOUR            

FAVORITE  

TEACHER OR STAFF TODAY! 

 

$20.00 donation recognizes one 

(1) teacher or staff 

 

$40.00 donation recognizes three 

(3) teachers or staff 

 

$60.00 donation recognizes five 

(5) teachers or staff 

 

$80.00 donation recognizes seven 

(7) teachers or staff 

 

$100.00 donation recognizes nine 

(9) teachers or staff 

 

 
All Donations Must Be Received 

By March 5, 2010 
 

Please make checks payable to 

IPSF  -  and mail to IPSF, 18552 

MacArthur Blvd., Suite 200,  

Irvine, CA 92612.  

Please write ñPATSò on your 
envelope & Teacher/Staff 

Name  
 

 
 
 

 
If you are recognizing multiple 

teachers or staff, please include 
the necessary information on a 

separate sheet. 
 

School or Location 

__________________ 

 Studentôs Name 

        __________________ 

Optional Personal Message 
to be printed on  certificate   
(20 words or less only,  
please):   
_______________
________________
_______ 

      _____________ 

       _______________  

Parentôs Name: 

________________ 

Home Address: 

_____________________

___________ 

Phone: ______________   

Email: ________________ 
 

Irvine Public Schools Foundation is a 

non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.   

 



Mother-Daughter Book Club  
(Thursdays) 

January 28, February 25, March 25 

7:00 p.m.  
A book discussion group for girls from 10 to 14 years and their mothers 

Heritage Park Library  

            14361 Yale Ave, Irvine, CA 92604   *   949-936-4040 

WINTER 2010 PROGRAMS 

PRINCIPALLY  SPEAKING  Page 3 

Class Field Trips 

5th and 6th Grade StudentsñSouth Coast Repertory Theater:  Greentreeõs 5th and 6th graders will attend the production 

of  A Wrinkle In Time on February 16th at the South Coast Repertory Theater.  This is on the state recommended literature 

list from the book by Madeleine LõEngle.   

 
Special Ed/SSAI Students:  Our Special Ed students are excited to be going to OC Centennial Farm on February 10th, as well as to the Dis-
covery Science Center on March 18th.  

 

Toddler Storytime 
January 15ðMarch 12 

Fridays 10:00 a.m. 

 
A storytime for children 3 years and 

under, with their parents 

 
 
 

 

Reading to Rover 
January 20 

Feb 17 

March 17 
(3rd Wednesday of month) 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Children improve their skill  

by reading to certified  

 

Monthly  

Craft Program 
January 6 

February 3 

March 3 
(1st Wednesday of month) 

3:00 p.m. 
 

Crafts, stories, and games for  

children in 1st - 6th grade. 

 

Thursday Family Night Programs 
 

(2nd  Thursday of month) 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Jan 14ðBuster Balloon Extravaganza 

Feb 11ðAbbit the Average Comedy Magic Show 

March 11ðMichael RaynerðJuggler Extraordinaire 

 

 
 

 

Family Storytime 
January 11ðMarch 10 

 

Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

or 

Wednesdays  10:00 a.m. 

 

A storytime for children 3 to 6 years 

old and their families. 

All programs are sponsored 
by  The Friends of the              
Heritage Park Library  



 

Weõre on the web.. 

www.iusd.org/gr  

Greentree Elementary 
4200 Manzanita 
Irvine, CA 92604 
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Mother-Daughter Tea 

Greentreeôs 5th grade girls and their mothers enjoyed a great evening together  on 

January 28th during the PTA Sponsored Mother -Daughter Tea.  Thank you to all 

the PTA members who helped make this event successful.      

Congratulations, Mrs. Darwish! 
Greentreeôs Teacher of the Year for 2009-2010 

 
Lori has been an integral part of the Greentree team for the past 

14 years. She is an incredibly talented teacher who is well re-

spected by her colleagues.  

 

In addition to her time spent educating 2nd graders, Lori has 

been a BTSA Support Provider, a Student Study Team coordina-

tor/facilitator, and has a myriad of other responsibilities within 

the school and district, all while being a wife and mom to 4 

young boys. 

MID -WINTER Music Concert Upper Grades 

Absence Line 
949-936-5801 

 
ALWAYS call the 

absence line when your 
child is absent from 
school,, every day of 

absence. 
 

*  Give your childõs name 
*  Teacherõs name 
*  Date of Absence 

*  Reason for absence 

PRINCIPALLY  SPEAKING  

Greentreeôs Mid-Winter Music Concert was held January 29th in the Little Theater  during regu-

larly scheduled music class times for Grades 4-6.  Many parents were in attendance and enjoyed 

the musical talents of the upper grade students.  

 

Students worked very hard to prepare for this performance and did a great job!   Our appreciation 

and thanks also goes to our amazing music team, including Mrs. Morones (voice), Mrs. Gray 

(strings) and Mrs. Venlet (winds), as well as their assistants. 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 2009-2010 

LORI DARWISH  

Phone:  949-936-5800 

Fax:  949-936-5809 

K-2 Music Open House and  3rd Grade Music Share Day   

APRIL 1st 

Primary Music students are excited to sing for their parents on April 1st.   Parents are encouraged 

to take this opportunity to observe and enjoy their childôs music class.  Flyers will be sent home 

providing more information. .  

 

Thank you to Colleen Dzurik for her dedication and obvious joy while working with our primary 

students.  She teaches them how fun it can be to use their musical voices.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GREENTREE PTA NEWS  
 

The school year has gotten off to a great start!  The Greentree PTA has been actively working behind the scenes at 

Greentree Elementary to support many programs , activities and services at the school.   

 

Thank you for your support for the Fall Fundraiser. We raised approximately $14,000.   

 

Our first Read - A- Thon was a tremendous success .  The children loved having the opportunity to read for an hour.  

Many 6th grade students took the opportunity to read to Kindergarten and First Graders.   It was fun to watch the ex-

citement on the children's faces as the older students read to them.  The Read - A- Thon raised approximately $6,500.  

We are excited to use that money to purchase equipment for the classrooms.   

 

Here is how we have spent your money and the programs that you, the PTA, support:  

 

School Counselor  $3,991 =   $ 7.60 per Greentree Student  

Health Clerk   $10,782 = $20.54 per Greentree Student  

K-2 Music    $6,000 =  $11.43 per Greentree Student  

Xerox Machine Lease   $3,300 =  $ 6.29 per Greentree Student  

School  Assemblies  $2,095 =  $ 3.99 per Greentree Student  

Teacher's Fund  $2,400 =  $ 4.57 per Greentree Student  

City Lunchtime Helpers  $1,500 =   $ 2.86 per Greentree Student  

 

As you can see, we are putting your money to good use for the students at Greentree Elementary.  With the state 

budget crisis, the PTA will be called on in 2010 -2011 to help support even more school programs.  We hope that you will 

be financially supportive of the programs at Greentree and help as a volunteer in as many ways as possible.   

 

Upcoming Spring Events:  
Jog- A- Thon  -   The Annual Jog -A-Thon will be held Friday, March 12th.  Come out and watch the children run for   

one hour. 

Family Night Making Commemorative Tiles ñThe Greentree PTA has a new program this year.  We will be having a 

family night to make commemorative tiles.  The date is Thursday, April 29th.  More information will be sent home 

with your child.   

Teacher Appreciation Week is scheduled for May 3 -7.  

McTeacherõs Night at McDonalds on Culver and Irvine Center Drive ñMarch 25th from 5:00 ñ8:00 pm.    

20% of all sales during this time will be donated to our school!    You do not need a flyer or form, just bring your ap-

petite and Greentree staff members will serve you!  

School Carnival ñJune 4th  

 

We look forward to working alongside you to make these events a tremendous success.  Thank you for all your support!  

 

Sincerely,  
 
Marilyn Fisher  

Greentree PTA President 
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Itõs not too late  

to join the PTA .  We would 

love your support!  
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