
ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÒÏÁÄÂÌÏÃËÓȢ "Ù ÐÒÏÖÉÄȤ
ing them with the support 
systems and relationships 
that allow them to be suc-
cessful in school, the power 
to help children grow into 
healthy, productive adults is 
within our grasp. The 
strength and integrity of our 
partnership is what makes 
us unique. 
 
We are so fortunate at 
Greentree to have a suppor-
tive community of parents 
who value a quality educa-
tion for the children of our 
neighborhood. Everybody 
works together to ensure 
the best for the students. 
 
We look forward to working 

with you, your children and 

each other this school year! 

For those of you new to 
ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ Ȱ7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ 
ÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
of you returning to our 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ Ȱ7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ "ÁÃËȦȱ  
We are extremely glad to 
have you here with us as 
an integral part of the 
education of children. 
 
We are off to a terrific 
start. It was great to see so 
many parents at Back-To-
School-Night. Your partici-
ÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÅÄÕȤ
cation is what makes the 
difference here at Green-
tree Elementary School. 
Everywhere I look, I see 
parents working in the 
classrooms, students 
using equipment pur-
chased through efforts of 
our PTA, and other evi-
ÄÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ 
involvement in the daily 
lives of children. 
 

During the week of Octo-
ber 12-16, teachers met 
individually with parents 
to go over assessments as 
well as establish goals for 
individual students for the 
2009-2010 school year. 
We are pleased to report 
that 96%  of our parents 
were able to attend con-
ferences.  If you happen to 
have missed your sched-
uled time, please make it a 
point to connect with your 
ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÏÁÌÓ 
for this year.   Goal setting 
conferences are the op-
portunity to come to-
gether to lay out a plan for 
student success this year. 
Remember this is the be-
ginning of a process, not 
the final destination.  The 
common goal of our com-
munity is to enable our 
children to competently 
and effectively navigate 
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Upcoming 

Events:  

November 3ñSchool Pictures 

November 3ñFall Fundraiser delivery 

Nov 10ñPTA Association         morn-

ing Meeting, 8:15 AM 

November 11ñNO SCHOOL 

(Veteranõs Day) 

November 12ñPat & Oscarõs and 

Barnes & Nobles Family Night. 

Nov 26-27ñNO SCHOOL 

(Thanksgiving Holiday) 

Dec 1ñSchool òMake-Upó Picture Day 

Dec. 11ñReport Cards go home  

 Dec 18ñ1st Grade Music Performance, 

8:10 AM. 

Dec 18ñLast day of school before 

Winter Recess  (Modified Day Schedule 

& Kindergarten all Early Birds) 

January 4ñClasses resume 
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     Census 2010 

Did you know that in the 
year 2000 the US popula-
tion was 33,871,648?  Did 
you also know that there 
were 560,166 children 
who were 9 years old that 
year and that 287,282 of 
them were boys and 
272,884 were girls?  How 
do we know this kind of 
information? 
 
We know this from the 
U.S. Census.  The U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau takes a census, 
or a count, of the popula-
tion every 10 years.  Cen-
sus data are used to deter-
mine things such as Title I 
programs, Special Educa-

tion, college grant and 
loan programs, public 
transportation, road and 
community improvements 
as well affects our voice in 
Congress and the redis-
tricting of state legisla-
tures, county and city 
councils and voting dis-
tricts.     
 
The census will once again 
be conducted in 2010 
which is quickly ap-
proaching! Census ques-
tionnaires will be mailed 
or delivered to every 
household in the United 
States in March 2010.   

The 2010 Census ques-
tionnaire asks only a few 
simple questions of each 
personɂname, relation-
ship, gender, age and date 
of birth, race, and whether 
the respondent owns or 
rents his or her home.  
 
This simple, short ques-
tionnaire takes just a few 
minutes to complete and 
needs to be returned by 
mail. Be on the look -out 
ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÎÁÉÒÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ 
ÅÁÓÙȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
ÉÔȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔÉÁÌȢ  -ÁËÅ 
sure you are counted in 
2010!   



Introducing New Staff  Members to Greentree 

Compassion 

òOur Value Word of the Yearó 

Compassion (kᴅm-ÐàÓÈͻᴅn): n ȣ ÄÅÅÐ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ 
of another coupled with the wish to relieve it. 
 
Each year the staff at Greentree chooses a value word that they 
feel would be applicable to life at school, life at home and just 
plain life in general.  This year that word is compassion.  Teach-
ers model and discuss compassion on a daily basis in grade level 
appropriate ways.  The 5th grade students research the word to 
find out what it means to them as students at Greentree, as mem-
bers of a family, or as citizens in a larger society. 
 

We were very fortunate to 
bring back all of our General 
Education teaching staff this 
school year.  They may be at a 
different grade level, but the 
faces and the expertise they 
provide to our staff is still the 
ÓÁÍÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ 
come to expect! 
 
We are pleased to introduce 
and welcome to our Greentree 
Family the following additions 
to our staff: 
 
Mrs. Lori Millerɂ2nd grade 
teacher.  Lori is an Irvine resi-
dent who has children cur-
rently attending Irvine 
Schools.  Lori joined our staff 
during the summer after having 
worked at neighboring Santi-
ago Hills Elementary School 
where she taught first 
grade.  Prior to that Lori 
worked at Brywood as an in-
structional assistant with spe-
cial populations.  We think Lori 
is a perfect fit for our 2nd grade 
team of teachers and students 
and welcome her to our family. 
 
Ms. Ginger Lewis ɀ Educa-
tional Specialist ɀ Super Spe-
cialized Academic Instructional 
(SSAI) class ɀ G2.  Ginger joined 
our team this year after a brief 
respite from education.  She 
 is an experienced, credentialed 

special education teacher who 
is specially trained to design 
programs for and work with 
students with autism and other 
moderate/severe disabilities.   
 
Mrs. Elaine Ogle ɀ Teacher on 
Special Assignment ɀ Title One.  
We are excited to have been 
able to secure Elaine and her 
tremendous expertise this year.  
Elaine has served IUSD in a 
variety of capacities through-
out the years, most recently as 
the creator/facilitator of the 
Early Intermediate Reading 
Model (EIRM) used by all 
Kinder and 1st grade class-
ÒÏÏÍÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ )53$Ȣ  %ÌÁÉÎÅȭÓ 
role at Greentree will be that of 
working  directly with instruc-
tional staff providing classroom
-based demonstrations, col-
laborative and one-on-one sup-
port, and facilitating teacher 
inquiry and related profes-
sional development. 
 
-ÒÓȢ $ÉÁÎÅ $ÅÌÌȭ!ÎÄÒÅÁ ɀ 
Guidance Counselor- G4 ɀ 
Diane worked with IUSD at 
Alderwood Basics Plus before 
leaving education two years 
ago to pursue life in the busi-
ness world.  After a brief stint 
in that world, she discovered 
education is really where her 
heart is!  Diane will be provid-
ing services to our K-6 student 

population this school year 
with small group interventions, 
whole class prevention lessons 
and, at times, individualized 
interventions.   
   
Mr. Art Rivera  ɀ Head Custo-
dian ɀ Art comes to us from the 
District Office building on Bar-
ranca.  For the last two years, 
Art has worked evenings en-
suring the district facilities 
were in tip top shape and ready 
for all the meetings that are 
held at that location.  He is well 
versed in dealing with the pub-
lic and we are pleased to have 
him working with our staff, 
student and parent populations 
this year. 
 
Mrs. Mariana Arenas ɀ   
Instructional Assistant, SSAI 
Class ɀ G2 ɀ Mrs. Arenas is very 
happy to be part of the Green-
tree  team this year.   Mariana 
is a certified teacher from Mex-
ico with over 12 years of ex-
perience teaching grades 1st to 
6th.  She has also taught dance 
lessons to students of all ages, 
and most recently has been 
conducting Spanish tutoring for 
UCI students.  She enjoys work-
ing with the Special Education 
population.  Spending time 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÓÅ ËÉÄÓ ÈÁÓ ȰÓÈÏ×Î ÍÅ 
how special we all are and the 
beautiful child we all have in-
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Ms. Yvonne Pratt  ɀ Instruc-

tional Assistant, SSAI Class ɀ G2 

-4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ -ÒÓȢ 0ÒÁÔÔȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÉÎ 

IUSD, in fact, she has only been 

in California for just a little 

over a year.  She taught swim-

ming classes early in her career 

and then went on to work in 

various corporations.   She 

came to California to care for 

an elderly friend and has found 

that working with special edu-

cation Kiddos is extremely re-

warding!  She especially enjoys 

watching how well the Primary 

students interact with our Kid-

dos during recess and lunch.   

Mrs. Pam McGinnis 
Speech/Language Pathology 
Assistant (SLPA) ɀ G3- Pam is 
working closely with our resi-
dent Speech Pathologist, Mrs. 
Bjorkman this year.  She is on 
campus two days a week and 
works with our speech & lan-
guage students in small groups 
under the very keen eye of Mrs. 
Bjorkman. 
 

All Teachers Rated Highly 

By Title I Coordinator, P. Kimpler 

We are pleased to report that for the 2009-2010 school year, 

ρππϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÁÔ 'ÒÅÅÎÔÒÅÅ %ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÒÅ ȰÈÉÇÈÌÙ 

ÑÕÁÌÉÆÉÅÄȱ ÁÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ .Ï ÃÈÉÌÄ ,ÅÆÔ "ÅÈÉÎÄ !ÃÔȢ   

Federal law gives parents the right to request information about 

the certification of teaching staff.   

Please direct your inquiries to Principal Tammi Brown. 



The Irvine Unified School Dis-
trict will be administering the 
California Healthy Kids Survey 
(CHKS) in November, 2009 to 
all 5th, 7th, 9th, and 11th grade 
students.  The survey gathers 
information on behaviors such 
as physical activity and nutri-
tional habits; school safety; 
alcohol, tobacco, and other 
drug use; as well as environ-
mental and individual 
strengths and assets.   
 
The survey is anonymous.  No 
names or other personal identi-
fying information is connected 
to the answers.  Participation in 
the survey is voluntary and will 

take approximately 30minutes 
of classroom time.   
 
In October, 5th grade parents 
will be asked to sign and return 
a survey consent form.  We 
hope you will give permission 
ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
knowledge can be part of the 
results that are used to im-
prove district prevention pro-
grams and services. 
 
For Further Information:  The 

statewide survey was devel-

oped by WestEd, a public, non-

profit educational institution.   

 

If you have any questions about 

this survey, or about your 

rights, call the district at 

949.936.7980.   

You may examine the question-

ÎÁÉÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȡ 

www.iusd.org  Click on Parent 

Resources, then Guidance Re-

sources, then CHKS 2009 Grade 

5 to view the 5th grade question-

naire. 

Healthy Kids Survey 

Walk To School Day  *  October 23, 2009 
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The International Walk to School Campaign encourages students to either walk or ride their bikes to school as a means to promote healthy 
ÌÉÆÅÓÔÙÌÅÓȢ  'ÒÅÅÎÔÒÅÅȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÂÙ -ÒÓȢ "ÌÁÚÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȟ   4ÈÁÎk you for 
ȰÅØÅÒÃÉÓÉÎÇȱ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ×ÁÌË ÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÌÁÓÔ &ÒÉÄÁÙȢ  7Å ÈÁÄ Á ÓÕÐÅÒ ÔÕÒÎ ÏÕÔȟ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÍÏÍÓȟ ÄÁÄÓȟ Ánd kids walk-
ing or riding bikes last Friday than ever before!   We were able to supply all of our participants with an orange wrist band and a Walk to 
School Day sticker to commemorate their efforts.   
 
Mrs. Blazer was an excellent role model for our community.  She, along with her husband Rick (Vice Principal at South Lake Middle School) 
and her son Myles, GT 4th grade student, traveled by train and bicycle from their home in San Clemente to get to school that day!   

Way to go, Greentree students!  
 

Keep up those healthy habits all year long  

Way to go, Blazer family!  

http://www.iusd.org

