
 

come bored, and when the 

work is too difficult, they 

become frustrated.  By de-

signing differentiated lessons 

that meet the needs of our 

students varying ability levels, 

we ensure success for all.  

Progress monitoring is the 

way in which we gauge the 

effectiveness of our instruc-

tion and the way in which we 

measure studentsõ progress 

toward their learning goals. 

During our Response to In-

struction (RTI) block, for 

example,  we are able to tar-

get instruction in a way that 

aligns with each childõs read-

ing ability.  By recognizing 

each individual learnersõ 

strengths and challenges, we 

are working to tailor instruc-

tion accordingly. 

Principalõs Message 

By Dr. Stuart Payne 

Dear Northwood Families, 

This year is shaping up to be 

another exciting year for 

Northwood with respect to 

our continuous improvement 

efforts.  Each year, our dedi-

cated staff sets goals toward 

making incremental improve-

ments in our learning pro-

gram.  At the beginning of 

this year, we set three goals 

for ourselves: (1) Rigor , (2) 

Differentiation , and (3) 

Progress Monitoring .       

Through rigor, we endeavor 

to make sure that every child 

is challenged in a develop-

mentally appropriate manner 

because research indicates 

that when the work is too 

easy for students, they be-

In January, the installation of 

bƻǊǘƘǿƻƻŘΩǎ ǊƻƻŦ ǘƻǇ ǎƻƭŀǊ 

panels was completed!  

These panels are a direct re-

sult  of the IUSD Board of 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 

place energy-generating solar 

panel systems at 16 district 

sites. Once the project is 

completed, it will be the larg-

est solar deployment for a 

public school system in Cali-

fornia, and possibly the 

United States. 

The clean, silent renewable 

energy systems are antici-

pated to save the district $8 

million in energy expenses 

over 20 years based on con-

servative estimates. North-

wood is estimated to save 

approxi-

mately 

$10,000 

per year in 

energy 

savings. 

Students work in small  

reading groups during RTI with  

Dr.  Michelle Kimmel.  
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P A G E  2  

The OC Registerõs  

Best Public Schools 

Report ranked 

Northwood  

Elementary  

3rd in Orange 

County  

Extended Learning Opportunities 

   Electronic Report Cards  

Northwood Named a Gold Medal School 
For a third consecutive year, 

Northwood Elementary has 

been named a Gold Medal 

School by the Orange County 

Register.  In the January 16, 

2011 Sunday Edition of the OC 

Register, Northwood was 

ranked third of  383 public 

elementary schools in Orange 

County.  Each year, the OC 

Register  creates a measure of 

the quality of Orange Countyõs 

public schools based on aca-

demics and school environ-

ment.   

The Register used a weighted 

system that gives 75 percent of 

the value to academics and 25 

percent to environment and 

diversity.  Other measures 

included federal No Child Left 

Behind performance data, Cali-

forniaõs Academic Performance 

Index data, student-teacher 

ratios, student diversity, and 

recognition by the state and 

federal government for excel-

lence. 

Whatever the measures, 

Northwood Elementary con-

tinues to enjoy a proud and 

decades-old tradition of caring 

staff members, hardworking 

students, supportive parents, 

and the backing of a world-

class District and School 

Board. 

 
 
Parents can, instead, access 
the report cards through the 
Parent Portal and will be noti-
fied when the report cards are 
available online. 
 
For families who do not have 
access to a computer, paper 
copies can be provided or 

 
This year our district is moving 
to electronic report cards for a 
variety of reasons.  We are 
doing our part to go green as 
well as provide parents with 
immediate access to their 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  To that end, 
we will not be sending home 
paper copies of report cards 
during the second trimester.  

access to a computer at school 
can also be provided.  We 
work hard to keep our records 
up to date, but if you need a 
ǇŀǇŜǊ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
report card due to technical 
difficulties or lack of access to 
a computer, please let us 
know.   
 

For students seeking enrich-

ment, the Irvine Public Schools 

Foundation (IPSF) is offering 

Academic Chess and Home-

work Club after school through 

their Afterschool Classroom 

Enrichment (ACE) programs.   

Chess teaches children to:  

Think deeply 

Problem solve 

Develop patience 

Strategize and plan 

Evaluate positions 

Develop sportsman-like 
behavior 

²ŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ t¢! ƳŜƳπ
ber Shari Barry for coordinat-
ing the Academic Chess pro-
gram and Homework Club.  
Mrs. Barry said she will be 
bringing the ACE after school 
Lego Club to Northwood next 
trimester. 

During our second trimester, a 

number of extended learning 

opportunities have been made 

available to many of our stu-

dents.  For students who have 

fallen behind in either Lan-

guage Arts or Mathematics, 

we are offering before and 

after school tutoring opportu-

nities to help them get caught 

up.   

Caption describing picture or 

graphic.  

 

Northwood stu-

dents take part in 

Academic Chess 

after school 

through the IPSF 

ACE program  



 

 Second Computer Lab Nears Completion 
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   Although our enrollment num-

bers have risen steadily over the 

past several years, our computer 

lab has remained the same size.  

With only 35 computers in our 

current computer lab, the stu-

dents average only 30 minutes 

of computer time per week. 

   In order to increase our com-

puter capacity in order to in-

crease student time on our com-

puters, we have been in the 

process of creating a second 

computer lab.  The new lab will 

add an additional 35 computers 

to our school. 

     Because we lacked the re-

sources to complete this lab (we 

had enough money to purchase 

the CPUs but not enough to 

purchase flat panel monitors), 

an email was sent to the com-

munity asking for ñgently usedò 

flat panel monitors that  people 

would like to donate to our 

school.  The response was fan-

tasticï we needed 35 monitors 

and received 52 monitors!  For 

those who donated, we thank 

you from the bottom of our 

hearts and will be placing recog-

nition plates on each monitor. 

This means that every teacher at 

Northwood has obtained full State 

certification as a teacher and holds 

a CA Teaching Credential. 

 

We are pleased to report that for 

the 2010-2011 school year, 100% of 

the teachers at Northwood Ele-

mentary  school are òhighly quali-

fied,ó as defined by the federal No 

Child Left Behind law.  

Federal law gives parents the right 

to request information about the 

certification of the teaching staff. If 

you have any questions, please 

direct your inquiries to our princi-

pal, Dr. Payne.   

 

Boothroyd, Amanda Carlson, 

Brendan Birozy, Kaela Birozy, 

Lauren Greenberger, Leilani 

Penabza, Maya Purandare, 

Karen Wang, and Noah Wil-

mont. 

Intermediate ï Visual 

Arts :  Grace Eun Kim (1st), 

Amenda Lee (2nd), Jacyln Pak 

(3rd), Janice Chung, Audrey 

Chung, Kristen Prattipati, Cait-

lin Wakefield, and Jamie Wang. 

Middle ï Visual Arts:  Mikaela 

Palafox (1st) and Jonathan Vides 

(2nd) 

 

 

Primary ï Photography:  Sarah 

Boothroyd (1st) and Annabella 

Horn (2nd) 

Intermediate ï Photogra-

phy:  Alesh Polivka (1st) and Jay-

den Kellar (2nd) 

Middle- Photography:  Lucy 

McIlrath (1st) 

Middle ï Dance Choreogra-

phy:  Ashley Huey (1st) 

Primary ï Music Composi-

tion:  Sarah Bauer (1st) 

Intermediate ï Music Composi-

tion:  Christina Pickrell (1st) 

Middle ï Literature :  David 

Sussman (1st) 

 

We were very excited to honor 

our PTA Reflections winners at 

our Gallery Night last Wednes-

day.  We had 29 entries this 

year!  Ribbons, PTA Reflections 

Gold Seals and Certificates for a 

free kids meal were handed out 

to all participants.  First, second 

and third place winners also 

received a Barnes & Noble gift 

card.  

 

Primary - Visual Arts :  Karen 

Tian (1st), Aneeqa Asif (2nd), 

Claire Qiu (3rd), Ishaan Abrol, 

Simon Angier, Sarah  

Thank you parents for donat-

ing flat panel monitors to our 

computer lab!  

     PTA Reflections Participants 

 All Northwood Teachers are Highly Qualified 



 

Trimester 1  

Award Winners  

Kindergarten    

Academic Achievement Jane Kivo Nikhitha Vasiraju Robert Lee 

 Ishaan Abrol Isabelle Liu Karen Tian 

    

Citizenship Alex Renteria Brandon Grant Ryan Moore 

 Olivia Neal Karen Wang Brendon Birozy 

    

Highwheeler Mateo Trout Arjun Suresh Pasha Besharaty 

 Layla Azhar Shefali Sinha Nathan Comer 

   Daniela Vanegas 

    

Student of the Month Vibha Srinivas-Sept. Isabelle Zaldarriaga-Sept. Savannah Medina-Sept. 

 Henry Jeong-Oct. Emmanuel Hernandez-Oct. Nicole Toshima-Oct. 

 Amelia Wagner- Nov. Olivia Cortes-Nov. Braden Sakamoto-Nov. 

Grade 1    

Academic Achievement Ethan Gilbert Luke Garcia Chris Fry 

 Amanda Carlson Brooklyn Guan Claire Qiu 

 Kayra Kieviet Quinlan Solomita Abigail Sepulveda 

 Nur Qazi  Sriya Boppana 

    

Citizenship Rose Ji Ashley Ables Taylor Skelley 

 Nakia Perkins Joy Yassa Shelley Enomoto 

    

Highwheeler Bobby Schultz Haley Chan Kayla Songrath 

 Tyler Ayres Audrey Prickett Raquel Reynolds 

 Nyah Norris Chloe Don Kaylei Galloway 

 Paige Williams Alina Sheikh Sierra Suttle 

    

Student of the Month Carol Yassa-Sept. Maya Purandare-Sept Zara Kareem-Sept. 

 Esmar Walkman-Oct Preston Rossberg -Oct. Elle Steffens-Oct. 

 Jewell Tyrrill-Nov. Matthew Dimaandal-Nov. Shaun Walkman-Nov. 
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Trimester 1  

Award Winners  

Grade 2     

Academic Achieve- Abhigna Anand Kaela Birozy Ryan Essman Jordan Montano 

 Sean Yang Noah Wilmot Haylie Judd Danya Nassar 

  Kayden Lee Sarah Bauer Jeremiah Bach 

     

Citizenship Chris Jeong Kylie Swart Kenneth Duong Raul Mallick 

  Noah Wilmot Annabella Horn Anya Thakur 

     

Highwheeler Kenny Zhang Naman Arora Jacob Ho Allan Su 

 Sonia Chacon Charlotte Waddell Jonathan Lee Sepand Bastani 

  Tiffany Young Zachary Waddell Daniel Zhang 

     

Student of the Caden Hornyak-Sept. Lilly Yassa-Sept. Allison Dong-Sept. Melanie Judd-Sept. 

 Claudia Canfield-Oct. Tariq Navabi-Oct. Haley Don-Oct. Grant Shirata-Oct. 

 
Charlotte Sakamoto-
Nov. Kevin Cobb-Nov. Tyler Trausch-Nov. Kaitlyn Frias-Nov. 

Grade 3    

Academic Achievement Lauren Prickett Nicole Park Yuri Kobayashi 

 Shamime Alikhani Peyton Paul Miriya Lee 

 Joshua Ireys Sumana Ali Gabriel Dimaandal 

 Huda Assaf Luke Ireys  

    

Citizenship Omar Habibeh Julie Han Keita Shimanuki 

  Amy Kang Matthew Pang  

    

Highwheeler Aditya Honap Franz Kieviet Stephanie Xu 

 Megan Lui Tamer Rawas Emily Le 

 Christian Shin Nora Kelly  

 Julie Ku Jayden Kellar  

    

Student of the Month Molly McIlrath-Sept. Katelyn Rzyski-Sept. Madeline Batoy-Sept 

 Vivian Nguyen-Oct. Conrad Satermo-Oct. Demetri Blancarte -Oct 

 Luis Sepulveda-Nov. Hanna Nouizi-Nov. Miranda Mell-Nov 
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Trimester 1  

Award Winners  

Grade 4     

Principal's Award    

     

1st. Honor Roll  Niharika Arbandi 

   Sophia Ko 

   Rachel Vu 

     

2nd Honor roll Jurish Domasig Kevin Blum 

  Lauren Fuchs Shang Zi (Ashley) Chuah 

  Marcus Hoang Merve Kilic 

  Joseph Hoang Jonathan Kim 

  Andy (Geon) Kim Dawn Leslie 

  Kallel Lord Serenity Lindemans 

  Katherine Mirimak Fiona Fan 

  Charlie Shobe Kaitlyn Luu 

  Leilani Zhang Karis Oh 

   Jaclyn Pak 

   Vinayaka Srinivas 

   Hannah Sommers 

   Nicholas Thiem 

     

Citizenship Award Marcus Hoang Jonathan Kim 

   Lauren Fuchs Merve Kilic 

     

     

Highwheeler Makoa Lukela Alyssa Smith 

  Marilyn Cordiero Jae Young Park 

     

Student of the Month Evan Snytsheuvel -Sept. Noah Pendleton -Sept. 

  Charlie Shobe -Oct. Melody Moore- Oct. 

  Lelani Zhang -Nov. Logan Reinoso -Nov. 
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Trimester 1  

Award Winners  

Grade 5    
Principal Award Kavi Dewan Joyce Lui 

  Celina Guan Amenda Lee 

  Olivia Hornyak Kian Banihashemi 

  Jazmine Maxwell Alesh Polivka 

  Bryce Voyer Christopher Pettit 

   Grace Kim 

   Daniel Lin 

   Victoria Nguyen 

     

1st Honor Roll Kaylie Jacobs Ryan Batoy 

  George Velasco Chloe Boulard 

   Sophia James 

     

2nd Honor Roll Jillian Allen Charlotte Chia 

  Janice Chung Sydney Huynh 

  Natalie Drye Yasmin Jusefi 

  Kimia Tavassoli Shaheer Saif 

  Joshua Rose Marissa Maxwell 

  Lance Withers Melanie Yang 

  Jacob  Yi   

     

Citizenship Award Janice Chung Grace Kim  

  Amarylis Alvizo Daniel Lin 

     

Highwheeler Nanise Sierra Ariana Lockridge 

  Brinda Pranav James Mazzeo 

     

Student of the Month Kristen Prattipati -Sept. Nour Assaf -Sept. 

  Natalea Drye -Oct. Amenda Lee -Oct. 

  Bryce Voyer-Nov. Christopher Pettit-Nov. 
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Trimester 1  

Award Winners  

  Grade 6   
Principal Award Jasmine Coultrip Jordan Lucero 

  Dalia Koujah Jenna Lin 

  Hannah Huynh Claire Berger 

     

1st Honor Roll Naomi Chia Nicholas Hoang 

  Eliana Hsieh Tuanh Tran 

  Oscar Yu   

     

2nd Honor Roll Nima Ehsani Noah Bockman 

  Ethan Goebel Patrick Barone 

  Ariel Goldstein Yahya Abdul-Qadeer 

  Daniel Ku Thomas Bong 

  Koby Park Austin Chung 

  Jake Reynolds Lucy McIlrath 

  Hayden Ruiz Athena Sam 

  David Sussman Paul Yang 

  Sahar Walkman   

     

Citizenship  Hayden Ruiz Chase Kasprzak 

  Jake Reynolds Kyle Pendleton 

     

Highwheeler Jasmine Coultrip Grace Lin 

  Oscar Yu Athena Sam 

     

Student of the Month Brittni Smith -Sept. Patrick Barone -Sept. 

  Ethan Goebel -Oct. Thomas Bong -Oct. 

  Ashley Huey -Nov. Erina Sugiyama -Nov. 
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Kindergarten  
First Trimester  

Reading Olympics  

Gold Silver  Bronze  

Olivia Cortes  Abigail Chu  Ishaan Abrol  

Sable Garcia  Aidan Flynn  Brendan Birozy  

Olivia Neal  Aarilyn Lee  Christina Choi  

  Colin Pham Cindy Ding  

  Elena Ragano Keanu Katz  

  Jacob Ramirez  Kaya Lee  

  Mateo Trout  Isabelle Liu  

  Eric Wu  Savannah  Medina  

    Brianna Michaelis  

    Thomas Miller  

    Ryan Moore  

    Aditya Sheth  

    Arjun Suresh  

    Koyo Tanaka  

    Avery Tirva  

    Nicole Toshima  

    Nikhitha Vasiraju  

    Amelia Wagner  

    Ella- Blue Wilmot  

    Benjamin Young  
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First Grade Reading Olympics  

Gold Silver  Bronze  

Sarah Enomoto  Aneeqa Asif  Ashley Ables  

Shelley Enomoto  Amanda Carlson  Tyler Ayres  

Christopher Fry  Claire Chien  Anaka Blancarte  

Kaylei Galloway  Dane Miller  Holden Blanchard  

Lana Hwang  Maya Purandare  Sriya Boppana  

Nolan Oh  Joy Yassa  Krista Calkins  

Krisha Patel    Danielle Ela  

Nakia Perkins    Luke Garcia  

Nur Qazi    Ethan Gilbert  

Claire Qui    Brooklyn Guan  

Alexandra Sabbagh    Lavanyah Kugan 

Jewell Tyrrill    Shannon Leslie  

Carol Yassa    Bob Li  

    Alina Sheikh  

    Jenna Smith  

    Quinlan Solomita  

    Kayla Songrath  

    Elisabeth Steffens  

    Ashwin Sukumar  

    Kaitlin To  

    Meagan Villegas  

    Esmar Walkman  

    Shaun Walkman  

    Paige Williams  

    Ainsley Zapata  

Page 10 



 

Second Grade  
First Trimester  

Reading Olympics  

Gold Silver  Bronze  

Abhigna Anand  Kaela Birozy  

Shashi  

Balasubramanian  

Naman Arora  Andrew Chang  Sepand Bastani  

Britney Cao  Hank Cordeiro  Sarah Bauer  

Sonia Chacon  Kade Ganey  Yassmin Ben Haila  

Arvin Ding  Chris Jeong  Allison Dong  

Chesley Domasig  Elise Kim  Kenneth Duong  

Caden Hornyak  Lingesh Kumar  Ella Forrest  

Grant Lai  Lydia Lee  Lauren Greenberger  

Valerie Nguyen  Alison Lu  Jacob Ho  

Audrey Pham  Rahul Mallick  Andrew Hsu  

Allan Su  Leilani Penaloza  Da Eun Kim  

Zachary Waddell  Keilani Trout  Yerin Ko  

Serena Wang  Charlotte Waddell  Florence Lee  

Kenneth Zhang  Hailey Warren  Kayden Lee  

  Noah Wilmot  Janae Perez  

  Lily Yassa  Adeline Pham  

  Daniel Zhang  Kylie Swart  

    Tiffany Young  
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Third Grade  
First Trimester  

Reading Olympics  
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Gold Silver  Bronze  

Bilal Assaf  Anthony Chen  Sumana Ali  

Rutvik Deo  Emily Le  Demetri Blancarte  

Miya Grant  Miriya Lee  Madeleine Chaalan  

Franz Kieviet  Justin Lee  Audrey Chung  

Yuri Kobayashi  Mia Olsen  Nandini Goyal  

Anthony Martinez  Sarah Rahimi  Julie Han  

Vivian Nguyen  Kairi Tanaka  Gavin Hardison  

Matthew Peng    Alice Kho  

Conrad Satermo    Miranda Mell  

Leif Satermo    Ali  Nasrula  

Anika Sinha    Nicole Park  

Jamie Wang  
  Sarah Shankman  

    Imaan Tazi  



 

Fourth Grade  
First Trimester  

Reading Olympics  
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Gold Silver  Bronze  

Jurish Domasig  Marcus Hoang  Niharika Arabandi  

Fiona Fan  Dawn Leslie  Ashley Chuah  

Vincent Nguyen  Margaret Nguyen  Justin Dang  

Noah Pendleton  Karis Oh  Cindy Kim  

  James Park  Peter Kim  

  Leilani Zhang  Samuel Pak  

    Caitlin Wakefield  



 

Fifth Grade  
First Trimester  

Reading Olympics  
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Gold Silver  Bronze  

Chloe Boulard  Jazmine Maxwell  Kian Banihashemi  

Amenda Lee  Marissa Maxwell  Kavi Dewan  

Victoria Nguyen  Melanie Yang  Celina Guan 

Oliver Radford  
  Olivia Hornyak  

  
  Yasmin Jusefi  

    Grace Kim  

    Daniel Lin  

    Christopher Pettit  

    Joshua Rose  

    Moses Shin  

    Jacob Yi  



 

 

 

Sixth Grade  
First Trimester  

Reading Olympics  
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Gold Silver  Bronze  

Claire Berger  Dalia Koujah  Evan Ashcraft  

Jasmine Coultrip  Koby Park  Won Bong  

Ryan Duvall  
  Nima Ehsani  

Kyle Pendleton  
  Ethan Goebel  

Hayden Ruiz  
  Masah Habibeh  

Athena Sam  
  Nicholas Hoang  

Oscar Yu  
  Daniel Ku  

  
  Peter Oh  

  
  Tuanh Tran  

    Paul Yang 
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Lunchtime 

Games  
Baby  

Bierman  

Highwheeler Happenings  

Star of the Week  Parent Volunteer  
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Northwoodõs 2010- 11 Teacher of 

the Year:  Mrs. Gagnier  

Pigging Out in the Teacherõs Lounge 
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Red Ribbon Week  Librarian Kroll  

delivers books  

Family Lunch  
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Primary Music  

Music Rack Eagle Scout Project  

by Andrew Snytsheuvel  


