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Principalôs  Message 
 

Doing More With Less  
 

Dear Parents, 

 Just days before school started 

this year, I shared with our teachers a 

quote from Stan Corey, Irvine Unified 

School Districtôs founding 

Superintendent: ñGreat organizations 

seek momentum, not stability.ò  Stanôs 

words have proven to be prophetic 

such that Irvine has since become one 

of this nationôs  preeminent public 

school districts.  True to Stan Coreyôs 

vision, Irvine has sought momentum 

through continuous improvement, not 

stability through the status quo. Stan 

Corey realized that although traditions 

can be fine things, institutionalized 

habits can become the enemy of 

improvement by stifling innovation in 

an ever changing educational 

landscape.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is excited to start a new school year! 

 

This year the landscape has 

certainly changed for Northwood as 

we find ourselves with fewer 

teachers, fewer resources, larger 

primary class sizes, and fewer 

instructional aides due to massive 

state budget cuts. Understanding 

that we are up against a backdrop of 

depleted educational resources, we 

will nonetheless remain committed  

to maintaining efforts to move 

(continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

 

Northwood Elementary onward and 

upward.  In spite of budget woes, 

weôve managed to make 

improvements by establishing a 

Professional Learning Community 

and committing ourselves to a 

rigorous curriculum.  To date, our 

teachers are working in collaborative 

teams, our curriculum is becoming 

more differentiated, and student 

performance is on the rise. Indicators 

are healthy being that Northwoodôs 

Academic Performance Index (API) 

has experienced a robust 40-point 

gain over the past few years  

(from 888 in 2007 to 928 in 2009).    

 To continue our momentum 

into the 2009-2010 school year, we 

are implementing a process known 

as Response to Instruction (RTI) to 

help our children accelerate forward 

with their reading comprehension 

and vocabulary.  Under the RTI 

model, other IUSD schools have 

seen strong growth in individual 

student test scores at all levels with 

many basic readers becoming 

proficient, proficient readers 

becoming advanced, and advanced 

readers showing impressive growth 

in their reading lexile levels. Put 

another way, we will continue to 

innovate this year by implementing 

more research-based strategies that 

help our students to reach their 

learning potential.   

Because of increased class sizes 

and budget cuts, we invite you to join 

with us by volunteering at our school.  

Currently, we are looking to put 

together a tutoring club staffed by 

volunteers (e.g., parents or 

grandparents) who can assist our 

students with their homework and 

classroom assignments.  If you are 

interested please let us know.  By 

pulling together as a community, we 

can continue to seek momentum and 

improve every childôs educational 

experience. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Stuart Payne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walk to School Day  
On Friday October 23rd Northwood 
Elementary, along with the other 
Irvine schools celebrated Ȱ7ÁÌË ÔÏ 
3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÁÙȢȱ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁnts met at 
Northwood Park and Sycamore 
Park, and walked to school 
together with Dr. Payne leading the 
way.  Thanks you Kristen Batoy and 
Debbie Swart for helping to 
organize this event! 
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When Students need Medication or Crutches At School  

 
Medication at School  
 Parents are encouraged to work out taking medication at home, outside school hours, 
whenever possible.  If any medication-- this includes both prescribed or over - the - counter 
medication-- needs to be given at school, use the Parent and Physician Request for 
Medication form which is available from the school and also on the IUSD website under 
Health S ervices.  Use a separate form for each medication. New forms are required for 
changes in medication and these forms are valid for the current school year.   

If the medicine needs to be administered at school and it is a prescription, the 
medicine must arri ve in the original container, and be properly labeled by a registered 
pharmacist. Over - the - counter medicine must come in the original container and be marked 
with the student¤s name.  Adults are to transport all medications to or from school. 

 
Crutches Sch ool 
 A physician¤s note is required when your student requires crutches or a wheelchair at 
school.   
 
Surgery  
 If your student should require surgery during the school year, contacting your school 
nurse can assist in the home- to - school transition.  A medical release is required for students 
to return to school.  Ask the doctor to include any physical limitations for PE or recess.  
  

  

 

Congratulations to our new Student Council Officers!  
President: Conner Berger  

Vice P resident: Clair Berger  
Treasurer Secretary: Jacob Yi  

The Student Council advisors this year are Mrs. Kelley and Ms 
Kretsinger. The first community service project is currently underway. 
Food is being collected in the Little Theater for ñFamilies Forwardò. In 

Decemeber they will be working with the Irvine Animal Shelter.  
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Congratulations to our PTA Reflections Participants ! 
By Ronda M. Sussman, PTA Reflections Coordinator  

 

 
 
PTA Reflections is a National Arts Competition.   Northwood Elementary had 22 students 
enter the competition this year.   First, Second and Third place winners in each category will 
move onto the PTA Council level for judging.   The artwork will soon be posted in a virtual 
gallery on the school website for all to enjoy.  
 
We are proud to announce this year¤s participants!  Visual Arts, Primary (K -2) Sarah 
Boothroyd (1 st & 2 nd place), Audry Chung (3 rd ), Samuel Kim, Sean Yang, Seyun Jeong, 
Charlotte Waddell, Zachary Waddell, and Aneeqa Asif.   Visual Arts, Intermediate (3 -5) 
Chris Song (1st), Grace Eun Kim (2 nd), Jaclyn Pak (3 rd ), Naomi Chia, Marissa Bernaudo, Emily 
Uh, Sydney Huynh, and Kimia Tavassoli.   Visual Arts, Middle (6 -8) Mi chael Yu (1 st).  
Photography, Primary (K -2) Annabella Horn (1 st), Simon Angier (2 nd).  Photography, 
Intermediate (3 -5) Alesh Polivka (1 st), Ryan Batoy (2 nd), Hannah Huynh (3 rd ).  
Congratulations to our students for awesome artwork!  
 
You are invited to view  the 2009 Reflections Gallery at Irvine City Hall from November 9 
through November 12, 2009  during City Hall business hours.   The winning entries from each 
Irvine PTA in the categories of Visual Arts, Photography, and Literature will be displayed in 
the Lo bby Area.  
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  Box Tops For Eduacation  

 
The classes that brought in the most Box Tops will win a special surprise. Box Tops can be found on 
General Mills products, including cereals, Kleenex and Ziploc products.   General Mills pays Northwood 
10 cents for every Box Top, and the funds raised support our Author¤s Day program, where children¤s 
authors come to Northwood.   
The winning classes that collected th e most box tops for October  

are: 
Mrs. Pendleton with 169 box tops  

Mrs. Kelley with 168 box tops  
Northwood Elementary¤s school total was 1,350 box tops  

 

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001  
School Year: 2009-2010 

 
We are pleased to report that for the 2009-2010 school year, 100% of the teachers and instructional 

aides at our school are ñhighly qualifiedò as defined by the federal No Child Left Behind law. 

Federal law gives the parents the right to request information about the certification of the teaching 

staff. Please direct your inquiries to our principal, Dr. Stuart Payne.   

 

 

 

 


