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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

 
◊ Nov. 11th Veteran’s 
Day Holiday NO 
SCHOOL 
 
◊ Nov. 16th-20th Book 
Fair 
 
◊ Nov. 17th WISE Owl 
Assembly 
 
◊ Nov. 25th ALL 
KINDERS are EARLY 
BIRDS 
 
◊ Nov. 26th-27th 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 
 
◊ Dec. 18th Minimum 
Day & All Kinders are 
Early Birds 
 
◊ Dec. 18th WISE Owl 
Assembly 
 
◊ Dec. 21st through 
Jan. 1st WINTER 
BREAK (no school) 
 
◊ Jan. 18th Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day 
NO SCHOOL 
 
◊ Jan. 21st WISE Owl 
Assembly 
 
◊ Feb. 8th Lincoln’s 
Birthday Observed 
NO SCHOOL 
 
◊ Feb. 15th 
President’s Day NO 
SCHOOL 

 

 

Please visit our school website for all of the latest OC 
news and upcoming events! 
www.iusd.org/oc/ 

 
Congratulations to our WISE Owls! Raffle tickets were drawn 
and many students will be enjoying their incentives in the 
near future. Our next Wise Owl assembly will be on Tuesday, 
Nov. 17th on the blacktop at 8:00 AM. We hope to see you all 
there! 
 
Last weekend, some of our talented Oak Creek student 
athletes represented our school at the Irvine Hoops Classic 
Basketball tournament. Our kids did great!!  There were 16 
teams in the elementary division with 13 schools 
represented.  Our kids came in 2nd place!!  We played 4 
games and lost to Westpark's "A" team in the finals. 
 
We owe a huge thank you to Coach Jose Lomboy (who also 
donated the cost of the tournament/shirts for Oak Creek) 

and Greg Bosbonis who provided support for Coach Lomboy. 

A Message from Student Council  

This article will help all of the students at Oak Creek to 
know about upcoming events happening this year. On 
November 9th -13th, the student council will be 
collecting canned food for Families Forward. The 
following week we will be talking about Animal Shelter 
donations. Thank you to all of those who participated in 
Red Ribbon Week and Walk to School Day. 
Congratulations to all of the new student council class 
representatives. Remember to always be WISE. 
   ~Your Student Council Officers 
    



Teaching Children to Give 

Sharing the experience of giving can be the most rewarding present you give your child this holiday season.  

 
By GreatSchools Staff  

It can be tough to teach children the value of giving in a season when they're surrounded by messages about the value of getting. 
Here are five ways to start:  

Start small when the kids are small. 

Your young child might be happy to help bake cookies for a friend but end up wanting to keep the gift herself. Plan for this by 
baking enough cookies to keep and enough cookies to give. Young children need help in learning to share.  

Teach your child that he doesn't need money to give. 

Help your child make gift certificates good for "one free car wash" or "breakfast in bed" that he can give to others in the family.  

Involve your child in selecting the gift. 

You may think that donating to cancer research is important, but your child who is an animal lover may be more interested in 
making sure the dogs at the humane society have an extra treat at the holidays. Help her find a way to give the gift she feels is 
important.  

Be a role model. 

Volunteer your family's time at a soup kitchen or senior center. Gather small-size toiletries, such as toothpaste and shampoo, and 
pack them in decorated gift bags to take to a homeless shelter. Ask your child if he'll help you baby-sit for a neighbor's toddler so 
she can do her shopping or help you rake the leaves for an elderly friend.  

Personalize giving. 

It's faster for busy parents to write a check to a charity, but it has little impact on a child who can't see where the money is going 
or imagine the people who benefit. Delivering canned goods to a food bank is more meaningful than dropping a check in the mail. 
Your family could "adopt" a needy family through a community organization, choose the gifts and wrap them.  
 
Feeling too busy to organize an activity like this? Author Ellen Sabin has suggestions that can work for the most time-challenged 
parents. Sabin wrote The Giving Book: Open the Door to a Lifetime of Giving, an interactive workbook to help 6- to 11-year-olds 
discover the joy of giving and their power to make a difference. Sabin also offers free tools and guides for parents, teachers and 
religious educators to use with her book.  
 
Sabin suggests having a family conversation about what you're thankful for. That will help your child realize that what she values 
may be missing in other people's lives.  
 
Sabin also offers three activities to try. "These things don't take huge amounts of time. They just take a few moments of 
thoughtfulness." 

 Start a tradition in which family members set aside one of their gifts to give to someone less fortunate.  

 Think of someone without a family - a soldier, a distant relative, a friend in the hospital - and write a letter as a 
family to make the person feel loved and included during the holidays.  

 Talk about beginning the new year with a family giving box. Everyone can regularly add a small amount of money to 
the box to contribute to a group or cause the family agrees to support.  

Giving gives children a sense of self-esteem and pride, says Sabin. "Giving is addictive. It gets in your blood. It makes 
you realize that you and your actions matter."  

 
The full article can be found at:  
http://www.greatschools.net/parenting/social-skills/social-skills-key-to-

learning.gs?content=1178  

 
Informative Articles for Parents 
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Second Grade 
Great things are happening in second grade.  The kids are progressing at light speed.  We 

are so proud of their smooth transition to RtI in late October.  Our focus this month is on 

comprehension strategies, vocabulary, fluency, and decoding.  In math, we are becoming 

excellent problem solvers using math mountains, pictures, and equations to solve one and 

two step problems.  In science, we are working as geologists discovering all of the 

mysteries about rocks and soil.  We are looking forward to our Thanksgiving Extravaganza 

coming up on November 25th where we will participate in learning centers which include 

science and math explorations.  We will start preparing for our winter concert this month 

which will be held on December 16th. We are also looking forward to our first fieldtrip to 

the Kellogg House on December 3rd.  We have many more exciting and fun learning 

opportunities coming in the new year. 

 

 

                           -Your Second Grade Team 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL THE ATTENDANCE LINE TO REPORT YOUR CHILDõS 
ABSENCE. A MESSAGE CAN BE LEFT 24 HOURS A DAY. 

(949) 936 -8551  

Oak Creek GATE 

Representatives  

 
Teacher: Anika Bright 
abright@ iusd.org 
 
Parent: Punya Rawal 
Punya.rawal@sscims.com 

ADDITIONAL  

SCHOOL PICTURE  

MAKE -UP DAY!!!  

 

Thursday, 

November 19th 

Oak Creek Elementary 

1 Dove Creek 

Irvine, CA 92618 

Phone: 

(949) 936-8500 
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WALK TO SCHOOL DAY!! ï THANK YOU!!  

    The Second Annual Walk To School Day  was a great success!!  More than 10,000 

IUSD students at 25 schools made a healthy choice to walk or bike to school. Thanks to AT&T, IUSD, 
PTA Council, the City of Irvine, the Irvine Chamber ---AND YOU! ----  for support of this event.  

  Our goal for the rest of the year will be to find ways for our students, families and staff to incorporate 

healthy choices and healthy activities in daily life, and sustain these efforts for a lifetime. 

 

The 2009 IPSF Annual Campaign  is underway.  Please return the envelope that came in your mail 

recently, or visit the IPSF website, www.ipsf.net/donations  .  You can make a gift of any  amount online 

through the secure sever.  Or, consider giving just a dollar a day and join the IPSF 365 Club.  IPSF will send 

you a window decal or a license plate frame so you can show your neighbors that you are committed to 

education in Irvine!  Working  together , we can preserve excellence in education for all our kids!         

THANK YOU. 

Kaiser grants $50,000 in support of The Great Body Shop  Health Program  
IPSF has received a generous grant from Kaiser to support The Great Body Shop health curriculum in our 
elementary schools.  The Great Body Shop is an innovative program for our students providing comprehensive 
health education in an easy-to-implement format.  The materials are engaging; the curriculum is effective and has 
been shown to reduce violence, and substance abuse.  This program has been in place in our district since 2006, 
and this generous grant from Kaiser will allow the program to continue.  Thank you Kaiser! 

    The IPSF ACE Program (Afterschool Classroom Enrichment)  
 
The fall ACE session is already in progress at 11 elementary and 4 middle schools.  THANKS to all our wonderful 
coordinators for making this such a dynamic and popular program.  For more information, or to find out how to have 
an ACE program at your school, contact Stephanie Bynon, ACE Program Director, at 949-265-6411 or 
sbynon@ipsf.net 

Dates to Remember: 

 
Parents Appreciating Teachers and Staff (PATS):  IPSF will send inserts for your newsletters by the end of this 

month.  IPSF will duplicate and distribute the PATS flyers to go home to elementary students in January, 2010, and 
we will take donations for this program until April, 2010. 

7 th  Annual House Raffle Kick -Off  ~January 18, 2010 

Innovative Teaching Award Program (ITAP):  Applications for this teacher grant program will be sent to you, the 
principal, by January 8, 2010 for distribution to interested teachers.  Applications are due to IPSF by February 26, 
2010. 
ČWe will hold an orientation for prospective grant writers, the week of Jan. 18, to explain our process and answer 
any questions.  Specific details about time and location will be included with the grant applications. 

 
Parent Volunteer of the Year (PVOY):  Requests for nominations will be sent to you on February 16, 2010.  

Nominations are due to IPSF on Thursday, March 25. 
 

28 th  Annual Honors Concert  at the Henry and Renee Segerstrom Concert Hall ~ April 27, 2010 General 
admission tickets will be available ONLY through the concert hall box office again this year.  More details about the 
concert, including opportunities to advertise and place well-wisher messages in the concert program will be 
available later this month.  For additional information, contact Meryl Segal, msegal@ipsf.net. 

 
Thank you for all you do for kids!! 

Questions, comments??  Please contact me at any time! 
Debbie Rugani 
Irvine Public Schools Foundation 
949-265-6403(direct) 
drugani@ipsf.net
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