
appreciate your coopera-

tion in maintaining a safe 

environment for all. 

 

Regards, 

 

Heather D. Phillips,  

Principal 

& 

Jay Indelicato,  

Traffic Safety Officer, 

Irvine Police Department 

Dear Plaza Vista Families, 

 

The safety of our children 

here at Plaza Vista is of 

the utmost concern.  With 

over 900 students attend-

ing our school, it is vital 

that all community mem-

bers are aware of, and 

comply with, the posted 

safety signs and parking 

lot procedure.  Balancing 

this important safety need 

with recognition of the 

busy lives our families 

lead, Irvine Traffic Safety 

Officer Jay Indelicato and 

I have compiled bulleted 

versions of the regula-

tions, as well as some 

suggestions/alternatives 

that may increase safety 

and loosen up congestion 

in the parking lot.  Please 

take the time to read 

through these safety pro-

cedures.  This informa-

tion can be found 

throughout this newslet-

ter. 

 

Regardless of frustrations 

and/or inconveniences 

that may arise from these 

regulations, it is important 

to remember why they are 

there.  When weighing 

drop off/pick up and 

parking lot inconven-

iences against the safety 

of our children, there is 

no argument.  Please help 

make Plaza Vista as safe 

as it possibly can be.  We 

A Letter from Plaza Vista & the  Irvine Police Department 

IUSD 

Principalôs Health & Safety Newsletter 

Helpful Hint from our 

crossing guard:  

When there is a lot of traf-

fic going into the school 

(particularly rainy days), 

drivers making a RIGHT 

TURN to enter must NOT 

block the crosswalk.  If cars 

are blocking the way, the 

crossing guard cannot allow 

anyone to cross.  Please do 

not prevent students and 

parents from crossing Fes-

tivo.  Thank you for your 

cooperation. 
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Drop Off  & Pick Up Procedures 

Please take the time to thoughtfully review the bullets below and create a plan for your year at Plaza Vista. 
 

Students are not to be on school campus until 15 minutes before the start of school. There is no adult supervi-

sion until that time. 

Once school is dismissed, ALL  students need to go home in a timely manner.  We supervise the school for 15 

minutes after the bell rings. Our role is to make sure that students are picked up and/or on their way home and 

NOT to supervise additional play time. Students are not allowed to play on the playground or the structures 

AT ALL during this time, even if parents are there. 

No children, of any age, are permitted to play on the playground or the play structure during school hours 

unless under the direct supervision of Plaza Vista Staff.  The playground is for current classes and their PE 

requirements. Non-Plaza Vista children, and students already dismissed from school, that play on our play-

ground pose a safety hazard.  It is important to note that, during school hours, parents are not considered 

ñsupervisorsò of children and therefore the above mentioned rules apply. 

K-3 students are NOT permitted to wait until their older siblings are dismissed. 

4th-8th students in the upper grades are also required to go home once school is dismissed.  ñHanging outò 

around the sides of the school, by the baseball diamond, around the basketball courts is strictly against the 

rules and places our children in a risky situation. 

If you are dropping off lunch for your child, you must check in with the office every time. 

Plaza Vista does not become a public park until after all school related activities are finished. 



Parking Lot Policies & Procedures 

All individuals MUST use the crosswalk located at the entrance to the parking lot. 

4ÈÅ ÒÅÄ ÃÕÒÂ ÉÓ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÓ Á Ȱ$2/0-/&& :/.%ȱȢ   

There is NO PARKING in the drop-off zone.  We have flexed the rule to accommodate the release 
of students and waiting in your vehicle for a short period of time (a few minutes) is allowed. 
However, if there is room in front of your car, pull all the way forward to drop-off/pick up your 
child.  This will help alleviate the congestion in the drop-off zone. 

 

At no time can you leave your car unattended at the drop -off zone in the parking lot or on 
0ÁÓÅÏ 7ÅÓÔÐÁÒËȭÓ ÄÒÏÐ-off at the curb  

 

You MAY NOT arrive at 2:00, stop in the drop-off zone, sit in your car and wait for your primary 
and then your upper grade students to show up. If you have this much flexible time in your 
ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȭ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÐÁÇÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÅÄȢ 

Do not stop in the crosswalk area to load or unload passengers. 

During high traffic periods, the path to the CDC is closed due to the increased cross traffic and 
congestion it causes. 

If you park in the parking lot, you must get out and meet your child on school grounds and not 
wave them across the crosswalk. 

There is no drop-off in the parking lot area.  Use the designated drop-off zones. 

When exiting the school, you may only cross in the blue cross walk area.  The large potted plants 
are there as a safety barrier. 

Leaving the school you MUST turn RIGHT ONLY during the times that are marked. 

You may NOT park in the cut-out area.  At no time can you leave your car unattended.   You 
may not double park in the cut-out area and we will not allow students to cross between two 
parked cars. 

Staff members are there for the safety of your children and to enforce these regulations.  Please 

provide them the respect and courtesy they deserve. 

 

The above infractions are subject to fines ranging from $20 - $200 depending on the violation.  
 

7Å ËÉÎÄÌÙ ÁÓË ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÆÒÁÉÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓÉÎÇ Ȭ34!&&ȭ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÓÐÁÃÅÓȢ  -ÁÎÙ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÕÎ ÅÒȤ
rands during the day and come back to find NO PARKING in the parking lot at all.  
 
3ÏÍÅ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȣȣȣ 

You MAY park on Paseo Westpark on the opposite side 
of the school.  Park and meet your child at a pre-
designated spot on campus.  Please utilize the cross-
walk to enter the school. 

You can park in the parking lot of our neighboring park 
(Plaza Park) located between Warner and the entrance 
to the school.  Park there and meet your child at a pre-
designated spot on campus. 

Avoid using the cut-out if possible. 

Have your children keep things like backpacks and 
instruments in the back seat instead of the trunk ɀ ÉÔȭÓ 
safer and it saves time. 

Plan accordingly; if foul weather arrives, leave earlier 
for the unforeseen variables that may arise. 

If you live within a 10 minute walk of the school and can do so, walk your children to and from 

school.  It is not only good for them, but good for you as well.  Make it your daily exercise oppor-

tunity.  
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Parking:  

 

The area in front of the 

school on Paseo 

Westpark that is 

designated as a loading 

zone is for the 

immediate loading and 

unloading of vehicles 

only.  Now, you may 

have heard this 

announcement at the 

airport and been 

moved along by 

parking control or 

police officers there if 

you are not obeying 

this rule.  The same 

rule applies in the 

loading area in front of 

the school.  Vehicles 

are not to be left 

unattended in this area, 

nor are they to stop 

here for extended 

periods of time.  The 

reason for this is to 

allow parents to 

quickly pick up or 

drop off their children 

at this location.  

Vehicles in violation 

of this section are 

subject to citation. 

 

Vehicles may also not 

double-park in this 

area.  Double parking 

is when a vehicle parks 

on the roadway side of 

another vehicle that is 

already parked along 

the curb.  This is a 

safety issue for persons 

walking between 

parked cars as well as 

it makes is difficult for 

the vehicle parked 

along the curb to re-

enter traffic. 



In order to keep our students safe, we 

need all students and parents to be 

aware of the laws regarding the 
Crosswalk while a Crossing Guard is 

present. 

 

While Crossing Guard is in 

crosswalk, NO cars may cross the 

yellow line until ALL the children 

have safely reached the curb (the law 
actually states ñuntil the children 

AND the Crossing Guard have safely 

reached the curb.) In front of  Plaza 

Vista, drivers have been turning right 

into the school or crossing Festivo  as 

soon as they donôt see students in 
front of them (even if the Crossing 

Guard is standing in the middle of the 

street with Stop Sign)  
 

Bicycles & skateboards should 

NOT be ridden in the crosswalk. 

 

Parents without students with 

them may cross the crosswalk alone 
while the Crossing Guard is on duty.  

However, if students are waiting at 
the curb, it is recommended that you 

wait for the Crossing Guard. (If you 

start to cross, the students will follow 
you.) 

 

Parents dropping off their chil-

dren at the curb near the exit must 

NOT leave their car to escort their 

child to the classroom  (Many tickets 

have been issued to empty cars.) 

 

Do NOT use the ñEnter Onlyò 

street for an Exit.  Many cars have 

been spotted doing this since school 

began. 
 

Left turn drivers into the school 

parking lot ï Do NOT cross the dou-

ble yellow line in order to get into the 

Left Turn lane ahead of other drivers.  

(Tickets have been issued.) 
 

Please make a FULL stop at the 

Stop Signs.   

 

Parents ï Please do not jay walk 

across Westpark near the exit street.  
It is very dangerous considering the 

traffic before and after school.  

Youôre giving your children the OK 

to do this when they are old enough 

to go to school unaccompanied.  Go 

down to the yellow crosswalk where 
the Crossing Guard is working. 

 
The Irvine Police Department are 

present several times a week to help 

us make sure our children are safe to 
and from school.  Letôs all do our 

part! 

 

As mentioned above, there are two crossing guards assigned to Plaza Vista School.  Cali-

fornia Vehicle Code section 2815 applies to crossing guards: 

 
2815 .  Any person who shall disregard any traffic signal or  

direction given by a nonstudent school crossing guard, ap-

pointed pursuant to Section 21100, or authorized by any city 

police department, any board of supervisors of a county, or the Department  

of the California Highway Patrol, when the guard is wearing the  

official insignia of such a school crossing guard, and when in the  

course of the guard's duties the guard is protecting any person in  

crossing a street or highway in the vicinity of a school or while  

returning thereafter to a place of safety, shall be guilty of an  

infraction.  

 
In the event that a crossing guard is controlling an intersection while crossing, they are instructed to display their hand-

held stop sign.  While they are in the crosswalk, vehicles that need to proceed through the crosswalk shall remain stopped 

until the crossing guard is completely out of the intersection and in a place of safety (on the curb).  Vehicles that are 
waiting for the crossing guard should stay out of the intersection to allow vehicles that do not need to proceed through the 

crosswalk, to pass. 

Crosswalk Rules from our Crossing Guard 

Crossing Guards 

Pedestrian Crossing Details 
Paseo Westpark in front of Plaza Vista School is posted with signs that prohibit pedestrians from crossing the street in the 

area of the school.  People who need to cross the street in that area should proceed to the intersection of Paseo Westpark 

and Festivo and cross the street under the direction of the crossing guard at that location.  Anyone not obeying the signs 
is in violation and subject to citation for CVC section 21461(a), which states: 

 
21461 .  (a) It is unlawful for a driver of a vehicle  to fail to obey a sign or 

signal defined as regulatory in the federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 

Devices or a Department of Transportation approved supplement to that manual of a 

regulatory nature erected or maintained to enhance traffic safety and operations 

or to indicate and carry out the provisions of this code  or a local traffic  

ordinance or resolution adopted pursuant to a local traffic ordinance, or to fail 

to obey a device erected or maintained by lawful authority of a public body or 

official.  
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Stop sign violations: 

 
22450 .  (a) The driver 

of any vehicle  

approaching a stop 

sign at the  

entrance to, or 

within, an 

intersection shall 

stop at a limit line,  

if marked, otherwise 

before entering the 

crosswalk on the near 

side of the 

intersection.  If 

there is no limit line 

or crosswalk, the 

driver shall stop at  

the entrance to the 

intersecting roadway.  

 

There are several stop signs in 

the area of Plaza Vista School.  

Two of the busiest intersections 

are Paseo Westpark/Festivo and 

Warner/Santa Ynez.  These 

intersections are both also 

controlled by crossing guards.  

At all intersections controlled by 

stop signs, drivers shall come to 

a complete stop. 

 

A complete stop has been 

recognized by the courts as, 

when all forward motion of the 

vehicle ceases and all wheels on 

the vehicle have stopped turning.  

A ñrolling stopò or ñCalifornia 

stopò is not considered a stop.  A 

vehicle is required to stop at a 

stop sign even if there is no 

approaching traffic coming from 

other directions. 

 

Stop sign violations are 

particularly hazardous due to 

potential conflicts with 

intersecting traffic and 

pedestrians so it is critical that 

motorists come to a complete 

stop and proceed only when safe 

to do so. 

 

Another vehicle code section 

regarding stop signs that may be 

helpful is: 

 
21800.  (a) The driver 

of a vehicle  

approaching an 

intersection  

shall yield the right -

of - way to any vehicle  

which has entered the  

intersection from a 

different highway.  

 

 

Remember roadway 

courtesy and to 

exercise your right of 

way but never insist 

upon it!  



Bicycle Safety 

Emergency Preparedness and Safety 
At Plaza Vista, we are always looking for ways to improve the safety of the students. Through parent and teacher involvement, we have changed 
many of our safety procedures. This year, we have scheduled 10 emergency/safety drills, including fire, lockdown, earthquake, and chemical. Our 
schedule is located in the office, and we welcome parent suggestions or concerns.  
 
Emergency and safety concerns not only occur here at school, but also at home. Students may spend about 7 hours a day here, but they spend 
the other 17 hours at home. Please check to make sure your home is safe in case of an emergency. The list below is a suggestion and not in-
tended to be the only source you use for home safety. 
 
PLEASE INSPECT YOUR HOUSE FOR THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 
1. All objects stored above shoulder level should either be secured in such a manner as to not easily tip or be secured to the wall surfaces. 

Store all heavy objects on the lowest shelves. 

Separate all glass objects in such a manner that they will not be jolted against each other or other objects, which would cause them to 
break and create a danger. 

Make certain that all overhead storage is properly secured. 

Store chemicals on low shelves. 

Inspect all areas for loose items that might move during an earthquake, and secure them to wall surfaces. 

Emergency routes are review with family 
 

2. DO NOT:  

allow access to doors or other exits to become blocked or partially blocked at any time. 

leave doors to storage cabinets open and unlatched when cabinets are not in actual use. 

allow flammable-combustible materials to be stacked or stored near exit doors.  

allow the over accumulation of flammable-combustible materials 

store hazardous materials or chemicals in such a manner as to allow the contents to mix if containers are broken. 

let glass containers or materials accumulate on counter tops or other areas; put them in proper storage areas when you are finished 
using them.  

allow electrical cords to extend across walkways or exit ways. Remove electrical cords immediately after use. 

suspend flammable material or other objects from ceiling or from lighting fixtures. 

Please review bicycle safety rules with your child before allowing them to ride to and 
from school. Please note that parents assume full responsibility and liability for the con-
duct of their child rider and his/her bicycle. 
1. Only students in grades 3-8 may ride bikes to school. 
2. Bikes are to be walked on school grounds and in the crosswalk. 
3. Only one child at a time is allowed on a bike. 
4. Bikes should be in safe working condition. 
5. Bikes are to be parked in the bike rack and locked. 
6. Bike locks should not be shared by students. 
7. Students may not loiter in or around the bike racks. 
8. Per IUSD policy and city code, all bike riders must wear a properly fastened safety hel-
met. 
 
Failure to comply with these rules may result in the loss of bicycle riding privileges. Although we take precautions, we cannot 
assume responsibility or liability for bikes that are lost, stolen, or damaged.  We strongly suggest you license your bike 
through the Irvine Police Department (as is required by City Code Sec. 47401).  Find out more at http://
www.cityofirvine.org/pdfs/pw/bikeways_info.pdf  
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http://www.cityofirvine.org/pdfs/pw/bikeways_info.pdf
http://www.cityofirvine.org/pdfs/pw/bikeways_info.pdf


IUSD HEALTH SERVICES 
Health Guidelines for School Attendance  
 
In order to provide a healthy school environment for all children and staff, the following guidelines have been pre-
pared to assist you in decisions relating to your child's health and school attendance. If your child is not feeling well 
and you are uncertain about sending him/her to school on any given day, it is best to keep your child home and ob-
serve him/her for worsening symptoms. If a child is too ill to attend school in the morning, it is recommended that 
he/she stay home all day.  
When you make the decision to keep your child home, please notify the school secretary or attendance line that 
your child will be absent and state the nature of your child's illness.  
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Colds Student needs to remain home if he/she has an excessive runny nose, excessive 

coughing, temperature at or above 100°F, or is too uncomfortable to function 

at school.  

Chicken Pox Student may return to school after all blisters are dried and crusted over. Notify 

school nurse if your child has chickenpox.  

Diarrhea If a student has diarrhea 2 times in a day, he/she needs to remain at home unti 

diarrhea subsides and no other signs of illness exist. 

Ear Infections Student needs to be evaluated by a physician if he/she complains of ear pain. 

Early treatment can ward off possible permanent damage to the ear which 

could result in hearing loss. 

Eye Infections Redness, drainage, or watering of the eyes requires assessment to determine 

the cause of the conjunctivitis (pink eye) or possible eye injury. Eyes need to 

be clear, or student needs to be treated with prescription medication for at least 

24 hours before returning to school.  

Fractures and Surgeries Parents need to contact the nurse when a child has a serious injury or surgery. 

Modifications to physical activity and mode of travel throughout the school 

campus need to be evaluated. Please provide written information from your 

physician as to your child's level of activity at school. State limitations and 

special needs.  

School Injuries The nurse will assess the injury, administer first aid, and notify parents as soon 

as possible by phone and/or note as to the type and status of injury.  

Head Lice Student needs to stay home from school and be treated with shampoo or rinse 

as recommended by your doctor or pharmacy. Children may return to school 

when the hair is nit free. Notify the school nurse if your child has head lice. 

Rashes Student is to remain at home with any undiagnosed skin rash and may return 

when the rash has cleared, or with a doctorôs note stating diagnosis and clear-

ing him/her to return to school.  

Strep Throat Student needs to be treated with antibiotics for 48 hours before returning to 

school if there is a positive throat culture.  

Fever The student needs to be fever-free (less than 100°F) for at least 24 hours.  

Vomiting Student is to remain at home if he/she has vomited within the past 24 hours. 

Should a student experience vomiting during school hours, the student will be 

sent home. The student needs to remain home for at least 24 hours after vom-

iting subsides.  


