
power to help children 
grow into healthy, pro-
ductive adults is within 
our grasp. The strength 
and integrity of our 
partnership is what 
makes us unique. We 
are so fortunate at Plaza 
Vista School to have a 
supportive community 
of parents who value a 
quality education for 
the children of our 
neighborhood. Every-
body works together to 
ensure the best for our 
students. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Heather D. Phillips  

Dear Plaza Vista  
Community,  
 
I hope you enjoyed the 
winter break and made 
special memories with 
your family and friends.  
As we get back into the 
swing of things, I just 
wanted to let you know 
how much I appreciate 
your participation.   
 
Everywhere I look, I see 
parents working in the 
classrooms, students 
using equipment pur-
chased through efforts 
of our PTA, and other 
evidence of our commu-
nityôs involvement in 
the daily life of stu-
dents.  The common 

goal of our community 
is to enable our children 
to competently and ef-
fectively navigate lifeôs 
roadblocks. 

 
By providing them with 
the support systems 
and relationships that 
allow them to be suc-
cessful in school, the 

Congratulations to Mrs. Sara 

Hart who was selected by her 

peers as Plaza Vistaõs 2009-

2010 òTeacher of the Year!ó  

Mrs. Hart teaches second 

grade at Plaza Vista and has 

been here since we opened 

our doors eleven years ago. 

Mrs. Hart continually makes 

significant contributions to the 

teaching profession.  She is a 

tremendously positive force at 

Plaza Vista, and has a gift in 

being able to bring people 

together in a positive manner.  

Her classroom is filled with 

opportunities for children to 

thrive and enjoy the wonder of 

learningña vibrant place and a 

reflection of her dedication 

and expertise. She will be hon-

ored at a dinner Friday eve-

ning, April 23rd.  Way to go 

Mrs. Hart! 

W e l c o m e  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  . . .  

U P C O M I N G  

D A T E S :  

 

MLK Jr. Day Observance 

(No School) - Jan. 18th  

 

PTA MeetingñJan. 20th 

 

Lincoln Birthday  

Observance (No School) - 

Feb. 8th 

 

Washington Birthday  

Observance (No school) - 

Feb. 15th  

 

6th Grade Outdoor  

EducationñFeb. 16th-19th 

 

SSC MeetingñFeb. 22nd 

 

PTA MeetingñFeb. 24th 

 

Read Across America 

DayñMarch 2nd 

 

Jog-a-thonñMarch 5th 

 

End of 2nd Trimester 

(Report Cards sent home) - 

March 12th 

 

Parent Conference Weekñ

March 15th-19th 

(Minimum Days) 

 

Minimum Day for Grades 4 

& 5 onlyñMarch 22nd 

 

Last Day of 3rd Quarterñ

March 

26th 

T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  ~   

M r s .  S a r a  H a r t  

I U S D  
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On Sunday, May 16, 
2010, Plaza Vista stu-
dents will be participat-
ing in IRVINE JUNIOR 
GAMES, a family fund-
raising event for the Ir-
ǾƛƴŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ CǳƴŘ 
όL/CύΦ L/C ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻƴπǇǊƻŦƛǘ 
organization supporting 
the Irvine Child Care Pro-
ject (ICCP) with the pur-
pose of raising money to 
maintain and expand the 
before and after school 
child care facilities lo-

cated on 21 Irvine ele-
mentary school sites and 
to provide child care 
scholarships for eco-
nomically disadvantaged 
families enrolled in these 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ¸ƻǳǊ пǘƘπуǘƘ 
grade Plaza Vista stu-
ŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ŧǳƴπ
filled day participating in 
events such as sprint and 
distance runs, soccer 
kick, bag shot, standing 
long jump, and basket-
ball shoot. All Plaza Vista 

LǊǾƛƴŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ DŀƳŜǎ ǎƛƎƴπ
ups will be coming home 
shortly and are due back 
ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ōȅ 
Friday, February 
5th. If you have any 
questions, you may 
email Michelle Rigoli at 
Mrigoli@iusd.org or 
Kelly Thompson at 
Kthompso@iusd.org, our 
Plaza Vista IJG 
Representatives. 

sever.  Or, consider 

giving just a dollar a 

day and join the IPSF 

365 Club .  IPSF will 

send you a window 

decal or a license 

plate frame so you 

can show your 

neighbors that you 

The 2009 IPSF Annual 

Campaign  is under-

way.  Please visit the 

IPSF website, 

www.ipsf.net/

donations  .  You can 

make a gift of any 

amount online 

through the secure 

are committed to 

education in Irvine!  

Working together , 

we can preserve ex-

cellence in educa-

tion for all our kids!         
THANK YOU. 
 

ered in discussion may in-

clude: handling anger in the 

family, how to listen and com-

municate with respect, home-

work issues and school chal-

lenges, stress and anxiety, 

and building developmental 

assets for school and life suc-

cess.  Come and problem-

solve with us, ask questions, 

get support, and be more 

confident as a parent.  Led by 

Cheri Wood, certified Active 

Parenting Instructor, IUSD 

Guidance Resources. 

 

Space is limited and you must 

register ahead for this groupñ

call Susan Holt at 949-936-

7502. 

This group will meet weekly 

and is open to all Irvine par-

ents of children and teens of 

any age.  Come and get some 

support in a relaxed setting, 

learn some positive parenting 

skills, and make some new 

friends.  We use positive disci-

pline strategies to problem-

solve parenting challenges 

and we support each other 

while we learn.  Topics cov-

 

I r v i n e  J u n i o r  G a m e s  

2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 0  I P S F  A n n u a l  C a m p a i g n  

P a g e  2  

T h e  I r v i n e  F a m i l y  R e s o u r c e  

C e n t e r  o f f e r s  a  F R E E  P a r e n t  

S u p p o r t  G r o u p  

Tuesday 

Mornings from 

9:30-11:30  

6 Weeksɂ

Starts January 

26th, 2010  

Meets at 

Guidance 

Resources 

Training 

Center at 

Creekside 

Education 

Center 

P r i n c i p a l ô s  N e w s l e t t e r 

http://www.ipsf.net/donations
http://www.ipsf.net/donations


Fun Zone, a VIP hospitality tent, 

and more than 6,500 in total at-

tendance.  

The 2010 running events are:  

~ Half Marathon  

~5K Run 

~ 10K Run  

~5K Walk 

~1K Kidsõ Run  

~ An addition for 2010 ð chip tim-

ing for all events  

 

Go to www.pcrf -kids.org  to regis-

ter.  Each school can have their 

own team, or several teams.   

Letõs have some fun and try to 

register a team from every IUSD 

school.  Contact Cheryl Braun 

with any questions.  949 -265-6410 

or cbraun@ipsf.net .  

 

If youõd like to be on Plaza Vistaõs 

team, go to:  http://pcrf-

kids.org.kintera.org/faf/search/

searchTeamPart.asp?

ievent=329465&lis=1&kntae32946

5=429472013F2341EEADDB77544

9D841B6&supId=0&team=361603

2&cj=Y  

 

and respect ɀ for 

you and for them  

Avoid power 

struggles ɀ fol-

low through with 

dignity and re-

spect 

Teach children 

how to think and 

solve problems  

Manage conflict 

and anger in 

healthy ways and 

increase connec-

tion 

Enforce your 

message of love 

with kindness 

and firmness at 

the same time 

Meet the special 

challenges of any 

developmental 

stage 

 

THURSDAY MORNINGS 

- 9:30 to 11:30 ɀ Starts 

February 11, 2010  

. 

Classes led by: Susan 

Holt, MSW - / rvine Fam-

ily Resource Center Coor-

dinator 

Class fills quickly ɀ call 

soon! 

 

COST: $50 per per-

son/$65 for couples 

(includes book and ma-

terials) 

TO REGISTER:  Call 
Susan at 949-936-7502  
LOCATION: Irvine Fam-
ily Resource Center at 
Creekside Education 
Center  

As parents and caregiv-

ers of growing young 

people, we are all won-

dering what we can do 

to help our children be-

come capable people 

who have the capacity to 

live effectively. Take this 

helpful 7 week class 

and you will learn to use 

POSITIVE DISCIPLINE 

strategies with children 

and teenagers. Many 

parents have said that 

learning these skills 

turned their families 

around: 

 

Build a strong 

foundation for 

life skills for the 

whole family  

Win cooperation 

J o i n  t h e  I P S F  T e a m !  

D e v e l o p i n g  C a p a b l e  Y o u n g  

P e o p l e  w i t h  P o s i t i v e  D i s c i p l i n e  

P a g e  3  V o l u m e  I V  

Experience 

profound 

improvement in 

your 

relationships  

with young 

people, 

elementary 

school to high 

school  

IPSF is partnering with PCRF at 

their annual Cinco De Mayo Half 

Marathon which will be held on 

May 2, 2010 .  Be sure to sign up 

under the IPSF Team so Irvine 

Schools receive the proceeds.  

The event in 2009 had more than 

4,000 registered participants, 450 

volunteers, 75 exhibitors, 55 fund-

raising òteamsó, one huge Kidsõ 
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School attendance is crucial 
to a studentõs academic 
success. The state of Califor-
nia in fact has a Compulsory 
Attendance Law which re-
quires EVERYONE 
between the ages of 6 and 18 
years old to attend school 
unless they have graduated 
from high school or passed 
the California High School 
Proficiency Exam {Ed. 
Code § 48200}. The parent 
or legal guardian is obligated 
to compel the attendance of 
the student at school. 
Parents who fail to meet 
this obligation may be 
subject to prosecution {Ed. 
Code § 48260.5}Students 
who have any combination 
of three unexcused absences 
or tardies (of more than 30 
minutes) without valid 
excuse is considered legally 
truant. A student who has 
six unexcused absences or 
six tardies (of more than 30 
minutes) is considered 
habitually truant and may 
be referred to the School 
Attendance Review Board 
(SARB) for further action. 
{Ed. Code § 48263}. 
We, at Plaza Vista, take 
attendance very seriously. 

A target to keep in mind 

for students is not to miss 

more than 5 days per 
school year. 
 
In looking at a summary of 
our attendance patterns for 
the first 6 months of 
school, Plaza Vista has 
reported the following: 491 
unexcused absences, 44 
unexcused tardies (more 
than 30 minutes), and a total 
of 1213 ill days. 
We have been in school 
for a total of 86 days. 
When students have exces-
sive absences they miss the 
benefits of quality education. 
They fall behind in 
their studies and miss con-
cepts that are important to 
understanding any subject. 
Classrooms with a high rate 
of absence requires teachers 
to re-teach many concepts, 
causing ALL students to fall 
behind. Also, when a truant 
student returns to school, 
they require more individual 
attention from the teacher 
and deprive other students 
of the teacherõs attention.  
 

What can parents do? 

Å Do not schedule vacations 

during the school year. 

Å Schedule medical/dental 
appointments after school 
or during the afternoon 
hours whenever possible. 

Å Monitor your studentõs 
attendance. Attendance is 
indicated on your childõs 
report card and can also be 
found on the Parent Portal. 
at MyIUSD.org. (contact 
the office in person for 
details) 

Å Work closely with the 
school and feel comfortable 
calling your childõs teacher 
or school attendance clerk 
to discuss any concerns. 

Å Review and supervise your 
childõs homework  and be 
sure to call the attendance 
line to report the absence. 
Check your teacherõs website 
to get missed assignments 
for make up. 
 
As part of our Plaza Vista 
Family we want the best 
possible educational experi-
ence for you and your child 
this year. Please do all that 
you can to make sure your 
child is prepared for their 
school day by completing all 
assigned homework, arriving 
to school on time, and    

clude: musical theater, 

tennis, golf, 

clay/ceramics, chess, 

cooking, hip hop, cartoon-

ing, karate, science, aba-

cus math, homework club, 

crochet, sewing, yoga, 

abrakadoodle art, volley-

pop, Spanish and òKids on 

Our winter 2010 ACE 

classes begin February 

1st and run for 6 weeks.  

Online registration will 

open the week of January 

18th ñregister at 

www.acewise.org.  Enroll-

ment is subject to class 

availability.  Classes in-

Canvasó art class.  Regis-

ter soon!  The ACE catalog 

can be found as a link on 

the Plaza Vista website.  

Contact Kelli Peters at 

only4thegroovy@aol.com 

for further information. 

A t t e n d a n c e  M a t t e r s  

A C E  W i n t e r  2 0 1 0  

P a g e  4  P r i n c i p a l ô s  N e w s l e t t e r 

staying in contact with 
your childõs teacher for 
any areas of educational 
concern. 

Plaza Vista has 
reported the following: 

491unexcused absences, 
44unexcused tardies 

(more than 30minutes), 
and a total 

of  1213 ill days. 
We have been in school 
for a total of  86 days. 


