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UPCOMING
DATES

Principals” newsletter

Labor Day -
Mon., 9/7

PTA Meeting -
Wed,, 9/9

Middle School
Progress Re-
port sent
home - Fri.,
9l

Conference
Week - 9/14-
9/18 (No
School on
Tues., 9/15

PTA Book
Fair (Buy
One/Get One
Free) - Week
of 9/14-9/18

Last Day of
First Quarter
- Friday, 9/25

Staff Develop-
ment Day (No
students) -

Monday, 10/19

First Day back
from Break -
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dtrategies for Coping with HINI

As much as we pride ourselves on
academic and extracurricular excel-
lence in the Irvine Unified School
District, our first priority must be to
maintain the health and wellbeing of
our students. As part of this critical
mission, we want to do everything
possible to ensure we are prepared
for the onset of this year’s cold and
flu season.

In particular, our district is closely
monitoring reports related to the
H1N1 flu and working with county
and state officials to develop proac-
tive plans. HIN1, commonly known
as swine flu, is a respiratory disease
spread primarily by droplets that are
expelled when infected individuals
cough or sneeze. Symptoms can
include fever, cough, sore throat,
body aches, headache, chills and
fatigue.

Public health experts have expressed
concerns about the potential of the
H1N1 virus, yet it is important to
remember that its severity has not
exceeded that of the regular flu.
Nevertheless, we know that schools
and other populated centers can

serve as transmission hubs for air-
borne viruses, and we intend to take
every step to keep our students, staff
and visitors healthy.

What We Can Do

The best way to prevent the spread
of the HIN1 flu is for children and
adults to wash their hands frequently
and cover their mouths and noses
when they cough or sneeze. This may
sound simple, but health officials say
these are the most effective strate-
gies to ward off HIN1 and other
influenza viruses, and children should
be reminded regularly. It is also es-
sential that those who are ill remain
at home until they are symptom-free
for at least 24 hours. More on that in
a moment.

Along with educating students about
proper hand-hygiene, this district will
make sure that classrooms and heav-
ily trafficked areas are equipped with
either soap dispensers or hand-
sanitizers that kids can use fre-
quently throughout the day. Our
local PTA leaders have been ex-
tremely supportive of this effort and

will assist as they are able. More-
over, our Maintenance and Opera-
tions staff will continue its aggressive
approach to keeping our facilities as
clean and germ-free as possible,
using guidelines provided by state
and federal agencies.

New Online Resource

The Irvine Unified School District has
set up a special webpage to help
students, parents and employees
learn more about the HIN1 flu, along
with strategies for staying healthy
this season. The site features fre-
quently asked questions as well as
links to help you find additional re-
sources. You can access it on the
IUSD homepage or by logging on to
www.iusd.org/h1n1.

Perfect Attendance Award

With the priority being the health of
our students, our staff has made the
decision to discontinue the perfect
attendance award that we have
traditionally presented on the last
day of school. We appreciate your
understanding in regards to this
policy change.

STAR Testing & Sample Questions

Standardized testing and
reporting results for 2009
are available at the follow-
ing website: http://
star.cde.ca.gov/

AYP (Adequate Yearly Pro-
gress) and API (Academic
Performance Index) will be

released to the public on
September 15, 2009.

Here’s a new link that might
help in regards to under-
standing the STAR

test. You can choose a
grade level, a test and a per-
formance level and see a

sample question. It also
provides the percentage of
students statewide that an-
swered each answer choice
and the correct answer.
http://
starsamplequestions.org/
index.html



http://www.iusd.org/h1n1
http://starsamplequestions.org/index.html
http://starsamplequestions.org/index.html
http://starsamplequestions.org/index.html
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Buy One, Get
One Free!

Thank you to the
Korean Parents
Association for
sponsoring the

Korean Drummers
and to Northwood

High School for
sending the Indian

Cultural Dancers

to perform!!!

P R I
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Scholastic Book Fair (Buy -One-Get-One-Free)
Coming September 14, 16-18 (Parent Teacher Conference Week)

The Scholastic Book Fair
offers a wide assortment
of books for all budgets.
And, for every item you
buy, you may choose
another of equal or lesser
value for free. The Book
Fair will be in the Media
Center. Plaza Vista fami-
lies are welcome to visit
the book fair whenever it

is open. Please just sign
in as a visitor in the front
office.

Book Fair hours are:
Mon. 9/14 ~8 ami 3 pm
Tues. 9/15 ~ School
closed

Wed. 9/16 ~8am i 2 pm
Thurs. 9/17 ~8am i 3
pm

Multi-cultural Assembly

At Plaza Vista, we are so fortunate Korean drum started from farming

to have diverse group of cultures
among our student population. In
order to honor the various chil-
drenédés cultures
organized a mukecultural assem-

bly that featured both Indian Danc-

ers and Korean Drummers. This
assembly was performed for all
children in grades #8 on Friday,
September @ in the Multi-
Purpose Room.

The Samulnori Team (sah mool no

ri ) was the Korean drumming
team that performed for Plaza
Vista. The members of the team
were high school and middle
school students from Irvine Uni-
fied. This team was created to
continue the Korean tradition in
America as well as to share the

beautiful sounds of the drums with

other ethnic groups.

If you would
like to be listed
in the Plaza
Vista School
Directory with
your contact
information,
please com-

traditions to ensure and to cele-
brate a good harvest yegamul-
nori performs a contemporary
\emsiah oftdrurancirig hilekeep-,
ing the heart of the Pungmulnori

(poong mool no ri) tradition which
includes other types of instuments,

as well as dancersSamulnori
literally means four instruments
playing because it consists of 4
major percussion instruments.
Samulnori performed a piece
callediBuksor i

Fri. 9/18 ~8 am 1 2 pm
Teacher wish lists will be
available if you wish to
generously donate a
book to your classroom.

If you would like to volun-
teer at the book fair for
even an hour, please e-
mail Annette Kennedy at
akenners@yahoo.com.

cluded in Hindi movies to show
some kind of feeling like love,
happiness, and a festive mood.
These are the dances that often
séef iA Bollywood movies. The
song they performed to waslled,
ADHOOM MACHALE. DHOOMo
This song encourages everyone to
enjoy life. This dance was choreo-
graphed by Nidhi's mom, Archana
Suresh.

The Korean Parents Association of

( b o o Rlaza\tsta graciogsly gonsored

which was composed and arrangedthe Korean drumming program.

by Professor Dong Suk Kim.

The students performing Indian
Dance were Nidhi Warrier, a past
Plaza Vista %-grade student, and
friend, Mansi Achuthan. This

Also the Indian dancers performed
for free courtesy of Mrs. Archana
Suresh, the Indian Dance Coach.
Both performances were beauti-
fully executed and this mutti
cultural assembly was a memora-

dance was a Bollywood/ Cinematic ble experience for all.

dance from India. Bollywood

dance is a mixture of various styles By Kathy Katsuda

of dancing. This is usually in-

School Directory Forms

plete a Directory
Form and return it to
the PTA box in the
front office. You may
include as much or
as little contact infor-
mation as you wish,
but please at least

NE WEBRL ET T

PTA Teacher Representative

include a phone
number or email ad-
dress. We would ap-
preciate receiving
the form by Friday,
September 11.
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Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Membership Drive

Welcome to new and re-
turning members who
have already joined the
PTA (Parent Teacher As-
sociation)! | f you
joined PTA yet, here are a
few reasons for you to
think about it:

By joining PTA you are
supporting and becoming
part of an organization
that:
¢ Raises funds for
and coordinates
support for teach-
ers and school pro-
grams
e Provides a forum
for family-school
communication
e Hosts events for
school community
building.

Your membership lends
additional weight to advo-
cacy efforts carried out by
PTA at the local, state,
and national levels. The
higher the number of

members, the more the

decision makers listen to

PTA representatives who

advocate for schools and
hstudeats. 0 t

Membership allows you to
vote in PTA elections, and
to serve on the board. And
membership also includes
a Plaza Vista School Di-
rectory (like a school
phone book).

We hope your member-
ship will also help you feel
more invested and in-
volved in Plaza Vista and
the school community,
and that it will be a way to
get to know other Plaza
Vista families and commu-
nicate better with school
staff.

To ensure accurate order-
ing of directories (a benefit
of membership), please
join by Thursday, Sep-
tember 10.

Just so you know, PTA
membership does not obli-
gate you to attend meet-
ings or to volunteer. You
do not need to be a mem-
ber to attend meetings.
For more information look
for Membership: Fre-
quently Asked Questions
on the PTAOGS
page at http://
teacherweb.com/CA/
PlazaVista/PTA/faql.aspx

nf or mat i

Next PTA Meeting:
Wednesday, September 9, 2009
6:30 pm
Everyone is welcome!

Childcare for school age

Plaza Vista Pledge Drive Update

Thank you so much to all the won-
derful families who have already
given generously to this school
year's Pledge Drive! At this writing,
about 135 families have contributed
and we are about halfway to our goal
of $40,000.

If you have been thinking of donat-
ing, now is the time!  We need your
help so we have the funds to pay for
such things as educational assemblies
for the students, Physical Education

Specialist hours, Media Center materi-
als, classroom grants to teachers for
supplies, health clerk hours, emer-
gency supplies, Meet the Masters art
lessons, etc.

Please remember that donations of any
amount are gratefully accepted, and
you may split your donation into 2 or 4
payments when you use your credit
card. Together our contributions make
a huge difference for our students. To
best plan for the year ahead, we would

appreciate your donation by Thursday,

Sept. 10 (extended from Sept. 1).

The pledge drive letter is at http://
teacherweb.com/CA/PlazaVista/PTA/
PledgeLetter2009-2010.pdf

The pledge drive form is at http://
teacherweb.com/CA/PlazaVista/PTA/
PledgeForm2009-2010.pdf

Thank you so much for your support!

on
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Congratulations to
the following

students:

Brina Jablonski
President

2009-2010

Executive
Board

Kiana Nguyen
Vice President

Patricia Zhao
Secretary

for fall will begin the
first week of Novem-
ber. Catalogs will
come home prior to
fall break and parents
will be able to register
their children online
over vacation. Look
for your favorite
classes to continue

Sign up

starting
October
28th at

acewise.org

PRI NCI PALSE®

Stephen Lantin-
Treasurer

Natasha Lianto
Activities Director

Officers at Large:
Sixth Grade

Shayda Hami,

Jordanne Hamilton,

Julie Kong
Seventh Grade

Ethan lzu,

Sl ACE Program for Fall

The new ACE program such as tennis, golf,

musical theater, ce-
ramics, hip hop dance
class, Stop Motion
Commotion, sewing,
crochet, Mad Science,
Abrakadoodle art,
Abacus Math, home-
work club, jazz dance,
chess, and cooking.
Back by popular de-

NE WBRL ET T

Plaza Vista Student Council

Tim Lantin
Eighth Grade
Romit Gupta,
Jey Lyu
Recycling Coordinator

Riley Kumamoto

School Site Council
Representative

Amin Labbate

mand is cartooning
class with Mr. T and
Boot Camp. There
will also be a couple of
new surprises. Go to
acewise.org to sign up
starting on October
28th.
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SUGGESTED ROUTE TO SCHOOL
PLAZA VISTA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

In vooparatian with the Indns Pollos Daparimarl ond the Troffia Englnesring Divizan of
W Ctiy of Irvne, we hove Kenfifled @ SUGSESTED ROUTE TO SCHOKL for chiliren whe walk

or ride blcycies 1o school Wa airongly sncouroge you fo revier tha plan wkh your child
ond, ¥ posslbly, wolk the rouls %o moke sre hefsha undserdands tha routs.

:
§
:
|

As a part of the City of Ilrvinebs efforts to
ing department created fAiSuggested Routes to
routes for students to travel when walking or bicycling to school.

f a ongirleer-t at e
School 6 maps

***For those of you who drive to school to drapff/pick-up your child/children, please note that we will no longer be man-

aging the cutout area, so we strongly recommend that you diafpand pick-up your child/children in the school droff
area.



EMERGENCY UPDATE

In case of an emergency, what should | do? This is probably a
question that pops into your head every now and then. Well, it
happened é we had our first emergency

We all hope that there is not another emergency.

Here are a list of actions Plaza Vista and Irvine Police Department would like
you to take in case of an emergency:

e STAY CALM
e Wedl | protect your children, please protec:t
« If our communication system is working, both Plaza Vista and IPD will
contact you. (See the question and answer section for more on this).
e Lock (suspicious person) or close (chemical) your doors and windows and
close your blinds.
e Turnon the local ITV and radio 1640 AM. (See the question and answer
section for more on this).
« When you are notified that the emergency has ended, please come and
pick up your child or children.

Questions and Answers
Q: How will Plaza Vista and the IPD contact us?
A: Plaza Vista has a phone system that will call the home phone number with
an oall callé; we are | ooking to expand; that
We 6 1 | |l et you know when the upgrade has;been
verse 911 call system which in expected to be in use by November.
Q: Will the IPD be able to use ITV and 1640 AM to keep us informed?
A: At our last parent meeting, IPD shared with parents that they will integrate
ITV and 1640 AM into their communication strategies. | assume it is part of
that system now.
Q: How will we know that our children are as safe as possible?
A: Our number one priority is the safety of your children. We appreciate you
putting your trust in our staff. We will continue to practice emergency drills
and keep you informed of our emergency policies.

Your emergency coordinator,

Gary Downes



