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AP Biology at University High School

Introduction

The AP Biology course at UHS is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course usually taken by
biology majors during their first year. After showing themselves to be qualified on the AP Examination, some students, as
college freshmen, are permitted to undertake upper-level courses in biology or to register for courses for which biology is a
prerequisite. Other students may have fulfilled a basic requirement for a laboratory science course and will be able to
undertake other courses to pursue their majors. Other students will not receive credit for the course at the university they
attend. AP Biology at UHS includes those topics regularly covered in a college biology course for majors. Th
course in biology differs significantly from the usual first high school course in biology with respect to the kind:
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4. Plant Pigments and Photosynthesis [Unit 4]

5. Cell Respiration [Unit 4]

6. Molecular Biology [Unit 6]

7. Genetics of Organisms [Unit 5]

8. Population Genetics and Evolution [Unit 8]

9. Transpiration [Unit 4]

10. Physiology of the Circulatory System [Unit 13]
11. Animal Behavior [Unit 1]

12. Dissolved Oxygen and Aquatic Primary Productivity [Unit 15]
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The Examination

The AP Biology Examination is three hours in length and is designed to measure a student’s knowledge and understanding of
modern biology. The examination consists of a 90-minute, 120-item multiple-choice section, which examines the student’s
understanding of representative content and concepts drawn from across the entire course, and a 90-minute free-response
section, consisting of four mandatory questions that encompass broader topics. The number of multiple-choice items taken
from each major subset of biology reflects the percentage of the course as designated in the course description. In the free-
response portion of the examination, usually one essay question is taken from Area I of the outline (Molecules and Cells) and
another question focuses on Area II (Heredity and Evolution). Two questions generally focus on Area III of the outline
(Organisms and Populations). Any of these four questions may require the student to analyze and interpret data or
information drawn from laboratory experience, as well as from lecture material, and may require students to ir}ggrate
material from different areas of the course. The multiple-choice section counts for 60 percent of the student’s eéxamination
grade, and the free-response section counts for 40 percent. Within the free-response section, each of the four questions is

unexplained diagrams alone are not acceptable. The candidates should read each question careﬁlllyyggrgé
neatly, and compose answers that are as comprehensive and precise as time permits. e
Traditionally, students at UNI do exceptionally well on the AP exam with a pass rate above 9§ﬁ%.
vast majority receive a 5. %%
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