Goals for the Year

Our goal is to provide a positive and enjoyable learning experience for your children.  We will stress a stress a strong curriculum in the basic skills of Language Arts, Mathematics, and Written Expression.

Integrated Language Arts

Literature books, novels, and a variety of teaching strategies will be used in your child’s reading program to improve the individual student’s ability to read orally, comprehend story facts, interpret main ideas, and recognize word meanings.  Students will participate in both whole group and small ability groups.   We will continue to implement RTI, Response to Instruction, to meet the needs of all our students in Language Arts.

Language

Oral:  Reports, sharing, group discussion, and listening skills are part of our language program.  

Written:  Capitalization, punctuation, poetry, and creative writing are also included in your child’s language program.  In cursive, the emphasis will be on neatness and the proper formation of letters.

Spelling:  Spelling consists of the phonetic analysis of a group of similar words, vowel sounds, consonants, silent letters, homonyms, syllabication, and dictionary skills.

Mathematics

Initially, we will review the basic understanding of place value, addition, and subtraction.  As the year progresses, we will work on multiplication, division, time, problem solving, geometry, algebra, fractions, measurement, money, logic, and probability.  We will follow the IUSD curriculum which spirals on information and skills that have been previously taught.   For more information on our math curriculum, please visit http://eduplace.com/math/


Science

We will examine the different avenues of science using the scientific method of hypothesis, discovery, experimentation, classification, and observation.  Our science lessons will focus on Structures of Life, Space, and Human Impact on the Environment.

Social Studies

The major units we study are Famous Americans, American Holidays and symbols, Map Skills and Geography, Local History and Environment, Gabrielino Indians, and Economics.  

Physical Education

Third graders will receive P.E. instruction from a P.E. teacher along with their classroom teacher.  P.E. will include participation and sportsmanship, game rules, skills, and physical fitness.  Health will focus on safety, healthy habits, and nutrition.

Arts

Art will be taught in the classroom and will include the use of various art media (crayons, markers, paint, chalk, etc.) throughout the year.

Behavioral Expectations

We simply ask students in our class to TRY THEIR BEST AT ALL TIMES, both academically and socially.  We will expect students to follow the school rules, set good examples for others to follow, and treat others as they would like to be treated.  The following is a copy of our Class Constitutes (class rules) we developed and signed as a class.


Classroom Constitution

1. Raise your hand before speaking.
2. Show A.I.R.  behavior in class and on the playground (examples: pick up trash, be respectful to students).
3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to self.
4. Always do your best and learn something new each day.
5. Use kind and helpful words.
6. Follow directions.
7. Golden Rule:  Treat others how you would like to be treated!

Student Supplies

Thank you so much for sending so many great supplies for your children!  As a result of your kindness and generosity, our classroom will be further enriched by the purchase of additional supplies.
If you are in need of another student supplies list, please refer to the Westpark Website.


Classroom Enhancement Wish List

· Scotch Removable Poster Tape
· Dry Erase markers and erasers
· Aluminum Foil/Parchment paper/Wax Paper
· Gift certificates to Target/Lakeshore Teacher Supplies
· Paper goods- cups, plates, napkins, paper towels, plastic silverware


Classroom Rewards

1. Marbles for the Marble Jar – (we earn pizza parties!)
2. Table Points 
3. Lucas Savings – Individual Rewards to earn “money”
4.  Business Day – students can buy items with earned “money” from their Lucas Savings)
5. Fun Fridays
6. Verbal Praise
7. Happy notes/emails home




Expectations

Teacher Expectations of Parents:
1. We expect you to send us a child who has eaten a healthy breakfast.
2. Your child should have adequate rest (9-10 hours).
3. Your child should arrive at school on time.
4. A note should be sent if a child has been absent.
5. Please stress the importance of school and our 
Class Constitution to your child.
6. We would like you to support our program and maintain good communication with the teachers.

Parent Expectations of Teachers:
1. We will be fair to all of the children.
2. We will maintain communication with parents.
3. We will do our best to meet the learning needs of all students.
4. We will provide opportunities for children to challenge themselves both academically and socially.
5. We will try our best to motivate each child, encourage his/her thirst for knowledge, and instill an enthusiastic attitude toward learning. 

Expectations of Students:
1. We want each child to have the proper materials.  Please refer to the class supply list.
2. We expect each child to be on time in the morning and line up immediately after the recess or lunch bell rings.
3. We expect all students to follow the school and class rules both in the classroom and on the playground.
4. We expect each child to try his/her best in the classroom.

Looking forward to a great year!
-Miss Lucas
“TEAMWORK DOES IT”

“I dreamed I stood in a studio
And watched two sculptors there
The clay they used was a young child’s mind
And they fashioned it with care.
One was a teacher, the tools he used
Were books, music, and art.
One was a parent who worked with a 
Guiding hand and a gentle loving heart.
Day after day the teacher toiled
With a touch that was deft and sure;
While the parent labored by his side
And polished and smoothed it o’er
And when at last their task was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought.
For the things they had molded into the child
Could be neither sold or bought.
And each agreed that he would have failed
If he had worked alone.
For behind the teacher stood the school
And behind the parent the “home!”

Author unknown










